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Barbara Lane, Drafting AttorneY
Legislative Reference Bureau ./
64r Main Capitol Building 

0 il
Representative Peter J. Zug \y
r5oA East Wing

DATE: January 12, 2oo1

SUBJECT: Re-draft Legislation

I respectfully request to have the following piece of legislation re-drafted for the zoor-

oz Session:

: x:lffiH:H:Xlll ilf 
and z7ss(combineintoone)

. Former House Bill +6S

Should you have any questions regarding this request, please contact my office at787-

2686. f hur. attached a copy of the legislation for your convenience.

Thank you for your attention to this request

A PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER

1

TO:
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Srr,ryTE Coxsr,\lE ILIES

Assoc rt,\Tlt oN, [NCrol]RIptolIR,\TIEID
Reply to: P.O. Box 105

Thornton, PA 19373
(610) 361-133s

FAX (610) 361-133s

Exectrttve Board
President

Jack Esher

Vice President
John Anderson

Treasurer
Robert Freeman

Secretary
John Nardi

Past President
Sam Corey

District Directors
Region I

Richard Davies
Region II

Lawrence Karis
Region III

Clyde Gearhart
Region IV

John Lacich

Founding Father
Vincent Santarelli

Executive Director
Emil J. Minnar

January 16,2001
(rrq?rr-szrZ
((tl{re -{7/r

Honorable Peter J.Zng
Pennsylv ania House of Representatives
House Post Office Box 2A2020
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2020

RE: H.8.465

Dear Representative Zug:

A copy of your recent communication (12/2012000) to your fellow
Representatives inviting them to join you as a co-sponsor of H.B. 465 has been referred
to me for informational purposes.

As the current President of the Pennsylvania State Constables Association
(PSCA), and speaking on behalf of PSCA's Legislative Committee and our statewide
membership, wo find the proposed bill dealing with removal of constables/discipline,
to be flawed and in conflict with existing election law.

On occasion, we have attempted to make these concerns known to your of;fice;
however, wo received no response to them. Further, it would seem practical that ii
legislation addressilg removal of constablesldisciplinary action were tb be developed
that constables could play a significant role in the crafting of the legislation. 

^Be

advised that PSCA has never been contacted or invited to cooperatively *ork with you
in this regard.

It is also my understanding that during the last session of the House, members
were led to believe that constables had no objections to H.B. 465 and that they
supported 

-rt : this is certainly not the case. As an association, PSCA does not oppose
rqmova!/disciplinary regulation. However, it does oppose an inaccurate and irnfair
piece of legislation which you are proposing for reintroduction in the 2001session.

ln a positlve tone, we are prepared to discuss and offer inputs to the bill to make
it equitablg to all involved and an effective piece of legislatibn urhich we too can
lupportr. If yqu concur, we sknd ready to work with you to achieve this mutual goal.
Proceeding with the current rendition of H.B. 465 leaves us no choice but to act-ively
voice our opposition to a rather flawed piece of legislation.



Honorable Peter J. ZuglH.B. 465
January 16,2001Nage?

I look forward to a favorable reply and the opportunity to mutually work toward
effective, meaningful, and acceptable constable legislation.

Esher,

JE/drm
cc: PA Representative Thomas P. Gannon

PSCA Executive Board
PSCA Legislative Committee
Emil J. Minnar, PSCA Executive Director



Ronald Murray
Pennsylvania State Constahle
945 Walnut Street
Allentown, PA 18102
Phone & Fax 6rc-$4-8888

January 20,2AAl

PA State Representative Peter l. Zug
House Post Office Box 2AZA20

Main Capital Building
Harrisburg, PA 17 l2O-2020

Dear Representative Zug;

A Note recently crossed my desk regarding House Bill 465, and efforts to gain additional

support for sponsorship of that Bill.

First let me say that as a past president of the Lehigh Count-y Constables, and as an active

member of our Lehigh County Orgaruzation I am not opposed to a constructive
legislation. In fact, I was actively involved in the passage of the current constable Bill,
referred to as Act 44.

However, I am strongly opposed to IIB 465 in its present form. I believe that in its present

form, the Bill has several flaws that nnrst be addressed. These include possible conflicts
with existing election law, and the right of all citizens to due process.

There are many of us that feel there should be additional definitive legislation for
constables, including discipline and updating and refining of the Constable fees and rules.

The active Constables in Lehigh County would be more than willing to cooperate with
your office to refine these matters.

