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COM MONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVAN IA 17I2OOFFICE OF

SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION

June 24, L992

Honorable Susan Laughlin
Pennsylvania House of Representatives
Room LZA South Office Building
Harrisburg, PennsylvanS-a L7L20

Dear Ms. Layk{:rn, A-
Your May 2L, L992 letter to Governor Casey, regard.i-ng

the need. for an overpass over Conrail and State Route 65 in
Leetsdale Borough, has been referred to me for reply.

We have just received the initial decision from the
Public Uti lity Cornrnission ( PUC ) concerning the Ferry Street
railroad crossing j-n Leetsdale. Administrative Law Judge
Gesoff issued an order which dj-rects the Pennsylvania
Department'of Transportation to prepare plans for the
widening of State Route 65 to provide for a left turning
lane at the intersection with Ferry Street, which is located
adjacent to the railroad crossingr. In response to the PUC
order, the Department has prograrnrned a $2.3 million project
to widen State Route 6 5 at this intersection . Itre pro j ect
is programmed on the Departmentrs safety and Mobility
Program, and is currently estimated to be available for
bidding in early 1994.

fn my June 8, L992 letter to you, f explained the
requirements regarding the construction of a railroad
overpass on Ferry Street. To briefly reiterate my previous
respons€, the constructj.on of an overpass reguires puc
approval, and the initiative for this project should come
from the Borough of Leetsd.ale since the overpass will be
located on a 1ocal street. The overpass project must be
ineluded in the Conunonwealth' s f\selve Year Transportati.on
Program, and it also must be included in arl approved Bridge
Bill capital Budget for all phases. r appreciate your
effort to include the proposed rail overpass in the next
Br5-dge BilI capital Budget. The next step would be the
progreuming of such a project j-n the Cornmonwealth's TweIve
Year Program.



Honorable Susan Laughlin
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Since update of the Twelve Year Program for the period
1992-2004 is currently underw&yr I recommend that Leetsdale
Borough work with the Allegheny County Department of
Planning and the Southwestern Pennsylvania Regi-ona1 Planning
Commission with respect to the prioritization of the
proposed, overpass. The update process, which is conducted
by the State Transportati.on Conrnission, also includes public
hearings on project priorities. I encourage your
constituency in teetsdale to select a representative to
appear at the public hearing in their region, when it is
scheduled in early 1993, to express their support for the
rail overpass on Ferry Street.

I believe that we had a useful dj-scussi,on with Borough
of Leetsdale off icials on this project in rny office on June
t7 , L992, and I understand that you also had a productive
meeting with District Engineer Henry Nutbrown the next day.
P1ease be assured that we will continue to work with you and
loca1 officials on this project. Your interest in the
Commonwealth I s Transportation Program is very much
appreciated.

Sincerely,

Howard Yerusalim, P.E.
Secretary of Transportation

7.rrl



WILLIAM J. COYNE
PENNSYLVANIA

I4TH DISTEICT

COMMITTEE

WAYS AND MEANS

SUECOMMITTEES:

Hgetrx
Selecr ReveNue MEASURES

COLEMAN J. CONROY
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

WASHINGTON OFFICE:

2455 RAyBUnil HousE OFFICE BullolilG
W^sxtrcrot{, DC 2OS t 6-38 14

l2o2l225-2301
DISTRICT OFFICE:

2OO9 Frorael Eutuotxc
IOOO LIEENTY AVENUE

PrrrsBuRGH, PA 15222
it4121 644-287O

houge of Bepredsrtetibeg

@asDington, D,t, 20515-3814

October 5, L992

The Honorable Howard Yerusalim PE,
Secretary

Department of Transportation
Transportation and Safety Building
Harrisburg, PA. 17LzA

Dear Secretary Yerusalim:

I am writing Eo support the request from the Borough -of
Leetsdale for the propoila LeeEsdale Bridge over PA 65 and
Conrail mainlines.

