
PETER J. ZUG, MEMBER

HARRISBURG OFFICE:

HOUSE POST OFFICE BOX 90

MAIN CAPTOL BUILDING

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 1 71 204028
PHONE: (717) 787.2686

ToLL FREE 1.800-956.4050

MYERSTOWN OFFICE:

112 WEST MAIN AVENUE

MYERSTOWN, PA 17067

PHONE: (717) 866-9144

ELIZABETHVILLE OFFICE:

33 SOUTH MARKET STREET

ELIZABETHVILLE, PA 17023

PH0NE: (714 362-90s1

FROM:

DATE:

COMMITTEES

POLICY

FINANCE

MILITARY & VEIERANS AFFAIRS

9{orrse of fuprnerutatiaes
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

HARRISBURG

TO All Members of the House of

Representative Peter J. Zug
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R presentatives

SUBJECT: Proposed Legislation - Prohibiting Prostitution

When we return to session I plan to introduce legislation which would further
prohibit prostitution.

This legislation would make it a felony of the third degree if the person
committing the offense was knowingly immunodeficiency virus (HlV) positive or
infected with the acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS) virus.

lf you are interested in co-sponsoring this legislation, please contact Jodi at
7-2686.
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JOHN F. CHBRRY
DISTRICT ATTORNEY

DAUPHIN COUNTY
HARRISBURC, PENNSYLVANIA 17IO8.I IO9

(7r7) 255-2770

January 27, 1995

Honorable Peter J. Zug
House of Representatives
House P.O. Box 90
Main Capitol Building
Harrisburg, PA 17 120-0028

ln re: House Bill No. 25

Dear Representative Zug:

Thank you for providing me with the opportunity to review House Bill No. 25,
which would amend the crime of prostitution to provide for a more severe grading if the
person who committed the offense knew he was HIV positive or infected with the AIDS
virus. The Dauphin County District Attorney's Office whole-heartedly supports this
legislation, as it will be a valuable too! in the prosecution of such cases.

ln Dauphin County, in the past few years, our office has prosecuted several
individuals who were engaging in prostitution while they were HIV positive or infected
with AIDS. One individual who was prosecuted indicated that she had sexual relations
with well over a hundred individuals since she had become aware that she was HIV
positive. That particular individual was sentenced to the maximum sentence under
current law of 6 to 12 months incarceration. Within a year, that same individual was
arrested in the City of Harrisburg for engaging in prostitution. Even as a repeat
offender, that person could not be sentenced to more than 6 to 12 months. Once that
sentence expires, no further supervision of the individual is possible. Were House Bill
No.25 to become law, such individuals could be punished by incarceration, and, in
appropriate circumstances, could be supervised by parole authorities for extended
periods of time. As current Iaw only provides for prostitution to be a misdemeanor of
the third degree, any increase in the grading of an oftense under these circumstances
would be most useful.



Again, please be assured that the Dauphin County District Attorney's Office
supports this legislation. Should you need anything further, please feel free to contact
me at your convenience.

Sincerely,

n F. Cherry
trict Attorney

JFC/drm



OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY

BRADFORD H. CHARLES
DISTRICT ATTORNEY

{o0nmr $ounfu MICHAEL WAHMANN
CHIEF COUNTY DETECTIVEMUNICIPAL BUILDING

4OO S..8th STFIEET
LEBANON, PENNSYLVAN IA 17042

TELEPHON E - 7 17-27 4-2801

NIar ch 1 , 199 5

The Honorabl e
1 12 trt/est Main
Nlyerstown , PA

Peter J
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zug

Dear Pete;

f have revi ewed the proposed 1eg'i sl ati on you have f orwarded to
me regarding prosti tutes who are H. f. V. posi ti ve.

As you know, f strongly f avor such Tegislation. Recently 2 o1)?
county arrested a prostitute who was H. f. V. positive and who
bragged about sleeping with 5OO men. Because she was arrested
by an undercover pol ice of f i.cer who was pos ing as a tt Johrttt , we
coul d not actuaTTy prove that she endangered anyone t s 1 i fe .

