
PENNSYLVANIA
H EALTH CARE ASSOCIATION

-

ROBERT C. BENEDICT
Executive Vice President

/ TELEPHON E (717) 657-490224OA PARK DRIVE / HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 17110

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

G. MICHAEL LEADER, ESQ
President

RICHARD LEE, NHA
President-Elect

WILLIAM VANSLYKE, NHA
Vice President
lndependent Facilities

BARRY FELDSCHER, NHA
Vice President
M ulti-Facilities

ALAN PEDERSEN, NHA
Secretary

MICHAEL D'ABCANGELO, NHA
Treasurer

ROBERT LOHR, NHA
Region I Vice President

CONNIE FARABAUGH, NHA
Begion ll Vice President

RAYMOND BENKOSKI, NHA
Region lll Vice President

NANCY URICH, NHA
Region lV Vice President

RICHARD LEE, NHA
Region V Vice President

October 9, 1987

The Honorable Kenneth E. Brandt
House of Representatives
Room 4L4
Main Capitol Bui}ding
Harrisburgr, PAl
Dear ative Brandt:

Thank you for accepting the invitation to
address the ItWe The Peoplerr Breakfast at the PHCA
Annual Convention. The Breakfast will be held on
Wednesday, October 2L, L987 at 8:00 a.Il. and will
conclude at 9z2O d.IIt.

f am asking that your remarks be approxi-
mately 20 minutes in duration as we will also be
giving PHCAPAC Awards at the breakfast.

We have made reservations for lodging for you
and your wife for Tuesday evening, October 20,
L987 at The Hershey Pocono Resort, White Haven,
and have anticipated you and your wife to play
golf after breakfast on Wednesday.

If you should have any specific guestions or
concernsr please don|t hesitate to call me or my
assistant, Deborah Myers, dt our office.

Thank you for your assistance in helping us
have a great convention.

S incerely,

-}..?!^+Robert J. Klugiewi,cz
Director of Government Relations

RJK/dm

PENNSYLVANIA AFFILIATE-AMERICAN HEALTH CARE ASSOCIATION
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(OPB\IING RilARKS YOU FEEL APPROPRIATE)

IN HIS I9B7 STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS, PRESIDENI REAGAN SAID: ,THE 
UNITED

STATES CONSTITUIION IS THE IIVIPASSIONM AND INSPIRED IEFIICLE BY WHICH I.IE TRA\/EL

THROUGH HISTORY."

THE "1^1E," 0F C0URSE, BEING l,lE THE PEOPLE,

THE U.S, CONSTITUIION IS, INDEED, A UNIQUE DOCI,IVIB\II. [VIA[.IY OTHER COUNIRIES

HAIE CONSTITUIIONS. THE SOVIEI'UNION HAS ONE, IT SUPPOSDLY GRANIS A NIJItsER OF

FREMMS IO IR PEOPLE, OT}IER NATIO$E' CONSTITUIIONS HAVE PRWISIOI.IS FOR FREEDCM OF

SPEECH AI{D FREEDCfi OF ASSOtsLY. SO, IF IHIS IS TRUE, I.IHAT I\,IAIGS ]HE COI,ISTIIUTION OF

THE UNITED STATES SO EXCEPTIONAL?

THE DIFFERENCE IS SIIBTLE. IT CAN ESCAPE YOU IF YOU DON'T THINK ABOUI IT

IT BECAUSE tllE, AS AIIRICANS, HAIE BECOE SO USED TO THE B'IPO,{ERING IT GUARANTEES US.

IT'S SLNTIED UP IN THREE WORDS.-hIE THE PEOPLE.
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IN OTHER CONSTITUIIONS THE GOVERT{IVIENI TELLS THE PEOPLE OF THOSE COUNIRIES

t,tHAT IHEY ARE PEilITTED T0 m, IN OUR C0l'lSilTUTIOl, IHE PE0PLE ARE EvlP0tlERED T0 TELL

OUR GOIERI{MEIII'hIHAT IT CAN DO, AND IT CAN DO ONLY T}IOSE THINGS LISTED IN THAT

DOCI}IENI AND NO OTHERS,

HAVING RECE{ILY PARIICIPATED IN THE CELBRATION EVB{IS SURROUNDING THE

2OO1H AI.INIVERSARY ffi THE U,S. CONSIITI'TISI, I'VE HAD GMD REASON TO REFLECT ON T}IE

IMP0RTANCE 0F G0vEFlllrltvlil'Il IN THE LIIES 0F US AS INDIVIDUALS, AllD AS A NATI0N,

LIFE IN THE 1980'5 IS VASTLY DIFFERET'I THAN SOCIilY IN THE 1780'5, THE

ISSUES WHICH GS/EXI\$,IR{I IIUST I[\MOL!E ITSELF IN TODAY ARE $qTTERS THE F0UNDING FATHERS

COTJLD NOT HAVE SNISIONED. IHIS YEAR, IN THE PEINSYLVANIA HOUSE ALONE, O\ER 1,800

SEPARATE PIECES OF LEGISLATION HAIE BEEI II\iiRODUCCI FOR POSSIBLE B'IAgIilNI INIO LAl,l.

