


HOUSE OF REPRES ENTATIVES
COM MONWEALTH OF PEN N SYLVAN IA

HARRISBU RG

September 19,1974

SUBJECT: Block Morket Adoptions

TO: REPUBL ICAN HOUSE MEMBERS

Euset6W(fut^.,
Direclor of Reseorch

FROM:

The enclosed is self explonotory. However, you should know thot o leftcr idcnticol to the one
enclosed from Speoker Lee to Sister Consuclo wos senf to:

Americon Civil Liberties Union of Pcnnsylvonio
District Attorneys of Pennsyl vonio
Public ond Voluntory Child Welfore Agcncics

'>-' You moy wish.to mqke your owl conlqcts to leom if onyone hos perrcml knowledge of thc olledged
prcctice of selling bobics.

lf you hove ony informofionr pleose write Mr. C,ollcn.

lf you hove ony qucsfions, confoct us.

EMF:lml

Encl.

\-.



KENNETH B. LEE
THE APEAKER

HARRI!'BURG OFFIGE:
ROOM I39 MAIN CAPITOL

PHoNE: AC 717 -ZA7-4670

HOME OFFICE:
TST NATIONAL BANK BLDG.

DUSHORE, PENNA. I86t4
PHONE: AC 717 - 924-g2aa

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
COM MONWEALTH OF PEN NSYLVAN IA

HAR RI S BU RG

September 17, 1974

Sisfer Consuelo, Regionol Supervisor
Cotholic Chorities of Greensburg Diocese
I25 N. McKeon Street
Kiffoning, Pennsyl vonio

Deor Sister Consuelo:

As o result of o WCAU-TV News Series, "This Litfle Boby Wenf to Morkefr" colling
otfenfion fo the procfice of selling bobies through o Block Morket for Bobies in Pennsyl-
vonio, the House of Representotives hos estoblished o speciol committee to publicly
inquire os to the possibility thot children ore being sold ond, if true, to develop remed-
iol legislqtion.

In its preliminory reseorch work, the Commiffee hos collected stqtements from vqrious
sources. Some of fhese ore enclosed.

.._ A copy of fhe resolufion creoting fhe Committee is olso enclosed.

We ore osking your whote-heorted supporf ond cooperotion in delermining if q blqck
mo*ef or groy mo*ef for bobies does exist in Pennsylrronio. lf if does, we will need
fhe some enthusiqm to bring fhe perpetrotors to iustice ond to enoct legislotion which
will eliminote rhe evil proctice.

lf you hove ony informotion and/or if you wish io cooperote wifh the Commiftee, pleose
write to the Choirmon:

Hon. Jomes J. Gollen
P.O. Box 37
Moin Copitol Building
Hqrrisburg, Pennsyl vonio 17120

Thonks.

KBL:lml

Encl .

Sincerely,

KENNETH B. LEE
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a "WHAT ITHEY' SAY ABOUT ADOPTIONS'

"The Adoption Dilemo: The Divergence of Theory ond Proctice,

Brooklyn lqq R9y19y1, Volume 38, July 1972

"Block Morket bobies moy involve the business of octively recruiting women who

will ogree to give up their newborn.r'

"The ottorney will offer the mother free hospitol core during delivery, o home for
her boby, ond o considerqble sum of money os qn inducement. rl

"This proctice could encouroge those desperofely in need of money to conceive in
order to beor q child to offer in exchonge foro preorronged remunerotion."

"Adoption Costs Soor os Births Decline"

Judy Klemesrud, New York Times, Feb. 20r1973

"There is no low qbout legol fees--we con chorge ony fee thqt we wont to, "
Wolter Lebowitz, Miomi lowyer.

"tf the boby hos ony defects, or is o mongolois, yor will get the next boby
ovoilobler " Emmonuel H. Provsmer, New York City lowyer.

"tt's gotten to the point where bobies thot qre supposed to go to my clients ore
being snotched right out from under our noses, " Joseph Spencer, New York City lqwyer.

