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TO: Members of the House Selecl Committee on Property Tox

FROM:

SUBJECT: Rescheduling of Roundtoble Discussion - November I 4,2012

Pursuont to House Resolution 774, lhe House Select Committee on
Property Tox hos rescheduled its second roundtoble discussion for
Wednesdoy, November 14, 2012. As you will recoll, this meeting wos
initiolly scheduled for October 18, but wos conceled due lo scheduling
issues.

The purpose of the roundtoble meeting will be to discuss the
recommendotions of the Committee, which will be included in the report
required by House ResolutionTT4.

The meeting will be held in the Ryon Office Building Librory (Room
200), ond will begin promptly ol 9:30 o.m.

Pleose contoct Eileen Krick of 783-3154 or
ekrick@naho USECOP.COM with your ottendonce plons. lf you ore unoble
to ottend the meeling, kindly forword on officiol leove request to Eileen in
Room 216, Ryon Office Building, prior to November 

.l3.

Thomos J. Quigley, Choirmon - 
'i 

"'i
* ,j

House Select Commiltee on Property Tox
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CLERK
Committee Attendance Record

DATE: November 14. 2012

Select Committee on Properly TaxCOMMITTEE:

DATE: November 14,20lZ

TIME CALLED TO ORDER: 9:41 AM

PLACE:

TIME ADJOURNED:

Room 200, Ryan Office Building

Quigley, Thomas - Chairman x Briggs, Timothy -- Vice-Chairman x

Brown, Rosemary x Bradford, Matthew x

Gabler, Matthew x x

Krieger, Timothy x Kortz, William x

Micozzie, Nicholas x Thomas, Curtis x

Simmons, Justin x x

Swanger, RoseMarie x

t1
Total Present

Total Absent
0t,0

Total Absent with Leave
2

Chairman U

MAJORITY MEMBERS PRES ABS
ON

TEAVE MINORITY MEMBtrRS PR"ES ABS
ON

LEAVE

Dean, Madeleine

Wheatley, Jake
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CLERK

OFFICIAL LEAVE REQUEST FORM

absence from the meeting/hearing of the Select Committee on Property Taxes

Nicholas A. Micozzie
NAME

to be held on 11t14t2012
DATE

I will be absent for the following reasons:

, hereby request an otficial leave of

at

COMMITTEE

9:30 AM
T!ME

Out of town.

11t13t12 t/

REDATE

Republican Information Technology Servi ces 07 I 02

t,

t

4.
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CLERK

OFFICIAL LEAVE REQUEST FORM

Justin Simmons , hereby request an official leave of
NAME

absence from the meeting/hearing of the Select Committee on ProPerty Taxes
GOMMITTEE

to be held on November 1 4,2012 at 9:30 AIVI

DATE TIME

I will be absent for the following reasons:

Vacation

November 13,2012
DATE IGNATURE

**Submit this form to the Majority Committee Chairman prior to the Committee meeting.

Republican lnformation Technology Services 1 1/03

I

I



HOUSE SETECT COMMITTEE ON PROPERTY TAX
MINUTES

NOVEMBER 14,2012

Choirmon Quigley colled the meeting of the House Selecl Committee on
Property Tox to order of 9:41 o.m. on Wednesdoy, November I 4, 2012, in Room
200 of lhe Ryon Office Building.

The following members were present:

Thomos Quigley, Choirmon
Rosemory Brown
Motthew Gobler
Timothy Krieger
RoseMorie Swonger

Timothy Briggs, Vice Choirmon
Motthew Brodford
Modeleine Deon
Williom Kortz
Curtis Thomos
Joke Wheotley

There were no members obsent.

The following members were on officiol leove:

Nicholos Micozzie
Juslin Simmons

The purpose of the roundtoble meeting wos to discuss the
recommendotions of the Commiltee, which will be included in the report
required by House ResolutionTT4.

Choirmon Quigley begon lhe meeting by soying thol the Committee
would be reviewing the list of suggested recommendotions submitted by
commitlee members. He soid he hoped by lhe end of the doy the Commitlee
could gel down to some lhings thot everyone ogrees on in principle ond
concept. He indicoted thot the Committee would deol wilh the more
contentious ond interesting suggestions of the next meeting. He soid Vice
Choirmon Briggs ond he discussed hoving o two-lhirds mojority vote for
odoption of the recommendolions, which will lhen go into the reporl. He
odded thot the report would closely mirror posl select committee reports in
style/slructure. He outlined the vorious sections of the reporl: choirmon's
remorks, commillee structure ond members, purpose, method,
findings/discussion, recommendolions ond oppendix. Anno Molcein, Legol
Counsel (R) for the Committee, stoted lhot the report would moke it very cleor
whot lhe Committee hos found.
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Representotive Deon suggested thot the Commitlee be o
generol in ils recommendolions so o consensus con be reoched.
Quigley qgreed with Representolive Deon's poinl.

little more
Choirmon

Prior to the Committee beginning its review of the list of
recommendotions, Representotive Wheotley suggested thol poyroll toxes be
considered os o recommended ollernolive to property toxes. Anno Molcein
indicoted thot such o meosure would foll under the umbrello of "locol oplions"
for which the Committee is odvocoting.