I repeat. I am strong-ly opposed to IIB 465 in its present form

Sincerely,

Murray
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PENNSYLVANIA STATE CONSTABLE ASSOCIATION
LuzrRNr CouNrv, Cnnptn 40

263 Scott Street
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702

570-824-s1 10

" lustice with Understanding"

I0: Pn Srnrr RrpnESENrArrvE Prrrn J 7ue

FR0lvl:CHApTER 40, Pa Srnrr CoTsTABLES Assoc

SUBJECI: H. B. 465-RrmovAL oF CorrrsrABLES Fnom 0rr r cr

DATt: 1-22-7"001

I wns TNsTRUCTED By rHE MEMFrns oF CHnprER 40,
l-uzERNE CouNTy, AT ouR REGULAR M0NTHLy MEETING,
YESTERDAY, JAN. ?I, ?OAI, To WR I TE YoU TH I S LETTER.

!/r ARE srRoNGLy opposED To pASSAGE oF THIS BILL,
AND UNDERSTAND YOU PLAN TO RE-INTRODUCE IT AGAIN.
AT THE STATE LEVELI THE COI'ISTABLES ASSOCIATION WANTS
THE OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS IT,S CONTENTS AND TO
ADDRESS THE CONSTABLES, CONCERNS DIRECTLY WITH YOU.
AT THE STATE AND coUNTY LEVEL I wE CoNS I DER TH I S A

VAGUEI INACCURATE AND FLAWED CONSTABLE BILL.

- i,&u/3:,"YaL,''',P
Arrrf HoNY F'KA r sER JR, CorusrABLE
STcRETARY/TnTASURER, CHnp 40
263 Scorr Sr.
!{r r-KEs-BRnnr, Pa 18702

CC: RTpnESENTATTvE Krvru BLnuyl
RTpnESENTATTvE Tom Treur
RTpnESENTATTvE PHyLLrs lvluruoy
RTpnESENTATTvE Tooo EacHUS
DtsrRIcr JusrrcE Fnrn PrrnANToNr
SEunroR RnpHAEL [vlusro
PN STATE COI'I STABLES ASSOCIATION



HONORABLE PETHR J. ZUffi
Pennsylvnnia House mf Repr*semtatives
Housm Fmst Office Br:x 20202il
I{arrishurs, PA 1? I ?(}-2il?fi

Jnnuary 23, Zffill

tr)eu,r Representati l,m f, ug :

As the curnnnt Yice Prnsidnnt mf the Fennsylvania State Constables

Ansucimt;ion, Trustee mf the l,ursrmm ilmumty ilonstahles Assnciation mnd

rnmrnber of fufmnrmm, LackawflfiIla and Hflymrn:[ng Llnumties Constables

Association, I spralc mn hehalf of mysmlf and the memhers nf"the ahove

Assoniation rnernbmrships in yoicing nppnsitinn to your proposed H"8.465

dealing with the rernol.ml r:f cmnstahles/discipline in it's prssent form" We

find it flawed, vagnn zurd in cmmflict with nxisting etection larrys.

Pennsyll'ania State Cunstahlns .Assnuiatinn and its' tnemhership t)ilES
1TOT approve nf tXris hill in its' prnsnnt fnnm as othnr members of the Honse

nf. Represmntatives wsre led tm helieve. I w*uld hnpe for ynu to reserve

npinion nn furthnring intrnduction of this H"B" 465, or any legislatinn
regarding Gonstahlms until all parlies concerned can sit tugether to draft
mffnctivn proposals fnr fair lngislntion.

Pennsylvania State Constahlms Ass*ciatinm dnms not oppffss disciplinary
regulation" Sf,e are prspared tr dis*uss and offler input tm the bill to make

equitahle tn all invmlved- and mn elTective pimcc of Xegisla,timn, ra'hich lfi/e can

suppnrt. We stnnd rendy tn wnrk with yor tm ashieve this rnufual goal.

Sincerely,

Anderson
Pennsytr vanin State Cmnstahlm

41fi Parsnnage fitremt
Pitistcn, PA I 864fi-?S I 3

W
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Cc Reprmsentative Clmnn nn
Representative trSlaumt

Representative Car,vley
Representative Hnsny
Representative Mnjmr:

Representati rrn h{undy
Representative Stahack
Representative Tigun
Representative Yadi*,hak
Reprnsmntativm Wansauz
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January 23,2001
Honorable Peter J. Zug
Pennsylv afia House of Representatives
House Post Office Box 202020
Harrisburg, Pa 17 120-2AZA

Dear Representative Zug,

Attached is a copy of recent correspondence I received from Pennsylvania State

Constables Association pertaining to the *ZUG BILL" or otherwise known as H.B. 465-1999.