This proposed bridge will provide a significant improvement
in safeEy over current conditions.

I would like to urge that any additional studies Eh
necessary be completed in 1993 with construction of the
to begin as soon as Possible.

Sineerely yours,

William J. Coyne

aE are
bridge

WJC / aglhm



OFFICE OF

SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

DEPARTM ENT OF TRANSPORTATION

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVAN IA I7I2O

October' .J0 , 7992

Ilonorable WiIIiam J. Coyne, Metnber
United States House of Representatives
2455 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-3814

Dear oon-<;ressman 5,1#,", /;A
Th j.s is in response to your letter dated October 5, 1992 supportittg

the request from the Borough of Leetsdale for the proposed Leetsdale Bridge
over PA 65 and the Conrail mainlines in Allegheny County.

The biennial update of the Twelve Year Program 1s currently underway
for the development of the 7992-2004 Program, and the Department is
coordinating this ef f ort with l.ocal goverrunents, county planning
commissions and metropolitan planning organizations throughout the
Conrnonwealth.. A Recommended 7992-?.OO4 Program was submitted to the State
Transportation Conunissj-on on August 28 , 1992 f or their considerati-orr. The
proposed Leetsdale Bridge was not included in the Recornmended 1-992-2004
Twelve' Year Transportation Program.

As part of the program update process, the StaLe Transportation
Conunission wiLl hold public hearings in early 1993 to hear testimony on
transportation issues from representatives of citizen grouPs and elected
officials. I suggest that the Borough of Leetsdale coordinate their
project recomrnendations with the Allegheny County Planning Commission and
the SouLhwestern Pennsylvania Regional Planning Conmrission. I also invite
you to appear at the public hearing for your region, when it is scheduled,
to express support for the proposed Leetsdale Bridge.

Please be advised that every consideration wiII be gi-ven t-o your
conrnents regarding the proposed Leetsdale Bridge during the Twelve Year
Progranr Update. In addition, your letter will be entered into the public
record regarding this project.

I appreciate your continued interest in the Conrnonwealth' s

Transportation Program.

Sincerely,

I{oward Yerusalim, P. E.
Secretary of Transportation
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compony 5600 Forword Avenue
P.O, Box 81930
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvonio 15217-0930

June 9, L992

The Hon. Susan Laughlin, Member
House of Representatives
Commonwealth of PennsYlvania
555 Merchant Street
Ambridge, Pennsylvania 15003-2464

Dear Representative Laughlin,

We learned. late last week that the Pennsylvania PUC ruled that
the best solution to the problem with the Conrail crossing at
Ohio River Boulevard and Ferry Street is to widen the Boulevard
an6 put in turning lanes. Of course, this would do very litt1e if
anything to solve either the safety or traffic delay problems
there, and very well may be an unproducti-ve expenditure.

At this point we don' t know whether or not cons j-deratj-on was
given to the May 5, L992 fatality that occured at the crossing.
We have indicatj-ons that, oD the possibility it wasn't,, Leetsdale
Borough will file a formal exceptj-on to the ruling on the basis
that there is new evidence.

We request and will very much appreciate your continued support
to the Borough's efforts in this matter; and we thank you for
your many past efforts to get this problem resolved to the
benef it and saf ety of your constj-tuents.

Sincer

Jac
Cha

k Buncher
no e Board

Chief Executive Of f i-cer

P.S Sorry that your schedule dj-dn't a11ow you to attend the
County Commissioners' Tour on June 3rd. Herb Green and f
would have enj oyed talking with you.