Thus r w€ were relegated to charging a misdeme anor offense.
UnfortunateTy, this prostitute was sentenced and reTeased back
into the commun ity af ter serving only approximate 1y six morlths .

f bel i eve strongTy that a prosti tute who knows that he / she i s
H. f . V. posi ti ve should be subj ect to more seri ous criminal
sarrctions. The legislation which you have proposed would
accompl i sh thi s.

As f adv i sed you on the phone, the Penn syTvania Di s trict
At,torneyts Association voted to support stronger per:alties for
prosti tutes who are H. f . V. posi ti ve . Unfor tunately , with the
spread of the AIDS virus, I believe that the p"oblem which we
f aced in Lebanon Count,y wi 11 become more preval ent. One of the
reasons for criminaT sanc t i ons i s to de ter future criminaT
conduct and protect the community by keeping a violat,or off the
streets. Legislation such as the one you have proposed will
help accomplish both of these goals as it relates to
H. f. V. -posi tve prosti tutes.
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?he Honorable Peter J. Zug
Nlarch 1, 1995
Page 2

Thank you for taking the ini t iative regarding this issue. f
know that Senator Chip Brightbill has also sponsored sim iTar
legislation in the PennsyTvania Senate. You may want to speak
with him and coordinate your efforts toward making this needed
legislation a reality.

If you have
know.

any questi ons re7 ating to the above , p1 ease 1 et me

Very truly yours,

BRADFORD
District
BHC / std

H. CHARLES
A t t orney



PETER J.ZUG,MEMBER
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March 13, 1995

Honorable Kathy M. Mandarino
Member
House Judiciary Committee
1034 East Wing
Harrisburg, PA 17120

Dear Representative Mandarino:

Enclosed are copies of letters, for your perusal, from Brad Charles, Lebanon
County District Attorney and John Cherry, Dauphin County District Attorney, pertaining
to my legislation (House Bill 247) which is scheduled to be voted by the Judiciary
Committee tomorrow, Tuesday, March 14, 1995.

Furthermore, I would appreciate it you would review House Btal 247 and the
above-mentioned letters and ask that you vote favorably.

Thank you.

Very ours,

PETER J. ZUG, MEMBER
102nd Legislative District

PJVjm
enclosures

INFORM YOUR MEMBER IMSECRETARIES:
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MUNICIPAL BUILDING
4OO S..8th STBEET
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Maroh 1, 1995

the HonorabLe
112 tlest MaIn
l*lyers town, PA

Feter J. frr"tg
Avenue

17067

Dear Pete:

f have roviewed the proposed J.egtslatlon you have forwarded to
&lE re6ardlnt prostlf,utes who are H,.I. V. positive.
As you k:eow, f strengXy favor such legisJ.atl.on. RecentJ'y, ou.tr
ceunty atrrested a prostitute who was H. f, V. posl.tlve and who
bragted about sleeplng wl.th 5oo rueri. Eecaurse she was arr€sted
by an undercor/er poltce of,f tcer who hras noslng as a trJofint, n wecould not actual Xy prove that she endangered, anyone r s ILfe.
?husr wo wero relegated to chargln€: a rnlsdemeanor offense.
Unf ortu.natel. y, this prosti tute was senterrced and rel eased baclr
into the connurxi-ty af ter servin6 only approx i,mateJ y six uonths.

f beli€v€ strongly that a prostitute who knows that he/she is
H. r. V. posttiva should be subject to &ora serious criminal
ssrtctlons. The le4isletion which you lraue pr:oposed would
ac coupJ, i sh ttr i s -

As I adv{ sed you o.n the phone, the Pennsy,I yanl, a Di s tri ct
Attorney I s Assoclatlon voted to support stnongen p€nal tlos for
p.l3ostl,tutes who are H. f . y- posltlve- Unfortuna.tely, with the
spread of the AIDS vLnus , L bel ieve that the problen r,rhich we
faced i.n Lebanon County wlll. becorne more pnevalent- One of the
reasons for criuLnal .safl.ctLons Is to deter firture criminal.
cortduct and protect the conrnuni ty by keeping a vL oLator off the
strpets. LegisLation such as the one you have proposed wLlL
help acconpl,ish both of these goa,rs as it relstes to
H- f - V. -posi tve prosti tutes.

