
'U,S, CITTIENSHIp IwcTNTIVES & RTSpoNSIBILITIES"

WT L I VE I N FREEST, MOST PRoSPEROUS CoUNTY EVER TO HAVE

EX I srED I N THE woRLD, Oun DTcLARAT I oN oF I TnEpENDENCE AND ouR

Cotrrsrrrurr0N wrrH rrs Bt t-t- 0F Rte HTS GUARANTEE THE GovERNMENT

FRAMEWoRK To KEEp ouR couNTRy srRoNG, Orur 0F THosE DocUMENTS,

ouR CotrrsrrrurroN, IS 200 yEARS oLD THIS vEAR, CorurnrNED vvtrHIN

THESE DOCUMENTS ARE THE INCENTIVES THAT MAKES US WANT TO BE

AyTRIcAN CITIZENS AND MAKES MILLIoNS MORE DREAM oF oBTAINING

U,S, CITTZENSHIP FRoM THROUGHoUT THE WORLD.

IT YOU WOULD LooK UP THE WORD CITIZEN IN THE DICTIONARY,

YOU WOULD READ SoMETH I NG L I KE , ,,A PERSoN OWN I NG LoYALTY TO AND

ENTITLED BY BIRTH OR NATURALIZATION TO THE PROTECTION OF A

GIVEN STATE,,, OR, YoU MIGHT READ, ,,A RESIDENT OF A CITY OR

TOWN , ESPEC I AL LY ONE ENT I TL ED TO VOTE AND ENJOY OTHE R

PRIVILEGES THERE.,,

PrnHnps FoRMER Uru r rro SrRrrs SupREME Counr Cu t rr Jusr I cE

EanI WnnREN SAID IT BEST, WHEN IN ISSUING A CoURT OPINION, HE

NOTED,,,CITIZENSHIP IS MAN,S BASIC RIGHT, FoR IT IS NOTHING

LESS THAN THE RIGHT TO HAVE RIGHTS,,,

CtrrzENSHIp rs wHAT I coNSIDER T0 BE A pRIVILEGE, l^ltrH

THAT PRIVILEGE COMES RESPoNSIBILITY, IN oUR NATION,S

CoTSTITUTION, A DEMoCRACY WAS NoT THE ONLY THING THAT t,,tAS

ESTABL I SHED . OUR FoUND I NG FATHERS ALSO SET UP A L I ST OF

PRIVILEGES FoR ALL CITIZENS. THIs LIST IS KNoWN AS THE BIII OF

RIcHTS, IT ESTABLISHED cERTAIN INALIENABLE RIGHTS FOR ALL

AMTRICANS THAT EXIST To THIS DAY AND ARE VITALLY IMPORTANT.



THTSE RIGHTS ALSo CARRY WITH THEM RESPoNS IBI L ITI ES, Fon

I NSTANCE, THERE I S THE R I GHT To FREE SPEECH, TH I S DOES NOT

MEAN THAT WE ARE FREE TO EXERCISE THAT RIGHT BY SLANDERING

OTHERS OR ToSSING ABOUT RACIAL OR ETHNIC SLURS. WE DO HAVE THE

RIGHT TO SPEAK OUT AGAINST INJUSTICE, TO CRITTCIZE IN A

RAT I ONAL MANNER, TO COMMENT ABOUT EVENTS, PEOPLE AND L I FE AND

TO AIR OUR OPINIONS, WE HAVE THE RESPONSIBILITY TO EXERCISE

THE RIGHT IN A RESPONSIBLE MANNER.

THr Bt lt- oF Rre HTS GrvES ALL AmERTcAN crrrzENS THE RrGHT

TO KEEP ANID BEAR ARMS, TUaT DOES NOT MEAN WE CAN USE A GUN TO

SHOOT DOWN ANYONE WE DO NOT L I KE OR TO USE ARMS I N

I RRESPONS I BLE WAYS.