WITH SO |\4AI.IY PROPOSALS, WITH SO MAI'IY AREAS OF EVERYNAY LIFE CRYING FOR

ATTENTION BY THE GOVERIUEI.II, I^lE, AS ELECIED OFFICIALS, MUST RilIND OURSELVES THAT l,IE

ARE HERE T0 SERIE lHE PE0PLE l,lE REPRESB{I. AI{D T0 PASS INIO LAl,{ 0NLY T}|0SE STATIITES

WHICH ARE CALLED FOR BY THE WILL OF THE PEOPLE.
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THE TEIVIPTATION TO PROPOSE LEGISLATION AS A SOLWION TO EACH AND N/ERY

SITUATION IIIVOLVING A LEGISLATOR'S DISTRICT IS GREAT. BIII' V'IE ITJST T?EAD LIGI{ILY. I,IE

MUST RilIND OURSELVES THAT THE FOUNDING FATHERS l/,lROTE THE BILL OF RIGHIS TO IGEP

GOIERMRIT UI.IDER THE MI'ITML OF lHE PEOPLE, NOT TO PIIT ]HE PEOPLE UI{DER fiE MNIROL

OF THE GOIERNIVIENI.

HOhI DO WE GO ABOUI THAT THAT TODAY, AS hIE STAND ON THE THRESHOLD OF THE

21ST CB.IIURY? V'ITIAT KII{D OF ACI-IVITY GOES ON AN I,IE B\DEAVOR TO IVIAIG CHANGES IN OUR

POI-ICIES? JUST I^IHAT l,'lAS THE "ORIGINAL INTENI" 0F THE CREAT0RS 0F THE ONSTITUIIST?

ARE WE CARRYING IT OUI?

PERHAPS ]HE IVNST VEXING OUESTION ABOUI "ORIGINAL INTEI{I" IS hlI.IY WE SHOULD

BE BOUND BY AN II'ITERPREIATION OF A CONSTITUIION DESIGNED TO SOLVE THE PRESSING

PROBLilS lHE YOUNG NATION FACM IN L7W,

I HA\/E TROIELE BELIEVING THE FOUI.IDING FATHERS hIANIED THEIR II'MRPRilATIONS

CHISELM INIO THE DOCI}IENI--SURELY, THIY DIDN'T WANI TO FREUE THE DEBATE IN THE

CIRCIJIVISIANCES OF THEIR TIME. IHERE IS NO DOIET IN I,IY [lI[{D THEY ISIEI,I TIIVE WOULD NOT

STAND STILL AI{D THAT THE NATION hIOULD CHANGE AS IT GREhI,

t
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THE WRITERS PROVIDM A FRAIVIEhIORK WI]HIN WHICH DEBATE hlOULD CONIINUE. TO DO

THIS, TTIEY SOUGHI THE ORDERED LIBERTY OF A REPUBLIC. THE FOUNDERS I'IERE I,IELL AI,{ARE

IHAT DIFFERB'ICES OF OPINION MULD HA\E MNSEOUB'{CES ]HAT MULD MANIFEST THRISEL\ES IN

EITHER THE REASONED OR THE ARBITPilRY USE OF POhlER.