;
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The Honorable Peter J. ZuA
March 1, 1995
Paae 2

?hank you for takirrg the ini tiative .r,egarding thls l ssue, I
haow that, Senatqr Chip BriSh tbill has also .sponsored sl.rn ilar
lesisl ati on in the Pennsyl vania Sena';e:. You rlry wan I l;o speak
wl th h,lm and coordlnate your ef forts toward nnaklng tt:i-i.s needecJ
I*g{slatlon a reallty 

i

If you haue any questions rel,ating to the above, pf ease 1et fre
know.

Veny truly yours,

ERADF.ORD II - CHARTES
Di stri, ct Attorney
EHc/std

TOTRL F, A3

8;



trOnr'I F. CHEERY
DISTRICT ATTORT.{EY

DAUPHIH COUHTY
HABRISB{.'nfi , FENI{SYLVANIA 17108-l 109

(?17) Ir5-x??0

January 27, 1995

Honorabt* Peter J. Zug
House of Representatives
House P,O, Box 90
Main Capitol Building
Harrisburg, PA 171?0-0028

ln re: HouEe tsill No. 25

Dear Representative Zug:

Thank you for providing me with the opportunity to review Hsuse Bill No. ?5,

which would amend the crime of prsstitution ts provide for a more severe grading if t!'e

pgrson whs committed the offense knew he was HIV positive or infected rruith the AIEIS

virus, The Eauphin Gounty Bistrict Attorney's Office whole-heartedly supports this

legislatisn, as it will be a valuahle tool in the pro$ecution of such ca$es.

ln Dauphin County, in the past few year$, our office has prosecuted several

individuals who werg engaging in prostitution lrrhile they werB HIV positive or infectecl

with AID$" One individuat whs'svas prs$ecuted indicated that she had sexual relatior s

with well over a hundred individuals since she llad become aware that she uras HIV

positive. That particular individuat was sentenced to the maxinnum sentence under

current law of B to 12 monthe incarceration. Within a year, that same individual was

arreeted in the f,ity of Harrisburg for engaglng in prostitution. Even as a repeat

offender, that person could not be sentenced to more than ts to 12 rnonths. Once thart

sentence expiresr no further supervision of the individual is possible. Were House Bi l

No. t$ to hecome law, $uch individuals could he punished by incarceration, and, in

appropriate circumstances, could he supervlsed hy parole authnrities for extended

pbilo6s of time. As current law only provides for prostitution tn he a misderneanor of

ihe thirO degree, any increase in the grading of an offense under these circumstance:l

would he most useful t



Again, please he assured thst the Dauphin County District Attorney's Office

supports thiE legislation. $hould you need anything fufiher, please feet free to contac'':

me at your convenience.

$incerety,

hn F. Gherry
ct Attorney

JFG/drm



PETER J.ZUG,MEMBER
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MYERSTOWN OFFICE:
I 12 WEST MAIN AVENUE
MYERSTOWN ,PA 1706I
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I{ous e rf repres erft atiu u
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

HARRISBURG

March 22, 1995

Mr. and Mrs. Milton Watts
271 Winding Brooks Run
North Wales, PA 19454

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Watts:

Thank you for your recent letter to me regarding my legislation. I truly
appreciate hearing from you on this matter.

You will be pleased to know that my legislation was amended unanimously in
the House to include the same penalty for clients of prostitution. I believe this action
satisfies your concern.

Again, thank you for your note concerning this very important leglslation facing
Pennsylvania.

Very Trul Yours,

PETER J. ZUG, MEMBER
102nd Legislative District

PJZlim

1& PRINTED oN REcYCLED PAPER
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Mr. & Mrs. Milton Watts
271 Winding Brook Run
North Wales, PA 19454
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House of Representatives

Public lnformotion DePortment
Commonweolth
of Pennsylvonio

Rep. Peter J. Zug
(717) 866-e144

(717) 787-2686FOR RELEASE:
March 14, 1995

(

I

HARRISBURG - The House Judiciary Committee approved Rep. Pele Zug's (R-102nd) bill which seeks to

increase penalties lor convicted prostitutes who know they are HIV positive or intected with the AIDS virus.

lf enacted, the Zug bill would make anyone convicted ol prostitution, and is knowingly human immunodeliciency

virus (HlV) posilive or infected with lhe aquired immune deliciency syndrome (AIDS) virus, subject to a third degree

lelony. Third{egree felonies are punishable by up to live years in prison and a line ol up to $15,000.