!
I

U

JUN 1 0 1992
il



SUSAN LAUGHLIN, MEMBER
555 MERCHANT STREET

AMBRIDGE, PENNSYLVANIA 1 5003-2464
PHONE: (412) 266-7774

FAX: (412) 773-7443

HOUSE POST OFFICE BOX 50
120 SOUTH OFFICE BUILDING

HARBISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 17 1 2O.OO28
PHONE; (717) 787-4444

COMMITTEES

LOCAL GOVEBNMENT, SECRETARY
SUBCOMMITTEES ON BOROUGHS,
COUNTIES AND TOWNSHIPS

CONSERVATION
THANSPORTATION

pouw of pepre senlativts
coMMo**Iffi*?S"'#JHSYL'ANIA

Remarks for Transportation Commission Meeting on Jan. 30th

At the outset, I want to thank the Commission and the Secretary for
this welcomed opportunity to address you. The commitment of the
Casey Administration to better rail and highways is established,
proven, and successful. It is to that reputation that I turn today
with matters of unexaggerated importance. It is because of that
legacy that I come today confident -in- your judgement and secure in
your review of the three projects before you.

The transportation system within the Borough of Leetsdale has been
the subject of PennDOT and PUC study for some time. There is
agreement with those parties and with the county commissioners and
with the Leetsdale Council members that the sought improvements are
not only justified but are desperately needed. fn particular, T

speak of course about the long planned and supported industrial
biidge. The Leetsdale Overpass has not only been the source of
mutuil agreement but has also been a cause for the cooperative
dedication of necessary funding from the federal government,
PennDOT, The Department of Community Affairs, and from the
Allegheny County Commissioners. In factt 75* of the funding for
the dverpass has been accounted for; the remaining 25* is critical
to the project and f respectfully urge its support. Because of all
of this, I also reguest that the Commission place this project in
the first phase of the L2 year plan. Your approval is essential
in order to receive the federal funds and any other state match or
other Commonwealth support.

The Ambridge-Aliquippa Bridge is the second project to which I
would like to draw your attention. The construction of this bridge
is vitalr ds evidenced by the $2S million allotment already
negotiated. With the revitalization of this economically troubled
region resting upon the improved access to its natural and human
resources, I believe strongly that this particular bridge project
deserves placement in the first phase of the L2 year plan. I
cannot over emphas ize the value of the study to be done on this
important link and will continue my advocacy of additional
Commonwealt,h f inancing. With your prof essional review and
approval, I believe the developmental work to be done on the
Ambridge-Aliquippa Bridge will be given its due priority and the
residents of Beaver County can begin to plan and work on this
project. I believe that the Ambridge-Aliquippa Bridge Project
deserves placement in the first phase of the L2 year plan.



The third project that I want to advocate to you is the plans for
the Crows Run Corridor. I can think of a few other ideas so full
of potential for infrastructure growth and promise for economic
impiovements that the eventual Crows Run throughway. The east /west
coiridor which extends from Route 65 in Conway to the Pennsylvanian
Turnpike and Routes L9 and 79 will serve as a lifeline through
Beaver County. f urge your approval for the completion of the
Crows Run Project at the earliest possible time. The planning of
today will certainly provide the productivity of tomorrow.

f n closing, all three of the mentioned progr€rms, the Leetsdale
Overpass, the Ambridge-Aliquippa Bridge, and the Crows Run
Corridorr all share an urgency that f wish to impress upon the
Commission. This region, in particular the L6th Legislative
District, is now truly at a threshold of economic rebirth. The
final success of this mission will be determined in a very large
part by mobility and access 3 two characteristics that these three
projecls will plovide. Personally, I am committed to their quick
completion and urge you to continue the Commonwealth's past good
work on these historic matters.



I3ANSPORTAT'oN co

un#t

otrCqo+

CouxoxwEALTH or PzHxsylylilrA
HATRISIURo

February 4, 1993

HONORABIE SUSAIT LAUGHLTN
15MT TEGISLATI\E DISTETCT
LzA SOUIH OFTTCE BUIIDING

TIARRISBURG PA, L7L2A

Please contact the State Transportat
(7L7 I 787-2913 tf you i lntend to eanc
you have any other quesuions.