A CIVIL hIAR, 26 AIVIENTWIEI\IIS AND TREIVIENDOUS SOCIAL, POLITICAL AI{D

IECHIOLOGICAL CHANGES HAIE PUT FLESH ON THE BONES OF IHE MNSIITUTION, ALTERING OUR

READING OF IT AND RELATIONSHIP TO IT,

BUI I HAIE NO DOUBT IT HAS STOOD THI TEST OF TIIVIE, WITH THE NECESSARY

AVM{DMfl\TI-S AM THE APPLICATION OF ITS UI{DERLYING PRINCIPLES TO THE CHANGED

ONDITI0NS, IT C0NIINUES T0 PROVIDE A IVEAIS FOR A NATION GtrIv{N EVER mRE POy'IE?FUL,

PROSPEROIJS ATID OIVIPLEX TO GRAPPLE l,{I]H THE PROBLEIS PRESB.ITED TO IT BY A DANGEROUS

AND II\ITERDEPE{DENI I^IORLD,

TURt{ YOUR THOUGHIS WITH ME FOR A FEhI IVOII/IENIS IF YOU WILL TO THE FIRST

AIVIB{MENI OF THE CONSTITIII'ION. IT PROVIDES OUR NATION WITH CLEAR, UNIVIISTAKABLE

ANShIERS T0 SOE 0F lHE I,IORLD'S DEEPEST QUESTIONS, F0RE0ST, H0hl T0 LM I,'IIIH EACH

OTHER'S DIFFEREI{CES? AI\[D HChI DO PHILOSOPHIES AND FREMCM II{IERCONNEfl- WITH ONE

ANOTHER, RATHER THAN CANCEL EACH OTHER OUI?

I
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IN A WORLD WHERE THE TRAGIC EXPERIENCE OF ULSTER OR LEBANON ARE ALL TOO

CO[qrcN, AKTICULATING At{D DBONSIRATING IHE UNIOUB{ESS OF THE AIVERICAN EXPERITVBII IS A

I/ORAL NECESSITY,

THE FIRST AMENTMENI'S FREEDOVI OF SPEECH, RELIGION, PRESS AND PEI'ITION

CLAIJSE, I FEEL, MNTAII.IS THE I,IESIERI{ WORLD'S STROf{GEST CHALLSIGE TO WIET REPRESSION

OF CIVIL LIBERTIES AI'{D HIJIVIAN RIGHTS, IT IS ITS MOST trFECI'IVE ALTERNATIVE TO TTIE

hORLNilIIE RESURGENCE OF IJI\tsRIDLCI RELIGIOUS TRIBALISIVI AIID NATIONALISI\,I, SUCH AS IN

IRAN.

[,lOhl, BACK T0 AN EARLIER SUESTION--H0hI D0 1,{E G0 AB0UI IVIAKING CHANGES IN OUR

POLICIES? YOU l$l0v,l AS WELL AS I D0 IHAT S0CIAL CHANGES COE AB0UT BECAUSE A GffiUP 0F

IIIDIVIDUALS JOIN TOGEIHER TO IVOBILIZE At{D PUT FORTH A COLLECI-I\E POSITION FOR THEIR

CAUSE. IT'S A GIVEN IN OUR POLITICAL PROCESS.

THIS IVIEANS IVORE IVIEANINGFUL, INFORIVIED INPUI INIO THE DSMCRATIC SYSTBVI UNDER

THE FIRST AIVIENTHENI RIGHI OF FREE SPEECH AND PTTITIONING THE GOIERNIVIENT.

SUPRffE COURI JUSTICE LOUIS BRANDEIS ONCE SAID THAT "EXPERIENCE SHOULD

TTACH IJS TO BE EIER ON GUARD TO PROTECI- LIBERTY." AND I READ SOE PLAG RECE\IILY
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THAT THE FREE WILL IS NOT THE LIBERTY TO DO WHATEVER ONE LIIGS, BUT THE POI^IER OF

DOING WHATEVER ONE SEES OUGHI TO BE DONE.

I AGREE WI]H THAT, AND I BELIEVE YOU DO TOO. ALL OF US--ADVOCA]ES,

ruLITICAL ACI]VI$S, POLITICIANS-.SHOULD DO "I,IHATEVER OI'IE SES OUGHT TO BE DOIIE."

OUR NATION-.OUR STATE--OUR SOCIEI'Y AP€ NOhI IN A DIFFICULT STAGE OF

TRANSITION. AT THE SAI4E TIIE, hlE STAI'ID IN lHE DOOMAY TO CHALLB'IGES At{D CHANGES I,IE

HAIE NEVER FACED BffORE,

ALTHOUGH WE ALL KI\01^l THAT CHANGE IV1AY 0CCUR "FOR BII-IER 0R W0RSE," [vl0ST

AIvIERICANS PRESUTE THAT CHANGE ALWAYS WILL BRING IMPROIWIE\II, GREATER HEALTH, OR

GREAIER !'IEALTH--EVB'I GRFiTER HAPPINESS, AFIER ALL, !'IHRI AIIYIHING--A CffiPANY, ANII,IAL,

PERSON, PLANT, OR SOCIII'Y--STOPS CHANGING, IT IS DYING! ,,

SO OPTIMISTIC HAIE hlE BECOtvlE IN RECfl{I YEARS REGARDING THE PROSPECTS OF

CHANGE THAT THE SELF-HELP SALESIEI OF THE TIEW AGE SUCCESSFULLY ARE POflJLARIZING THE

NOTION THAT SOCI TY CAN BE IIVIPROIED THROUGH PERSONAL TRANSFOW1ATION ALONE.
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I AI4 HERE TO SAY TI{AT, IN [,IY POLITICAL EXPERIENCE, THERE IS NO PAINLESS

ROIIIE TO SOCIAL CHANGE.