Zug introduced the bill at the rEuest ol Lebanon County District Attorney Brad Charles and Dauphin County

District Attorney John Cherry.

"Prostitution is akeady a crime in Pennsylvania," Zug said. "However, those prostitutes who ue HIV positive

are potential killers. Worse, proslilutes who knorv lhey are HIV positive must understand that lhey are not just

breaking the law conceming prostitulion, lhey are endangering lhe lives ol others.'

Zug said several reports in Pennsylvania newspapsrs made it clear lhat lhis legislation was needed.

"The Lebanon Daily News and the Harrisburg Patriot-News have carried several slories about local proslitutes

who were HIV posilive and the need lor anyone who had been involved with these prostitutes to be tested,' Zug said.

Approved in committee by a vote ol 19 to 3, House Bill 247 nw goes to lhe House lloor lor consideration.

###
a



c

B

House of Representatives

Public !nformotion DePortment
Commonweolth
of PennsYlvonio

Rep. Peter J. Zug

vn 866-e144

(717) 787-2686
FOR RELEASE:

March 21 , 1995

r
o

HARRISBURG - Legislation introduced by Rep. Pete Zug (R-102nd) ard passed today by lh€ House

would increase penalties ,or convicted prostitutes who knoly lhey are HIV positive or inlected with lhe AIDS virus.

House Bill 247 was apprwed by a vote ol 184 to 12. The legislation would make anyone convicted of

prostitution and who is kno,ningly HIV posilive or inlected with fhe AIDS virus sublect to a third{egree lelony.

Thirddegree lelonies ale punishable by up to seven years in prison and a line of up to $15,000.

"[s unlortunate lhis legislation is necessary, but we have sEen sareral situations where it could have

already been utilized,'Zug said.

Zug introduced similil legislalion last sesion at the request ol Lebanon County District Attomey Brad

Charles and Dauphin County District Attomey John Cherry.

'Prostigion is already a crime in Pennsylvania," Zug said. "Horwer, lhose prostilutes who are HIV

positive are ptential killers. Worse, proslitutes who knorv they are HIV positive must understand that they are not iust

breaking the lar conceming proslitution, they are endangering the lives of others.'

An noted that several reporls in Pennsylvania newspap€rs made it cleil that this legislation was

needed.

The Lebanon Daily Narvs and lhe Harisburg Patriot-Nervs have caried a number ol stories in the

past aboul local prostitules who were HIV positive ard the need lor anyone who had been involved with these

prostitutes to be tested,'Zq said.

The legislation was originally approved by the House Judiciary Committee by a vote ol 19 lo 3. The

legislation will now go t0 th€ Senate for consideralion.

#*##
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House of Representatives

Public lnformotion Deportment
Commonweolth
of Pennsylvonio

Rep. Peter I. Zug
(7 17) 866-et44
(7 t7) 787 -2686FOR RELEASE:

Apnl 26, 1995

(
a

I

I{ARRISBURG - Legislation intoduced by Rep. Peter J. Zug has been unanimously approved by

the Senate Judiciary Committee.

House Bill 247, passed by the House in March by a vote of 184 to 12, increases penalties for

convicted prostitutes who know they are HIV positive or infected wittr ttre AIDS vinrs.

The legislation would make anyone convicted of prostitution and who is knowingly HIV positive or

infected with the AIDS virus subject to a ttrird-degree felony. Thirddegree felonies are punishable by up to

7 years in prison and a fine of up to $15,000.

Zug introduced the measure at the requests of Lebanon County District Attomey Brad Charles and

Dauphin County District Attorney John Cherry.

"Frostitution is already a crime in Pennsylvania," Zug said. "However, those prostitutes who are

HIV positive are potential killers. Worse, prostihrtes who know they are HIV positive must understand that

they are not just breaking the law conceming prostitution, they are endangering the lives of others."

Zug noted that several reports in Pennsylvania newspapers made it clear that this legislation was

needed.

The legislation was originally approved by ttre House Judiciary Committee by a vote of 19 to 3. The

legislation will now be considered by the full Senate.

It t t'.