Slncerely,

DE^B }III LIIIIGELII{,

Reference is mad.e to your request concernlng the State
llansportatlon conunlsEion's Ptihlle Hearlng io be held inPlttsburglr 

_ 
ori February 11 , 1993. rhe si[e of irre pGiic

hearLng will be the Ranada rnn at the alrport. Dtrictlonsto the Ramada rnn, along with their teLephone number ls
attached,.

lhe hearlng is scheduled to begrin at 9 : 0 0 At{. your
tentative schedured tjme to testlfy before the
fransportatlon Cornmlsslon is 11:10 AI{ . 1'he tlme frame
assigmed to_you ls sulject to change. P1ease plan to arrlve
apProximately_J0 minutes prlor to iour testlmoiry tfune. you
w111 receive five minuteq to present your testiiony, elio,please bring 25 copJ.es of your written testimony t6 be
handed out at the hearing,

ion Corrnissl.on Offlce atel your testiJflotltsr' or :tf
','

'!6W- 
//1'n fiq c A

c '7,2'i
Nrrrt- '

l^rh, AruAtuLJL
Anlta Everhardn Executive Secretary
State Transportation Conunission

Enclosure:
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5600 Forword Avenue
P.O. Box 8'1930
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvonio 15217-0930

March 9 , 1992

The Honorable Susan Laughlin
Member of the House of Representatives
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
555 Merchant Street
Ambridge, PA 1500 3

Dear Susan

I very much enj oyed meetinE and taiking with you or.:rirrg your
visit here last week. I also wish you well in representing
your constituents in the newly defined 15th District.

As I related to you, w€ would very much appreciate your
support for getting PennDOT to give serious consideration to
constructing a t.raffic overpass at the intersection of Ohio
River Boulevard and Ferry Street, reference C-881950.

There are two vital issues at hand safety and access.

Conrail's frequent use of the tracks that separate Ohio River
Boulevard from the two indus Lrial parks accessed via Ferry
Street, resuits in Cangerous traffic backups on the Boulevard
and ever-presenl dangers in crossing an active rail l-ine.

int
tot
are

atr
saf

emr

he inCustrial parks, which are an
he economic well being of Leetsdale
adversely affected by the delays in

esult from the interruptions to
ety considerations. It would be
elocate to other locales.

There is consensus that the optirnum soiuiion to the problem
would be to construct an overpass at Wayne Street with a J-
connection. The idea of expanding Ohio River Boulevard to
accornmodate turning lanes does not solve either the rail-
crossing safety issue nor the accessibility issue.

We will ppreciate your consideration and support of this
matter

Si

rt S. Green
ce Chairman of the Boa rd/
ief Operating Officer

HSG/j f
cc: Honorable Michael Ivlaruca

Honorable Roger Nanni

n
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STATEMENT OF STATE REPHESENTATIVE

SUSAN LAUGHLIN

1 6TH LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT

PENNSYLVANIA THANSPOHTATION COMMISSION

FEBRUARY 11 , 1993

At the outset, Iiwant to thank the Commission and the

Secretary tor this welcorne opportunity to address you, The

c0mmitrnent of the Casey administration to befier rail and highways

is establish€d, proven, and successful. lt is to that reputation that

I turn today with matter$ of unexaggerated importance. ; tt is

because of that legaey that I come today confident in your

judgement and secure in your review of the projects before you.

The transportation system within the Borough of

Leetsdale has been the subject of PennDOT and PUC study for

some time. There is agreement with those parties and with the

county commissioners and with the Leetsdale Council mernbers

that the sought improvements are not only justified but are
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desperately needed. ln particular, I speak of course about the

long planned and supported industrial bridge. The Leetsdale

Overpass has not only been the sou rce of rnutual agreement but

has also been a cause for the cooperative dedication of necessary

fundingfromthefederalgovernment,PennDoT,t@nt
c 0//(/+(L

q{k and frorn the Allegheny County

Commissioners.