PEOPLE V'IILLING TO t^lAIT FOR A Bil'TER WORLD ACHIEVED THROUGH PERSONAL

CHANGES--MADE ONE AT A TIIE--HAD BEST RB'/IAIN SEATD, FOR ]HEY HA\E A VERY LONG hIAIT

AHEAD OF THEM.

WI-IY DO I OUESTION PERSONAL IIVIPROWENI AS THE TRUE PATH TO SIGNIFICANI

CHAI,IGE IN AIVERICAN S0CIEIY? BECAUSE IT D0ESN'T G0 FAR B{0UGH, BECAUSE IT'S ONLY A

BEGINNING.

EVERY DAY DECISIONS ARE MADE THAT AFFEff lHE OUALITY OF IVIY LIFE AND YOUR

LIFE, AND lvlAl,lY TIMES THEY ARE IV',AIE BY 0TtlER PEOPI-E. ll0{, l,lE ALL l0&l lHE IIIP0RTANCE

OF PARTICIPATING IN ORDER TO BRING ABOUT CHANGE. AND I CERTAINLY PREFER TO LIVE IN A

SOCIETY THAT ENCOURAGES PARTICIPATION, AS hIELL AS TRUST, I BELIEVE PEOPLE IVIIJST

PARTICIPATE, MUST MAI€ THEIR VOICES HFTRD IN THE DBOCRATIC DEBATE THAT STEERS OUR

DAILY DESTII{Y.

PARTICIPATION hIAS THE CAUSE FOR WHICH OUR FOUNDING FATHERS AND IVIOTHERS

I,IAGED A BLOODY REBELLION, AIERICA WASN,T BOft'I CIVILIZED, IT OIERGED FRO4 A VIOLB.II
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AI{D PROFOUT'{D SB'ISE OF RESPONSIBILITY FOR OIIE,S CIRCIIVISTANCES, IT O4ERGED BECAUSE A

PERSONAL COfiITMENI TO IVIATURE CITIZENSHIP 1^lAS SEEN AS lHE ONLY TRUE SOURCE OF A

MEANINGFUL LIFE.

THE BOOK, HABITS OF THE HEART, IS A CffiPILATION OF CONTEMPORARY AI\4ERICAN

VALUES MLLESIM FRM PEOPLE ACROSS AIVIERICA BY ROBERT BELLAH AI{D ASSOCIAIES. IN IT,

THEY OBSERVE:

,TODAY 
OUR PROBLilS ARE NOT JUST POLITICAL. THEY ARE MRAL AI{D HAVE TO DO

I,IIIH THE I€INING 0F LIFE, l,lE HAVE ASSUED ffiAT AS L0NG AS tlE HA\E C0IIINUED EmNmlC

GRO,IIH, l,IE COULD LEAIE ALL ELSE TO THE PRIVAIE SPHERE. PERI{APS THE TRIITH LIES IN

hlHAT IVIOST OF THE I^IORLD OIIISIDE IHE IVODERI{ I{EST HAS ALI,IAYS BELIEVD. NAIVELY, THAT

IHERE ARE PRACIICES OF LIFE, GOOD IN THE]SELVES, IHAT ARE INHERB{ILY FULFILLING."

WHAT ARE THESE PRACTICES? IT IS CONCLUDED THAT AT LEAST ONE OF THil IS

PARTICIPATION IN COMJNITY POLITICS. THAT I'IEANS lviORE IHAN JUST bIRITING A CHECK. IT

TVEANS "GEI-YOIJR NAILS DIRTY" hIORK, STJPPORTING lHE CANDIDA]ES AND ISSUES YOU BELIE\E

IN,

YOU'IE PROBABLY FOUI{D THAT DBOCRACY IS AN IMPERFECT TML FOR EFFEfi'ING
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SOCIE'I'AL CHANGE, PROGRESS hlON IS OFI'EN ERASED, CAIIDIDATES DISAPPOINI YOU ONCE