I TUINK THAT THAT IS THE BEAUTY oF OUR NATIoN AND oUR

GoVERNMENT . NoT oNLY D I D THE FRAMERS OF THE CoruST I TUT I ON SET

UP RULES TO GOVERN THE CITIZENS, BUT THEY MADE IT CLEAR, IN

BLACK AND WHITE, THAT CITIZENS HAVE CERTAIN FREEDOMS THAT SHALL

NEVER BE TAKEI\ AWAY, AND THAT CITIZENS HAVE A RIGHT, AND YES, A

RESPONSIBILITY TO PROTECT. OUR UNIOUE FoRM OF GOVERNMENT HAS

LASTED FOR OVER 2OO YEARS, WHICH TO ME INDICATES THAT oUR

NATION,S FoUNDERS DID AN ExCEPTIONAL JoB oF FoRMING A NEW

GoVERNMENT A GOVERNMENT OF, FOR AND BY THE PEoPLE. AS GOoD

CITIZENS, v\lE MUST DO ALL THAT WE CAN TO PROTECT AND PRESERVE

OUR NAT I ON, AND THAT MEANS TAKI NG OUR R I GHTS AND

RESPONSIBI L ITI ES SERIOUSLY.

I uner you ro BE ACTIVE crrrZENS; T0 BECoME INVoLVED IN

YOUR COMMUN ITI ES, TO BECOME KNOWLEDGEABLE POL ITI CALLY AND VOTE

THAT BE I NG ONE OF OUR GREATEST PR I V I L EGES AND MOST I MPORTANT

DUTIES, TO STUDY OUR HISTORY; AND TO WORK TO IMPROVE OUR STATE



AND OUR NATION IN ANY WAY THAT YoU CAN. THAT IS THE REAL JoY

OF CITIZENSHIP HAVING SOMETHING TO STAND FOR AND DOING YOUR

UTMOST TO I MPROVE I T.

I I.I A DEMOCRACY SUCH AS WE ENJoY I N TH I S GREAT COUNTRY,

IT,S IMPORTANT TO REALIZE THAT GoOD CITIZENSHIP REOUIRES

PARTICIPATION IN GoVERNMENT,,,PoLITICAL ACTIVITY,,, PnTSIDENT

JOHITI F. KTruNEDY SAID, ,, IS THE HIGHEST RESPoNSIBILITY oF A

C I T I ZEN , 
,,

YOUN INVOLVEMENT IN YoUR coMMUNITY AND YoUR PARTICIPATIoN

IN COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES IS AS IMPORTANT AS ANY POLITICAL

ACTIVITY, INDEED, IT IS POLITICAL ACTIVITY. GoVERNMENT AND

POLITICS IN A DEMOCRACY IS NOT BUILDINGS AND LAWS, IT'S

PEoPLE,,, IT's ouR coMMUNITy,

BT ACTIVE IN COMMUNITY AFFAIRS, GTT INVOLVED IN CoMMUNITY

SERVI CES, WoRK I N A VoLUNTEER PRoGRAM,

CITIZENSHIP IS NOT JUST SALUTING THE FLAG, IT MEANS AN

HONEST ALLEG I ANCE TO WHAT THAT FLAG STANDS FoR. MAKI NG oUR

NAT I ON STRONG I NVOLVES MORE THAN JUST WORDS, I T REOU I RES

ACTION. ACTIOru ON BEHALF OF OUR COUNTRY, ACTION IN OUR

COMMUN I TY, AND ACT I ON TO HEL P OUR COUNTRYMEN .

YTS, U,S, CITIZENSHIP HAS ITS INCENTIVES BUT IT ALSo MEANS

RESPONSIBILITIES. RTSPONSIBILITIES THAT v\lE MUST SHARE IN, WT

CANNOT DELEGATE, WE CANNOT GIVE AWAY THOSE RESPONSIBILITIES OR

THE FAMOUS DOCUMENTS OF oUR NATIoN,S PAST THAT So MANY GAVE So

MUCH TO PRESERVE WON,T BE WORTH THE PAPER THAT THEY,RE hlRITTEN

0N,



Fon WE ARE A NATIoN oF PEoPLE UNDER A SET oF

CONST I TUT I ONAL LAWS AND ONLY WE CAN KEEP OUR NAT I ON STRONG AND

FREE FOR AL L NOW AND FOR FUTURE GENERAT I Ot\S , THAT' S OUR

INCENTIVE, .,THAT,S OUR RESPoNSIBILITY. IT,S WHAT CITIZENSHIP

IS ALL ABOUT,