The proposed bridge would span State Route 65 and

Conrail mainlines to provide access to fr
llo
e Industrial ParU at

Leetsdale , W+.r(Oeveloped in 1954, consistl of f2lacres

\"lf: "liry?tr?),P,:ll," 
:i !'f*W?::X' : !:":,vra:r'pel z .,;

''j' "t' - Currently, there are 1,031 peopte employed in the Park.

Thirty additional acres can be developed with buildings and parking

which should resuh in another approximately 900,000 square feet

and many new jobs.
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This property is most attractive to distribution,

warehouse, and light manufacturing operations because of the

availability of its intermodal poft and rail. Its weak link is the

highway access.

For many years, the Ferry Street railroad crossing and

the acljacent intersection of , State Route 65 and Ferry Street have

been a major tratfic safety :End congestion problem in Leetsdale,

The comrnunity has lived with the problemss for many years

because these businesses are the economic lifeblood of the area.

We have however reached a point where no further growth is

possible, and more importantly the area has becorne far too

dangerous to our motorists;

I have been prouril to support economic incentives in the

General Assembly to help attract new business to Pennsylvania.

However, too often I have s9en us ove rlook the businesses that we

already have.

I
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ln his State of the cornmonwealth address, Governor

Casey recognized this fact and expressed his commitment to

Pennsylvania business . i ,"We will increase our investment in a

wide range of econornic development programs to create new jobs,

help the start-up of new business and rnake existing business more

competitive."

The Leetsdale Bridge project has the potential tb do four

things HELIEVE BOTH HAIL AND TRAFFIC CONGESTION -

FACILITATE ECONOMIC GROWTH . SUPPORT EXISTING

BUSINESS - AND IT WILL SAVE LIVES.

I urge you to consider placing this projea in the frrst four

years of the 12-year plan.

The Ambrldge - Aliquippa Bridge is the second project to

which I would like to draw your attention. The construction of this

bridge is vital, ds evidenced by the $eS rnillion allotment already

negotiated. Wth the revitalization of this economically troubled
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region resting upon the improved access to natural and human

resources, I believe strongly that this particular bridge project

deserves placement in the first Phase of the 1?-year

I cannot overemphasize the value the study to be

done on t irnportant link and will nue my advocacy of

additional Com ealth financin your professional review

the

Ambridge - Aliquippa Bri

and approval, I believe lopmental work to bB done ond

av

residents of Beaver ounty can b to plan and work on this

project. I belie that the Ambridge r A ippa Bridge projec't

deserves pl ment in the first phase of the 12' ar Plan.

n closing, the prograrns that I have mentioned, the

le overpass and the Ambridge - Aliquippa Bridge share an

urgency that I wish to impress upon the Commission. Th is region,

in particular, the 16th Legislative District, is now truly at a threshold

of economic rebifth. The final success of this mission will be

Lee

be given its due PrioritY and the
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deterrnined in a very large part by mobility and access: two

characteristics that these two projects will provide. Personally, I

am committed to their quick completion and urge you to continue

the Commonwealth's past good work on these historic matters.
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Fratangeli, Vickie

From: Dan Burgundy[DBurgundy@trilineassociates.com]

Sent: Friday, [\4arch 21, 2003 9:09 AM

To: Laughlin, Susan

Subject: Leetsdale Plan

Representative Laughl in :

Lynn Kohlmeyer ol Leetsdale Borough asked me to lorward you this copy ol our design overview map for the
Leetsdale Bridge Project. We are currently in final design, with a major portion of the roadway design and Right-
of-Way plans completed.

Lynn has told me that she will contact you shortly to discuss the project. lf you have any questions, please leel
free to contact me.

Daniel R. Burgundy
TriLine Associates, lnc.
400 Technology Drive, Suite 100
Canonsburg, PA 15317
(724) 514-9000 x112

312112003
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