IHEY'RE IN 0FFICE, YOU l,lll'l'T LIIG ALL lHE PE0PLE YOL'RE REOUIRED T0 W0RK WITH, YOU

hIILL OBSERIE BEI{AVIOR YOU CAN'T ABIDE. YOU WILL EXPERIENCE FRUSTRATION. AND

BIII' I PRW1ISE YOU--YOU WILL GROhI, NEITHER FLATTERY NOR IVIANIPTJLATION WILL

GET YOU !'IHAT YOU l,lANT IN lHE END, BIIT COVPMMISE WILL. YOU WILL GROhI MRE TOLERANI,

YOU WILL LEARI'I TO DISTINGUISH SYMBOLIW FRCM REALITY. ACTION FRIM ILLUSION AND EIVIMY

TALK,

REAL ADULTS I$IOhI POLITICS IS A BRUIISH BUSINESS. EVERYONE SAYS YOU CAN'T

FIGHI THE SYSIRI. BUT, HERE'S SOIEIHING I'VE I.IARI\IED. VIE ARE lHE SYSIRI. AND IF I,IE

hIANI THE SYS]EM TO CHANGE, hlE HAIE TO GET ITMOLIED,

POLITICS IS AN ADIERSARIAL PROCESS, I RESPECT' tvIT ADVERSARIES, BECAUSE THEY

CARE fl\OIJGH TO JOIN THE STRUGGLE THAT SHAPES OUR STATE, LII€ T}OIVIAS JffFERSON, I

BELIEIE IHAT PMPLE "ARE INHERENTLY CAPABLE OF MAKING PROPER JUDEflBII-S I^IHE{ IHEY ARE

PROPERLY INFORTM."

TODAY, THE SYSTilI CONIINUES TO PERFORM THE TASKS FOR WHICH IT hIAS DESIGNED.

SOIVEI'IIVIES YOU WILL FAIL,
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IT hlAS DESIGNED TO PREVENT TYRANI{Y, IT DOES NOT CONCENIRATE POhlER, BUI RATHER

DISPERSES IT ATVONG THE BRANCHES AND LEVELS OF GOIERMENI.

IT 1,.lAS DESIGNED TO FOCUS GO!ERI.IMB{]'POhIER ON ITS LEGITIMATE OBJECTIVES.

AND S0, G0!ERl{vlEI'[ REIAINS FB,ICED OUT 0F OUR iOUS$ 0F I\0RSHIP, OUR NffSRmlS AI'ID IHE

PRIVATE PRECINCTS OF OUR FAIVIILIES. IT l,lAS IESIGNED TO E{FRANGIISE TIf PEOPLE. AI{D

SO IHE ELETTORAL PROCESS OPE.IS TO AN EVER-ilPAI{DING CIRCLE OF AI{ERICA$IS B{TITLED TO

EXERCISE THEI R SOIEREIGNTY.

THE CONSTITUIION'S BICENTENNIAL ITWITES US TO CELBRATE OUR CHARTER'S PAST

AND REFLE T ON ITS PRESENI. BUT IT ALSO PROVIDES AN OCCASION TO DREM ABOUI ITS

FLTIlJRE.

THE CONIINUED SUCCESS OF THE AIV1ERICAN EXPERITVENT IN ORDERED LIBERTY WILL

NOT DEPEIS ON SO4E NEhILY DISCOVERED SHRED OF HISTORICAL EVIDENCE THAT SHED A

FLICIGRING LIG.I{T ON THE ELUSIVE TOIJCHSTONE OF "ORIGINAL INTEI{I." AS IN lHE PAS[, THE

CONSTITU-ION'S FIIruRE WILL DEPfl{D ON IHE ABILITY OF A SELF-GOVERI.IING NATION OF FREE

tvlEN AND I.IO4EN TO FII{D WITHIN THIS RICH AND LIVIT'IG DOCl'Itr{I lHE MEANS TO CONFRONT ]HE

CHALLENGES OF THE CE{ruRIES TO COIVIE.
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WE THE PEOPLE. STARTING THE THIRD CENTURY OF A DREAM,

YES, PRESIDENI REAGAN, THE U,S. CONSTITUIION IS THE I|VIPASSIONED AND

II{SPIRED VEIICLE BY WHICH V'IE TRA\iEL THROUGH HISTORY. l.iE ALL Ifl}.I lHE JOURI'IEY IS MI.

O\ER, THAT THE ilPERIIVENT GOES ON. At{D AT ITS ffi.ITER? l,JE THE PEOPLE--BPOI'IERED AND

BV1POhIERING,

IT HAS BEB\ IvlY DISTIN0I-PLEASURE T0 BE HERE, THANK YOU FOR ALLOt^llNG IvlE T0

SHARE IVY THOUGHTS WITH YOU.

###