"We iust didn't wont to go through the humiliotion fhot qpplying of on ogency
involvesr " o Queens mother.

'A lody sold her boby for o coro Now thotts cleorly Block Mork€t." Wolter
LebowitZr e Miomi lowyer.

'An Eost Side couple, who were considered 'too old' to odopt, were contocted
by o lowyer who soid he would moil them photogrophs of single young men ond

women, ond for $l 0r000, they could choose the couple fo moke the boby. "

"Why o Sudden Drop in Boby Adoptions "

U.S. News ond World R rt July 30, 1973

"Block Morket odoption is illegol in oll Stotes becouse it meons purchosing the boby
from its mother ond forging the nomes of fhe new porents on o bi*h certificote. rt
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"Bobies for Sole"

Robert S. Anson & Judith Clifford, New Times;
June 14, 1974

"Recently o couple odopted two children for $50r000, o flot $ 251000 o heod. "

"For q fee of $S1000, o mon soid he would orronge to hove o pregnont prostitute
check into o moternity hopitol under the wifets horn€.'l

"Stonley Michelmon, o Monhotton lowyer, tpeciolizest in Germqn qnd Austrion
girls. "

"One lowyer boosted to prospective clients fhqt he kept q stoble of girls in
Puerto Rico continuolly pregnont, supplying o steody streom of bobies ot
$ I51000 o piece. "

"A child who goes for $ 81000 these doys, is described by one lowyer in the
trode os A STEAL. "

'Another ottorney chorges $ 31500 for the telephone number of on outrcf-stote
lowyer, who mqy be oble to qrronge on odoption. "

"This Little Boby Went to Morket"

WCAU-TV Philodel hio Pennsylvon io

"Becouse of legolized obortions, ond the pill, bobies who nedd o home ore now
fetching top dollor. " Jim Wolker, Moy 20fr4

"They ore o victim of supply ond demond." Jim Wolker, Moy 20fr4

"Eileen Skolnich ond her husbond wonted to odopt o boby. A Philodelphio
lowyer told them it would cost $ 51000."

"All I could picture wos thot my friend wos going to get fhis boby becouse
she hod o thousond dollors more thon t did." Eileen Skolnich, Moy 20n4

"l've seen this type of mon operote before, ond ofter the child is born, he's
going to find this excuse ond thot excuse to roise the price .tt Shoron Horner, Moy 20n4

'A mon like thot is iust simply domnoble." Alvin Ackermqn, Moy iln4

"The reol question qt issue is, who is providing sofeguords for these week old
infqnts thot qre being moved inter-stote.r' John Forrell, Moy 21ft4
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',These infonts could be sold into slov eA, sold to some sodit cult, whoteveio. . There's

iust no protection provided for the infonts." John Forrell, Moy 21/74

"Bobies ore now for sole. They ore o voluoble commodity on o growing Block

Morket, operoted by lowyers ond doctors who ore ploying on.the heortoches
qnd frustrotions of childless couples.rr Jim Wolker, Moy 21fr4

"t think thot some lowyers ore doing something is legolly occeptoble but morolly

very reprehensible. Tl,"y ore selling bobies to people who hove the where witholl
to buy them." Steven Cole, Moy 23/74

'A second Philodelphio lowyer then contocted the Coles. This time the price of 
..

odoption wos six (6) thousond dollors, ond for o boby thot hod medicol problems. "

Jim Wolker, Moy 23/74

"The Boby Block Morket tromples on couples emotions. Determines if they hove

o fomily, children to love ," Jim Wolker, Moy 23fr4

"ltrs o commodity thot they ore going to sell, ond thot people ore going fo buy

becouse its the ieorest fhing thot people con hove, I think is children."
Steven Cole, Moy 23/74

"The system forces childless couples to poy high prices. But, it con olso force

them to lie in court." Jim Wolker, Moy 24fr4 '