As the current Recording Secretary of Monroe County Constables Association and active

member of Pennsylvania State Constables Association I can speak on behalf of myself and our
Monroe County membership in opposition to your proposed H.B. 465 dealing with removal of
constables/discipline in its present form. We find your proposals flawed, vague and in conflict
with existing election law.

Pennsylvania State Constables Association and its membership does not approve of this
bill in its present form as we're told you have led other members in the House of Representatives

to believe. I would hope for you to reserve opinion on firthering introduction of this H.B. 465,
or for that matter, any legislation regarding Constables until all parties concerned can sit together

in hopes of crafting effective proposals for fair legislation.
I'm sure you can see that any legislation in the form that H.B . 465 is written, containing

such vague uncertain terms would leave Constables open to indiscrete personal or political
retribution.

If in fact RepresentativeZug,you sincerely feel H.B.465 is fair, perhaps its wording
should be amended to read "ALL ELECTED OFFICIALS" not merely Constables....Need we say

more?

Monroe County Constables Association
Secretary

William J. Marks
RR 4 Box 4195-4

Saylorsburg, PA 18353
570-992-1072

billmark@noln.com



437 Argonne Drive
New Kensington, PA 15068
Home (724) 337-3814 / Work (724) 226-5343
Pager (724) 233-9921

Jan. 27,2001

PA State Representative Peter J. Zug
House Post Office Box 202020
Main Capital Building
Harrisbwg, PA I 7 120-2020

Dear Representative Zug,

I am writing you in reference to H.B. 465.I understand that you have sponsored
this bill before the house.

My concerns are the generalities and discretionary areas. As a constable, I rcalize
the need for accountability among our ranks. However, your bill allows for wide
latitude of interpretation of physical and mental disability, neglect or violation of any
official duties, inefficiency, neglect, intemperance or conduct unbecoming a
constable. To the best of my knowledge, there are no written guidelines available to
determine these issues. I also believe that these guidelines are far broader than any
guidelines for any of our local police departments.

I recently spent a week attending an instructor development-training seminar
sponsored by the PCCD. These were conducted at their offices in Harrisburg. While
there, we had opportumty to discuss the issue of accountability among constables. I
felt that the ideas discussed were validated by our experience as constables. Steve
Spangenberg, the director of the training of constables and deputy sheriffs, seemed to
appreciate the input.

I would ask you for an opportunity to discuss these issues with you. I believe that
discussion and input are critical to implementing a fair and effective method of
accountability among constables.

I

*A
Gordon

cc: John Pallone
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January 28, 2001

TO: PA STATE REPRESENTATIVE PETER J. ZUG

I am typing this letter in disbelief. Please do not
f orget that Constables are elected of f icials and are. ..

Ieaders in our communities and are also very well respected.
The bill you sponsored , House BilI 465 should nol be

passed. You should have common courtesy towards your fellow
elected officials. You havq not discussed BiII 465 with
anyone in our organization. This is an outrage! I am urging
you, Mr. Zug to involve aII constables and change your
attitude towards constables.

PA State Constable,

Travis F. Curry

STATE CO]ISTABLE

a+^&ron, *OZ?

a

t
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Pennsvlvania State Constable

A.P. Reast
PO Box 354, Hatlield PA19440

Tel. (215) 215-412-8781, Fax (215) 412-7689,Pager (215) 509-0422,
email reastfam@msn.com

PA State Representative Zug
Harrisburg.

Dear Sir
I was appalled to read the mis-represented statements

issued by you regarding your proposed legislation concerning
Constables.

Let me assure you that I as an individual Constable and the
PSCA representing the vast major$ of Constables in
Pennsylvania we!_e ryev$ cousulted and most certatnlv are not in
favor of vour bill. At the very least I would have thought that vou
would have had the courtesv to replv to our orsanizations
attempts to contact vou in order to di;cuss vour bill before it was
presented to the House!

We as individuals and the PSCA as a whole are contacting our
State Representatives and Senators urging them to vote against
this Bill.

Your time could maybe have been beffer spent in looking at
the possibility of a raise as it has heen thirteen yefirs since we
last had a pay raise (I wonder how many pay raises you, as an
elected official have had in the last thirteen years?)

Would you go into the inner city area of Philadelphia to arrest
someone for the princely sum of $17.50? I think this is an area



that needs to be addressed before worrying about some
isolated incident concerning Constable malfeasance and
incidentally the ever more time absorbing (and unpaid)
training that we have to receive each year are making these
incidents very rare and in practice any constable who does not
csrry out proper procedures will immediately find himself with
no work being issued to him by the District Justice.