Choirmon Quigley then direcled the Commiltee's otlention to the
recommendotions under the heoding entilled "school Funding." He soid the
brood recommendotion would include revisiling the impoct of hold hormless
ond/or looking of o new or improved funding formulo.

Representotive Wheotley inquired os to whelher the Committee wos
tolking obout the distribution of school funding. He soid he would support the
recommendotions, but thoughl thot some items moy be considered
controversiol.

Representotive Gobler noted thot the reoson school funding distribulion is

olwoys difficull is becouse there ore winners ond lhere ore losers, ond it is not
known whot the implicotions would be. He soid the Commitlee should estoblish
some sorl of criterio ogoinst which school funding dislribution could be
meosured.

Vice Choirmon Briggs commented thol it moy be worthwhile to order the
lndependent Fiscol Office to come up with doto ond o funding plon. He olso
suggested osking the IFO to look ol the hold hormless doctrine.

Representotive Wheotley soid lhe Committee connol only look of lhe
monetory issue os the bottom line. He odded thot firsl the Committee needs lo
consider the educotionol slondords il is trying to ochieve ond then think oboul
lhe funding level lhot is needed lo ochieve those slondords. He furlher odded
thot the Committee needs to lhink obout how lo distribute the funds ond
resources lo reoch lhot slondord.

Choirmon Quigley remorked thot the lndependent Fiscol Office study
would determine the current stote of funding ond how o chonge in formulo
would offecl thol funding.
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Representotive Brodford soid two odditionol things should be exomined.
He soid the stote-to-locol funding rotio torget number needs to be 50-50. He
further odded thot proposols culting out costing-out studies need lo be even-
honded.

Representotive Brown noted thol some districts ore nol os weollhy os they
oppeor on poper. She soid the informotion does nol reolly reflect the true
weolth of the district. She inquired os to where lhe informotion is coming from
ond the occurocy of il.

Representotive Deon soid os for os educotion funding goes, the
Committee should pull bock its lens ond focus more broodly before moking o
recommendolion.

Represenlolive Gobler ogreed with Representolive Deon. He coulioned
lhe members not to get inlo educotion policy os lhe Committee is o lox reform
committee. He odded thot it moy be more difficult to ochieve o consensus on
the Commitlee's reporl.

Representotive Krieger osked whol the Committee might osk the
lndependent Fiscol Office to do. Anno Molcein onswered thot on IFO report
would exomine the costs ond funding implicotions of certoin policies.

Representolive Brodford soid thot olternotive revenues need lo be
discussed. He odded thot either toxes need to be roised or educotion funding
needs to shrink to eliminote property toxes.

Representolive Thomos stoled lhot there needs to be o dedicoted source
of revenue. He soid o woy needs to be found to fund educotion thot does not
result in onnuol odditionol burdens on communities.

Representotive Gobler soid thot funding redistribution is not going to be
the silver bullel to bringing obout property tox reform. He odded lhot the focus
should be on reducing property toxes through reducing cost-drivers.

Choirmon Quigley moved onto the second section of the
recommendotions which deolt with mondotes/cost drivers. He noted thot
mondotes ore discussed o lot ond moy require further investigotion.

Representotive Gobler soid os for os cost drivers in educotion ore
concerned, lhe gool should be to identify the mondoles thot do not improve
the quolity of educotion.
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Vice Choirmon Briggs stoted thot the priorily should be educoting children
ond thot educotion costs should not be cul without oddressing the revenue
side.

Choirmon Quigley osked, with regord to mondotes, if perhops
commissions should be creoted to study the issues of speciol educotion ond
chorter ond cyber chorter schools. He noted thot this moy be o woy to provide
relief to the toxpoyer. Representotive Deon lent her support to this suggestion.
Choirmon Quigley soid the IFO could look ol mony of the topics deoling with
mondoles.

Choirmon Quigley moved onto the recommendotion suggesting the
Right-to-Know Low be omended. He soid perhops lhe low could be revisited or
exponded to ollow locol governments to recoup costs in coses of doto mining.

Represenlotive Swonger noted thot reforming Act I I I wos one of lhe
suggested recommendotions ond osked whether lhe Committee wos
considering county property loxes or only school toxes. Choirmon Quigley
responded thol the report would cover county property loxes os well os school
toxes.

ln terms of reossessment, Choirmon Quigley commented thot the report
from the Legislotive Budget ond Finonce Committee wos helpful in gouging the
current slote of property toxes.

Representolive Swonger odvocoled for o conslilutionol omendment thot
would ollow residentiol ond commerciol properties to be ossessed ol different
rotes. Choirmon Quigley ogreed thot reol property should be treoted os o
seporote closs.

Choirmon Quigley commented thot the five suggestions under the
"collections" heoding were recommendolions of the two ottorneys who teslified
of the Committee's October l5 heoring. Represenlotive Gobler soid while he
believes lhe recommendotions hove o lot of merit, lhere is still o lol of
disogreement over locol tox collection. He odded thqt he would support the
recommendotions with the exceplion of lhe one thot would chonge the lows
regording property tox collection.

Prior to recessing lhe meeting of I l:04 o.m., Choirmon Quigley suggested
thot the Committee reconvene ofter the odjournment of session. Due lo the
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House session running loter thon onticipoted, the Committee wos unoble to
meet ond did not reconvene its meeting on November | 4, 2012.

Thomos J. Quigl , cho on