"You con not go before o iudge when you qre finolizing your odoption ond

tell them youtve poid $ SrOO0. They would never ollow thot odoption to be-
come finol . " Eileen Skolnich, Moy 24n4

"l would periure if t hod the money ond twonted thot boby." Eileen Skolnich, Moy 24n4

"When I get the onswers fhot <lre occeptoble therets nothing in this world I

con possibly do... I'm sfuck with it." Judge John Diggins, Moy 24fr4

'A couple fhof olreody hos o child ond moy hove committed o periury, is

scored io 
"om" 

fonrori, for feor they miglrt lose fhot child. " Jim Wolker, Moy 24/74

"l think its immorol to moke fhem poy money ouf of line with the costs involved
in on odoption. " Dr. Alfred Kolonder, Moy 29fr4

"The young lody wos no longer to give the boby up for odoption... Ileorned
subsequently, she hod been contocted by on ottorney from New York, ond hod

been poid Ten Thousond Dollqrs for the boby." Dr. Alfred Kolonder, Moy 29/74

f'Doctors ore humon, ond wherever there is opporfunify for excessive profit, Itm

sure fherets going to be somebody thof will profit from this.r' Dr. Louis Gerst.lY,
Moy 29n4
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"The Agonies of Adoption . . . ALL becouse the Stork hqs o Price Tog. " Jim Wolker, Moy 29174

WCAU-TV lnformotion Sources

Jim Wolker, Reporter
WCAU-TV, Philodelphio, Penno.

Alvin Ackermqn
McClofchy Building
Upper Dorby, Philodelphio, Penno.

Dr. Louis Gerstely
6815 Custor Avenue
Obstetrics ond @necology
Philodelphio, Penno.

Williom Klous
Director of Philodelphio Bor Associotion

Nothon Posner
Director of Philodelphio Bor Associotion

Eleen Goldblqtt
Philodelphio, Penno.

Alfred Kqlonder, M.D.
Obstetrics ond Gynecology
6816 Custor Avenue
Ph ilodelphio, Penno.

Shoron Horner
Ph ilodelphio Resident

John Forrell, Detective
Public Sofefy Office
Dqde County, Florido

Judge John Diggins
Delowore County Adoptions
Delowore County, Penno. Steven ond Phyllis Cole

Philqdel phio Residents
Eileen Skolnich
Philodelphio Resident

"Groy Mqrket in Adoptions Busy Here"

Terrie Miller, lntell igencer Journol ,
Loncosfer, Penno. September 12, 1 974

"A few poyments toword q young mother's hopitol bill or living expenses might
bring them o boby in o motter of o few months. "

'Acquiring o child through the groy morket suddenly seems to be the onswer fo
unfulfilled dreoms. "

"ltts very tempting for porents to go through privote plocenrent fo get o child."
Emily Most of Fomily ond Children's Services

"TheGroy Morkett eorned its off color distinction becouse it treods o fine line
between the righf ond wrong side of the low."
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"Privote Plocement does, however, blossom in times of low supply ond high demond,
providing fhe bosis for o full-fledged block morket."

"We returned fo the tBlock Morket'of the I950s obout fhree yeors ogo." Emily Most,
Fomily ond Childrents Services

"ln Loncoster, there hos been o tGroy Morkefr in terms of poying fhe expenses of
mothers. " Arsenoth McCollough, Fomily ond Children's Servic€so

"Privote plocement offers no protection fo the child." Emily Most, Fomily ond
Childrents Services

"There hove been sifuotions w{rere fhe hopitol bills ond the initiol expenses were
poid when the child wos put up to odoption. " Jock Brignolo, Bureou of Childrents
Services.

'Adoption through Fomily ond Childrents Services tokes ot leost three yeorsi through
the Bureou of Childrents Services it tokes four to four ond one-holf yeors; ond in
Berks, Douphin, Lebonon, Chester, York, ond Cumberlond, fhe woit is even
longer. tt
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