Yours truly,

NM
Adrian P. Reast



CHARLES M. WARRICK
PO BOX r42
MOSCOW, PA, 19444 )- 3/-0)

PA STATE REPRESENTATIVE PETER J. ZUG

DEAR SIR,

- AS A STATE CONSTABLE I OPPOSE WHAT YOU ARE TRYING TO
ACCOMPLISH WITH H.B. 465.

- I AM THE PRESIDENT OF LACKAWANNA COUNTY CHAPTER 20, AND I
NOR ANY OF MY MEMBERS QUERIED AS OUR LIKE OR DISLIKE OF YOUR
BILL.

. YOU STATED TO YOUR FELLOW MEMBERS THAT CONSTABLES DO NOT
OPPOSE THIS BILL..THAT SIR IS NOT TRUE.

. RESPECTFULLY REQUEST YOU MTHDRAW YOUR STATEMENT AND
HOUSE BILL, UNTIL YOU FIND OUT FROM THE WHOLE STATE WHAT OUR
LIKES/DISLIKFsARE...

- FEEL FREE TO CONTACT ME AT 570.842-7485, OR MY NUMERIC PAGER
57A441-427t.

SINCERELY,

CHARLES M. WARRICK
STATE CONSTABLE
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H. WILLIAM DeWEESE
THE MINORITY LEADER

THE STATE CAPITOL
HARRISBURG . PA 1712O.2O2O

PHONE: (7171 7a3-3797

Hon. Peter J. Zug
PA House of Representatives
150-A East Wing
Main

P

1S

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
COMMONWEALTH OF PEN NSYLVANIA

HARRISBURG

February 5, 2007

ce I have received from a deputy constable in my legislative district.
I you have already introduced HB 465 in this session as HB 184.

Please advise Ms. Closser of any discussions you have had, or plan to have, with constables

regarding this legislation. I would appreciate your directing a copy of any colrespondence you have

with Ms. Closser to Sue Germanio of my Harrisburg Staff.

Thank you for responding to my constituent's concerns.

Sincerel

eese

50th Legislative District
The Minority Leader

HWD:sg
cc: Deputy Constable Hope H. Closser

@
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H. Closser
Cherry St.

, lrlayne sburg , PA 15 3 7 0
January 22, 2001

PA State RepresenEative William DeWeese
Harrisburg, PA

Dear Sir:
As a Pennsylvania State Constable I wish to express my opposition

to H.B 465 in it's present form.
I believe that Representative Zug should give all constables or

their representatives the opportunity to discuss this bill with him
personally before it's introduction into the 2001 session of the
legis lature

Sincerly,

Hope H. Closser
Deputy Constable
3rd l,ilard
Waynesburg, PA

t



Allegheny County Constable's Association, fnc.
Legislative Committee

P.O. Box 182
Wexford, PA 15090

Chairman,
Earl Bragunier

Co-Chairman,
Elaine Caparelli

Co-Chairman,
Alan Templin

February 9, 2001

Rep. Peter J. Zug
Harrisburg Office
House Post Office Box 2O2O2A
Main Capital Building
Harrisburg, PA 17 120-2020

Dear Representative Zug.

The Allegheny County Constables Association is very interested in your recently
submitted House Bill 465 in regards to laws pertaining to constables. I am the
Chairman of our Legislative Committee and, along with our Association, are
pleased to see this legislation go into effect. We hope that you will work with our
Committee on this HB or any other future items that pertain to Constables. You
can reach me by phone at 724-935-2986 or at the above address.

Again, thank you for your interest in Constable laws. lf we can be of any
assistance please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

{lA
L&tx

Earl Bragunier
Chairman
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PA State Representative Peter Zug
House Post Office Box 2O2O2O
Main Capital Building
Harrisburg, PA 1 7 fiA-z0?f-

Dear Representative Zug,

The Lehigh Valley Constable Association is opposed to Bill H.B. 465 in its
present form. Reform is progressive, however this bill as it stands conflicts with
existing election laws and the right of all citizens to due process.

We are sworn to uphold the law. This particular bill if passed could hurt
the many to punish the few.

This opposition does not mean that we are completely against this bill.
We would be more that willing to assist you with revising this piece of legislation.
As constables we offer our assistance, and are willing to work with your office
with our input and guidance.

As it stands we do not advocate this bill. Also, we are in the process of
informing our local representatives of our opinion as well.

