
Re the House Resolution No.
jar l-lds for home canning.

L43 concerning the critical shortage of replacement

Membere of the Agrlculture Comlttee and the Conalllser ProtectLon Comdttee rr111
lnvestLgate the cau6e of and fLnd a solutlon to the shortage; hold hearlngs, take
teatlmony, make investlgatlons. May lssue subpoenas under chalr.

t. j'
Ask Shellhamer'who would you llke to lntroduce.

/
TentatLve date for flrst hearlng--August LL. L975

Maybe we can get Virginia Knauer.

Talk to Shell-hamer re who is going to handle this detail- so that both wil-1 not
be duplicating efforts of other.

Contact Renninger and explain Resol-ution L43 and ask him to designate as
sson as possibl-e three members from minority side to serve on this comrnj.ttee.

After this we should notlfy Shellhamer 489-27OO (network) ot 7L7 683-5239 (h) and
tel1 hlm who our menbers are.

Get witnesses l-ined up.
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HOUSE OF REPRES ENTATIVES
COM MONWEALTI{ OT PEN N SYLVA}IIA

MEMO August 4, L975

SUBJECT: Public llearing -- August 11, L97 5

MEMBERS OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE

Representative C. L. Schmitt
Co-Chairman

You have been appointed to serve as a member of the Sel-ect Committee
to Investigate the cause of and find a sol-ution to the shortage of replace-
ment iax l-ids for home canning.

This Se1eet Committee w:ill hold, a public hearing on Monday, August l-l-,
L975 at 1-0:00 8.rrr. to 5:00 p.m. in the Majority Caucus Room.

TO:

FRO},I:

C
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AGENDA OF COMMITTEE HEARING TO INVESTIGATE THE SHORTAGE OF HOME

CANNING JAR LIDS

AUGUST ll, 1975

10:00 A .M. - Mn ' Chorles Benner' Choirmon of 
-Pennsylvonio 

Formers Associotion

Wornen's Colnlnl "t,- Middleburg' Pennsylvonio

10:30 A.M. - Ms. Joonn Lingle, Housewife ' Middletonn' Pennsylvonio

ll:00 A .M. - Mrs. Vero Soyre' hesident of Help Enforce Lower Prices'

Erie, PennsYlvonio

ll:30 A.M. - Mrs. Jone Alexondor' Deputy Secretory' Penrsylwnio Deportment of

Agri cul ture
Judy Stover, Chief of Consumer Services' Bureou of Rurol Affoin'

l:00 P.M. - Dr' Gerqld D' Kuhn' Associotion Professor of Food Tochnology'

Extension ipt"r"iiti' The Pennsylvonio Stote University

l:30 P.M. - Mr. John McNetis' Secretory. of Penmvlwnio Grocer's Associotion

Mr. Horlen Helzer' Generol Monoger' Associoted Wholesoles'

York, PennsYlvonio
Mr. Poul .'t"'r, 

-6;tttl 
Monoger' Woshington Grocery Associotion'

Woshingtgn, PennsYlvonio

2:00 P.M. - Mr. Eli Hermon' Eli Hermon Brokeroge Canpony' Mechonicsburg' Pennsylvonio

2:30 P.M. - Mr. Vernon Frey'- President' Jomes A' Weover ComPony'

Loncosler, PennsYlvonio



Questions to_ raise of distributors and manufaeturers of canni -J ar Lids to
elicit an appraisal- of the problem.

Trace on a month-to-month basis the quantity of shipments of
canning J ar l-ids f rom the manuf acturer? For exampl-e--Ialhat
shipments are being received now as opposed to the non-
shortage of L972 and what has happened between the period
L972 L975?

1

Objective -- We must try to determine whether or not shipments
are running ahead or behind known shortage years.

Have your the distributors, increased your demand on the manufacturers
for these canning Jar lids and what has been the result?

How do you the distributors make your sal-es and distribution of
canning J ar l-ids ?

8. Do you al-l-ocate among regul-ar customers ?

b. Are you sell-ing to ner^7 customers and on what basis if there
ls an allocation?

Has there been an al-l-ocation on the part of manufacturers to
you the dlstributors and, if sor on what basis?

In your opinion has there been any production manipulation
on the part of the respective manufacturers?

Questions to raise of chain stores with reference to cannin j ar lids to el-icit

2

3

4

5

an appraisal of the problem.

I^ltrat has been your experience with reference to the availabil-ity
of canning lids?

Idhat has been the method of distribution to you from the
distributors in the past? Wtrat is the method of distributlon and
the promise of supply since the shortage.

3 Do you al-locate to any of your individual- stores and, lf so r on
what basis?

Wlrat has been your experience with reference to consumer demand--
Has there been, in your opinion, a noticeable hoarding or the
purchase of a substantial-1-y greater quantity by any one consumer?

NOTE to Comlttee ChaLruan. In a conversatlon ltlth Mr. Dave Laufer' of the
Federal Trade cormlsslonr washlngton, D. c., the follordng infornatlon was recer.ved:

1

2

4



2

1. They are in the course of an extensive investigation on this
problem at the national Level and expect within a couple of weeks to have
information on the problem.

2. The manufacturers apparentl-y are rel-uctant to reveal their
production information--have not done so as yet and will on1-y do so under
the condition that it remain confidential-.

3. They are in the process of trying to establish patterns of
supply, distribution and sal-e that have existed in shortage years as opposed to
non-shortage years.
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HOI]SE OF REPRESENTATI\/ES

we oe',( oE r{ARION YATNS
Ext. 7-2885

.Iudy Stover, Chlef Conaumer Sernrlcea
Ilept. of Agriculture
celled thI.e oJlf{ee wlrh rhe followlng
lnforrontion:

P - L Representatf.ve Tdoye recelved an anonvmous
*--**phone earl. rlrre caller stated that three

bbx eare full of Jar ltds are sltttng etthe R{te Ald }iltrolesare niatrr.rrutron llouseln Meehanleshurg. I,.4.len asked r,rhy thehox ears are Juat e{ttlng there, thereoly wae--?Ihe manufacturer ls putt{npl
a t holrl , on them. "
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