
HOUSE OF REPRESENTI\TIVES

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

HARRISBURG
.Iune 25, 1974

6taff Procedures

Flonorable Patr ick G leason
Chalrman, Select Committea

on Contract Praetices

Honorable llarry Comer

There are a number of polnte and problems which I feel
shouLd bo eleared up without further delay.

(1) Staff should refrain from giving any further
press releases as to the scope and content of
any matters under investigation. Any contacts
with the presB shall bo made by mernbers of the
eommittee .

(21 Staff shaLL be staff
and should be at the
the committee.

the eomnrlttee as a whole
sposal of all members of

of
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(3) The minority requests that secretarial asaLstanee
and letterheads be provlded to staff.

(4) Staff should eonduct themselvos ln a manner which
would not, discredtt rnembers of the House of
Representatives. This includes conduct at meetings
of the committee aEI welL as investigations by staff
in the f ield.

(5 ) Supp1y a list of all staf f members connected with
the eommittee, their salaries and from what fund
they are being paid.

(6) Minority staff shoukl be consuLted in advance r€-
garding future investigat,ions. Request of minortty
staff shaLl be honored by majority staff regardlng
attendance and questloning of witnesses. Minority
staff should have acceas to aIl" new data coLlected
by any staff member.
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HOUSE OF REPRES ENTATIVES
COM MONWEALTH OF PEN N SYLVAN IA

HARRISBURG

iluly L2, L974

Honorable Patrick Gleason
Ctrairman, Se1ect Committee on
Contract Practices

House of Representatives
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

Dear Pat:

I am in receipt of the copy of your letter of July 9, L974,
to Arlen Specter, Esquire concerning the possible employment of
Mr. Specter and the Law Firm of Deckert, Price and Rhodes as
consultants to the Se1ect Committee on State Contract Practices.

Committee Rule 15 states that "al} staff members shall be
confirmed by a majority of the Committee". Counsel to the minority
has advised me that aII eontracts for serviees to be rendered to
the Committee are subj ect to approval by the Corunittee and not by
a private agreement between you, the Majority Leader, Mr. Butera,
and the party or parties you seek to employ.

The minority mernbers of the Se1ect Committee believe that we
have the requisite IegaI expertise within the Conunittee staff as
presently constituted to handle the matters that you would have
Mr. Specter research. As you well know, the Committee already has
at its disposal three former assistant district attorneys from
Philadelphia who are reimbursed at the rate of $675 per week plus

o assist the Committee in its deliberations. We believe
taff members of both the Majority and lvlinority are as
d in the Election Code and State Banking Codes as are any
the State.

For exampJ-e, Edward Hussie, Esquire of your staff wrote and
handled the legislative package of eighteen election reform measures
recently introduced by the Republiean House Leadership. Surely,
this expertise need not be wasted and surely the taxpayers t money
could be better spent on other matters.



Honorable Patrick Gleason 2- July L2, L974

I would appreciate your furnishing me with a copy of any
proposed contract to be entered into between Ivlr. Specter, Deekert,
Priee and Rhodes and the Committee. The taxpayers of the State
are entitled to an accounting of how their tax funds are being
spent and the minority members of the Committee are entitled to
kno,ur and vote upon the terms and conditions by which staff are to
be retained.

S inc ere Iy ,

Harry Comer

Hon. H
Hon. J
Hon. B
Hon. J
Hon. R

arry Englehart
ames Manderino
en j amin Wils on
ames Ustynoski
udolph Dininni

Bill Por,ve11, t{a j ority Staf f
John Connelly, Jr., Minority Staf f
Robert Kagen, Minority Staff
John Broujos, Minority Staff
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April 3, 1974

Honoroble Horry R. J. Comer
House of Representotives
Room 512, E-Floor
Moin Copi tol Bui lding

,"o,.w*io .n
When liir.st reod oler" your note to me of April 2, I must confess I wos more thon o

little surprised of whot seemed to be your complete obout-foce regording our Com-

mitteets procedure.

After rereoding your note, I reviewed the minutes of our Committee meetings ond

confirmed my recollection thot, for from obiecting to Committee Rules I ond 2, yov

ond your colleogues hod ioined in the unonimous vote by which they were odopted ot
our August l5th meefing. As o motter of foct, Horry, it wos on your personol motion

thot Rule 2 wos odopted.

With respect to the issuonce of subpoenos, t con only point out thot this Committee hos

done noihing not contemploted by the Rules of the House ond cleorly estoblished legislo-
tive precedent. However, so thot there will be no ombiguify concerning the motter, I

will oct on your suggestion ond propose on omendment to House Rule 51 to clorify its
I onguoge .

I know thof your note wos drofted ond forworded to me in good foith ond thot you ond

your colleogues would not condone ony effort to obstruct or otherwise undermine our

C omm ittee 's i mporton t work .

Sincerely ,

Potrick A. Gleoson, Choi rmon

House Select Committee on Stote
Controcf Proctices
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