Again we are strongly opposed to H.B. 465 as it stands!

Sincerely,

The Lehigh Valley Gonstable Association

t-,hoo"... 2

a"_

\\s$*,
fr-&-'
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PETERJ. ZUG, MEMBER

HARRISBURG OFFICE:
HOUSE POST OFFICE BOX 2O2O2O

MAIN CAPITOL BUILDING
rhRRI S BURG, PENNSYLVANIA I'1 I2O.2O2O

PHONE: (717)787-2686
TOLL FREE I -800-956-4050

MYERSTOWN OFFICE:
I 12 WESTMAINAVENUE
MYERSTOWN, PA 17067
PHONE: (717)866-9144

ELIZABETHVILLE OFFICE :

27 SOUTHMARKETSTREET
ELIZABETHVILLE, P A 17 023

PHONE: (7t7)362-90st

!{owe of representotiau

COMMITTEES

APPROPRIATIONS
COMMERCE AND ECONOMIC

DEVELOPMENT
SUBCOMMITTEE CHAIRMAN
ON HOUSTNG

STATE GOVERNMENT
VETERANS AFFAIRS AND

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS
MAJORITY POLICY

CHESAPEAKE BAY COMMISSION

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

HARRISBURG

February 22,2001

Edgar Siptroth, Jr.
Cumberland County State Constable
4201 Gettysburg Road
Camp Hill, PA 17011

Dear Mr. Siptroth:

Thank you for your comments on House Bill 184. I appreciate hearing from you on this
matter

Representative Nailor has given me your ideas and I will have our Judiciary Committee
review this material when we present amendments to HB184. We have met with the State
Constable Association and will work with them to arrive at a compromised proposal.

Again, thank you for sharing your views with me.

Very truly yours,

PETER J. ZUG, MEMBER
I O2"d Legislative Di strict

PJZ:fke

t

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER@



PETER J.ZUC. }IEMBER

HARRISBURC OFFICE:
HOUSE POST OFFICE BOX 2O2O2O

MAIN CAPITOL BUILDING
HARRIS BURG. PENNSYLVAN IA 17 I2O-2020

PHONE: (717)787-2686
-roLL FREE l -800-9564050

MYERSTOWN OFFICE:
II2 WESTMAIN AVENUE
MYERSTOWN, PA I7067
PHONE:(717) 866-9144

ELIZABETHVILLE OFFICE:
27 SOI.JTH MARKET STREET
ELIZABETHVILLE. PA I 7023

PHONE: (717) 362-905 I

5{ouse of Reyresentatiy es
COMN,,I()NWEALTH OF PENNSYLVAN IA

HARRISBURG

June l2,20Ol

COi\IMITTEES

APPROPRIATIONS
COMVIERCE AND ECONOMIC

DEVELOPMENT
SUBCOMMITTEE CHAIRMAN
ON HOUSING

INSURANCE
VETERANS AFFAIRS AND

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS
NIAJORITY POLICY

CHESAPEAKE BAY COMMISSION

Randy K. Rosenberger
Secretary
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P.O. Box 126

Athen, PA 18810

Dear Constable Rosenberger:

I would like to thank you for your recent correspondence relating to House Bill 184, which attempts to -
update the procedures for removing an unfit constable from office.

House Bill 184 provides that a constable shall not be removed from office except for reasons such as

physical or mental disability affecting the constable's ability to carry out the duties of office, neglect or violation of
any official duty, conviction of a misdemeanor or felony, ineffrciency, neglect, intemperance or conduct

unbecoming a constable, or performing official duties while under the influence of alcohol or a controlled substance,

as defined in the Controlled Substance, Drug, Device, and Cosmetic Act.

The only substantive change in existing law occurs in the filing of complaints. Cunently, complaints
against constables are filed with the court of common pleas. This legislation directs complaints to the county district
attorney's office. I have enclosed a copy of House Bill 184, along with a bill summary, which I hope will alleviate
some of your concerns.

Recently, representatives of the Pennsylvania State Constables Association (PSCA) met with me, and a

member of our research staff, to discuss the legislation. It has become evident that there is a good deal of confusion

about the bill, despite the fact that it doesn't make any wholesale changes to the law. However, please be assured

that we will work on strengthening the bill in a manner that all sides can support.

Once again, thank you for your correspondence. If you have further questions or comments about this

legislation, or any matter relating to state govemment, please do not hesitate to contact me.
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PETER T. ZUG, MEMBER
I 02nd Legislative District
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cc: Jack Esher, President,

Pennsylvania State Constables Association
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