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All House Members

FROM: REPRESENTATIVE PETER Z,UG

Chesapeake Bay Watershed Education

DATE: June 7,2004

I am writing to ask you to join me in sponsoring legislation that will provide for the Chesapeake
Bay Watershed Education Program.

The Commonwealth as a signatory of the Chesapeake Bay Compact and the more recently
Chesapeake 2000 has agreed to provide watershed education and outreach programs to our
residents so that they may learn about protecting the Chesapeake's ecosystem and other
important waterways.

The intent of the legislation is to provide schools in the Commonwealth with the resources to
develop watershed education curricula and provide students with opportunities to directly
participate in meaningful bay and stream outdoor experiences. Schools will be eligible for grants
not to exceed $5,000 and the Departrnent of Education will administer the program.

To join me in sponsoring this legislation, please contact Lori Losch in my office at (717) 787-
2686. Enclosed, please find a copy of the draft legislation for your review.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please feel free to contact me. Have a
good dayl
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The Honorable Francis V. Barnes, Ph. D.
Department of Education
333 Market Street, Harristown 2
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17 126-0333

Dear Secretary Barnes:

Early Sunday morning the General Assembly approved legislation (HB 277s),which I
sponsored that provides for the Chesapeake Bay Watershed Education Program. I am writing to
ask for you support of the inclusion of an appropriation of $250,000 to $500,000 for this program
in the upcoming FY 2005-06 General Fund budget.

The Commonwealth as a signatory of the Chesapeake Bay Compact and the more
recently Chesapeake 2002 has agreed to provide watershed education and outreach programs to
our residents so that they may learn about protecting the Chesapeake's ecosystem and other
important waterways. This program will help us honor the commitment we made in these
agreements and our duty to protect the environment for future generations.

The enabling legislation provides for the Department of Education to allocate grants of
up to $5,000 to schools and an environmental education center to assist in developing watershed
education curricula and provide students with opportunities to directly participate in meaningful
bay and stream outdoor experiences. I have included a copy of HB 2775 for your review.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If you have any questions or need
additional information, please feel free to contact me at your convenience.

Very truly yours,

PETER J. ZUG, MEMBER
I 02nd Legislative District
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Senator David Brightbill
Senate Majority Leader
350 Main Capitol
Harrisburg, PA 17120

Dear Senator Brightbill :

Thank you for your work in the Senate to ensure the passage of House Bill 2775,
which provides for the Chesapeake Bay Watershed Education Program.

As you may know, the Commonwealth as a signatory of the Chesapeake Bay
Compact and the more recently Chesapeake2002 has agreed to provide watershed
education and outreach programs to our residents so that they may learn about protecting
the Chesapeake's ecosystem and other important waterways. This program will help us
honor the commitment we made in these agreements and our duty to protect the
environment for future generations.

Again, thank you again for your kind assistance with this matter.

Very truly yours,

PETER T. ZUG, MEMBER
I Oz"d Legislative District
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Zag's Bill Successf'ully Creates
Ncw Chcsapcakc llay Ir)ducation prograrn

IIARRISIIIIRG Rcp. Pctcr Zug (R-Lcbaootr) hns succcsstully plonrotcd lcgislntitrl to
aftbrd ffuturc pt'otcctiol of thc Cllrcsapcakc lSny Wators]rcd flolu cooccpt to lnw. Zug;s llousc I3ill
'2775 was signetl into law hy the governor Loday.

Llldcr zrg's ncw Lrw, uants of up to $5,000 will bc awaldcd to pcmsylvanin schools to
support rtsourccs fbr thc dcvclopnrcnt of wntcrshcd cducatiot cur.r.icula. Ihc progrnnr will ofti]l.

ItTtTt* opporLunities Lt> par ticipate in meaninglul bay antl stream outthxrr experiences.
Athlitionally, [he new litw provittes for Leacher training via relatetl rron-profiL rirganizaLions an(l state
agcncios. thc stntc L)opartflrcrt oflducation will adn dstcr. tbc progJaln.

"School chiltlren will he more atlequaLely prepar erl for liletirles of appreciatior.r f<rr sur
naLural waterways," zug sairl, "The chesapeake Bay, and its tributaries, are precious to
Pcmsylvaulr's ccononry, trnditions and culturc. 'l'hcrc's no ovcr.stating howa siflrplc altd cost-
cfiirctivc plogrErD Iikc thls will hnvc a tong-lastilg cfrcct oo thc carc ot'our watcrways.',

7'uE, one of Perrnsylvania's tlelegaLe to the (lhesapeake Bay Conrmission, said, "this prsgranr
will hclp to tcach Pconsylvanir citizcls that tho cotrdition ofthc trayis dcpcndcrt upon thc actiors of
cvcry pcrson who rcsidos io thc watcrshcd. I'his prcgrnnr will nmkc thc i0portanci nnd thc
enjoyrnent of Lhe hay come alive Lo our school chiklren,.'

In l9tt3, Pcmsylvnnlr aloug with Marylnnd, vilginia, tlrc t)istriot of C:olurntri.l afid thc
Llmilonnrcntal Prntootiotr Agcjrcy (IipA) cntcrcd iato thc tfust (hcsapcnkc Bay Agrccnrcnt in nn
e[n) to Px)Lect an(l rest(tte [he hay's ec()system- Mrre years later, Pennsylvania r-enewe4 its
commitmenL to Lhe Chesapeake Bay systenr hy enterirrg inLt> l new agreemenL known as (lhesarpeake
2002.

The new latw, tttlw lttrtlwtr eN lhe (lhesapeal<e Bay Wartershett EtlucarLion Ppgrarnr AcL, talces
ottlrct inurr:d iat t:Iy.
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