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TO All Flouse Members

Representative Susan Lau

SUBJECT: Proposed Legislation - PACE "income"

I will be introducing legislation that will fuither defining "income" for the PACE
program.

Currently 100% of railroad retirement income is counted as income in determining
eligibility to participate in the PACE program. My legislation is designed to drop that
percentage to 50% for the calendar years prior to 2002 and for calendar years 2002 artd

thereafter. Also this legislation will decrease the percentage from 100% to 50o/o for all
benefits received under Social Security, except Medicare benefits.

This legislation's intent is to lower the percentage of accountable income so that more
senior citizens canparticipate in the PACE program. If you would like to co-sponsor this
legislation, please contact my office at7-4444. Thank you for considering this legislation
that will allow many more of the deserving seniors in Pennsylvania to benefit from the
PACE program.
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OFFICE OF DEMOCRATIC LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION
PA House of Representatives - http://www.pahouse.com
G-07 South Office Building
House 8ox202229
Harrisburg, PA 17 120-2229 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: Amy Giancoli Hartman (717) 787-7895

Laughlin proposes Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program income exemption for PACE

HARRISBURG, April 11 State Rep. Susan Laughlin, D-Beaver/

Allegheny, has introduced legislation that, would increase eligibility

for the state's prescription drug program.

The bill would require applicants to count only half of their

Social- Security or federal railroad retirement benefit.s as income when

applying for the Pharmaceutical Assistance Cont,ract for the Elderly or

PACE Needs Enhancement Tier.

"Pennsylvania already offers this exempt,ion to seniors for its

Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program, " Laughlin said. 'This income

eligibility expansion would allow more seniors to q.ualify for

prescription drug benefits with the state. "

PACE and PACENET are for seniors 65 or older. PACE offers a $0

copayment for individuals making $14,000 and for married couples

earning $17,200. PACENET's income limits are $3,000 higher, and the

program has an $A or $15 copayment after meeting a 5500 deduct.ible.

In 2001, the General Assembly increased PACENET income limit by

$1, 000, but. many seniors st.ill are being bumped out of t.he program

because of Social Security cost-of-living increases.

"Exempting half of one's Social Security from t.he income

qJualifications for PACE and PACENET would provide immediate relief for

thousands of seniors, " Laughlin said.

The bill (H.8. 2549) has 49 co-sponsors and has been referred. Co

the House Finance Committee.
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