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PATRICK A. GLEAAON' MEMBER

636 MAIN 5TREET

JOHNETOWN. PENNAYLYANIA IEgOI

COMMITTEEA

GAME AND FIAHERIEA

MILITARY ANO VETERAXT ATFAINS

ATATE COYERNXENT

October 2, 197 4

HOUSE OF RtrPRES trNTATIVES
(.

COM MONWEALTH OF PEN N SYLVAN IA

HARRIsBURG

,

Honorable Milton J ' ShaPP

Cove rno r
Comrnonwea lth of PennsYlvania

225 Main CaPitol Building
Harrisburg, PennsYlvania 17120

Dear Governor ShaPP:

I hope this letter finds you in good health and spirits'

onSeptember30,lgT4AnthonyAltavi,'^"'.:::]j:":^o"foreourCommittee.
I\,ir. Altavilla admitted, under oath, that he was in fact a party to the lie

which former secretary of property t supplies Frank c. Hilton perpetrated

upon the citizens of the commonwearth of pennsylvania at his press conference

onJulY2,1974'

specificary, Mr. Altavira acinritted that he arnangecl and attended a

meeting in \/irkes-Barre, at which meeting were present walter S '

Robbins, Mr. Hilton and lrir. Altavilta. During this meeting },,|r.

Hirton asked for, ancJ received, permissicn from walter s ' Robbins to

use Robbins'nante in stating thai Robbins was the inclividual who

ient Hilton the money to ,"ply an outstanding bank loan of over

$15, 000 to KeYstone Bank '

subsequent to this nreeting Mr' Altavllla' pursuan! to the instructions

of l\4r. Hilton, receiruO u,iaffidavit f'o*'N'ir' Robbins' giving to Hitton

permissiontouseMr.Robbinsnarneasc]escribedabove.

Arthough Mr. Artavira alleges that he hacl no icrea that Mr ' Hilton was

going to lie at the July znJ"p."ss conference' Altavilla refrained from

taking any action after that press conference'
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Mr. Attavilla statedi that clespite the fact that he was a state employee,
whose salary was paid by the taxpayers of this Commonwealth, he

felt no moral obligation to apprise the proper authorities.that Mr.
Hilton had lied both to the press and to the public.-

As the above information indicates ,1,1r. Altavitta vias an integrat part to
the lie foisted upon the citizens of this Commonwealth by [\4r. Hilton.
For rnore than tv.,o months after the July 2nd press conference, Mr.
Altavilla livecl out this lie in silence.

tn view of the fact that you have, albeit reluctantly, fired Mr. Hilton
for lying, it woutd seem consistent with your position that you also
discharge I\4r. A.ltavilla from his present employnrent with the
Department of Property and Supplies. ln truth, I am somewhat
amazed that you have not already taken that action.

Mr. Altavilta, by his own adrnission, has clisqualified hirnself from
further service to this Commonwealth. I now call upon you to
immediately remove him from his position with the Commonwea'lth .

Very truly urs
L

Patrick A. Gleason
Cha irnran
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PATRICK A. GLEASON
CHAIRMAN

HOUSE OF REPRES ENTATIVES
COMMONWEALTH OF PEN NSYLVAN IA

HAR RI S BU RG

SELECT COMMIITEE ON STATE CONTRACT PRACTICES

September 26 , L97 4

\
I

OFFICE OF SPECIAL COUNAEL

our former
on to now
ets effort to

e

The Honorable Milton J. Shapp
Governor
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
225 Main C,apitol Building
Harrisburg', Pennsylvania 77L20

Dear Governor Shapp:

We just cannot understand the brazen attempt b
Secretary of Property and Supplies, Frank C. H

use Commonwealth Court to stone-wal1 our Commi
secure his personal testimony under oath.

0n1y a short time ago, public resources and staff were being
deployed to attack our Committee for not allowing Frank Hilton
to ta1k. One of your Deputy Attorneys General served Mr. Hilton
in seeking Commonwealth Court support so he "cou1d ta1k. "

Now, with his oft - demanded appearance scheduled for Mon day ,
September 30th, the same Frank C. Flilton is seeking to use the
same Court to prevent us from hearing Frank Hilton talk. This
makes no sense, and I am personally convinced that this latest
tactic could only have been developed with your knowledge, or
the knowledge of persons under your jurisdiction as Governor.

If my personal judgement is wrong on this, I would like you to
te1l me that, and to assure me that you will use the considerable'influence of your oftice to encourage Frank C. Hilton to talk

', on schedule"

tru 1 ou

vv
i1t
tte

ry-n
{t

Patrick A. G1 ason
Cha i rman
Select Committee on
State Contract Practices
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PATRICK A. GLEASON
CHAIRMAN

OFFISE OT SPESIAL COUNAEL

HOUsE OF REPRES trNTATIVES

\ coMMoNWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

.t xARRtsBuRG

sELECTi coMMtrrEE oN sTATE coNTRAcr PRAcrlcES

September 19, 1974

Honorable Milton J. ShaPP

Covernor
Cornmonwealth of PennsYlvania
225 Main CaPitol Building
Harrisburg, PennsYlvania 17 120

Dear Covernor ShaPP:

t hope this letter finds you in good health and spirits'

Encrosed is a subpoena Duces Tecum requiring production of copies of

your personar Federar tncome Tax returns for the years l906, 1967, 1968

and rg69. The committee is wiiling to abide by the compromise which i's

currentry in effect concerning your tax returns for the years .l970, 1971,

1972 and 1973.

Very tru ly you

Please advise me by l\4onday, Septernber 23, 1974 at 11:00 o'clock o'lrl"
whether you are willing to give to tlr!s committee access to your Fecleral

tncome Tax returns for the y"rrr 1g66 through 1969, inclusive, in the same

manner as we have agreed upon concerning your Federal and state lncome

Taxreturnsfortheyears1970through1973inclusive.

shoutd you be unwilling to accept this compromise for your tax returns

of these four adclitionat years, please note that the enclosdd subpoena is

returnable on Monday, Septer^nbe r 23, 1974 at 11:00 o'ctock a'm

t

Think you in advance for your cooperation in this matter'

e fb@
Patrick A. Gleason
Chairman
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PATRICK A. GLEA5ON
CHAIRMAN

OFFICE OF SPECIAL COUNSEL

HOUSE OF REPRtrS ENTATIVEE
COM MONWEALTH OF PEN NSYLVAN IA

HARRISBURG

SELECT COMMITTEE ON STATE CONTRACT PRAeTICES

September 11, 1974

Honorable Milton-J . ShapP
Covernor
Commonwea lth of Pennsylvania
225 Main Capitol Building
Harrisburg, Pennsylvanta 17 120

Dear Governor Shapp:

I am in receipt of your letter of September 11, 1974 rejecting the compromise
which the Committee authorized me to propose on Septeniber 5, 1974 with
respect to this Committeets request for your federal and state tax returns
for the years 1970 through I973. I must reject, once again, the counter-
proposal which you offer on page 2 of your letter. As you are certainly
aware this compromise has been rejected as unacceptaple by the Committee,.
and you and your attorneys have been so informed.

Over five weeks have passed since this Committee first asked for these'
materials. We have attempted to accommodate you in gond faith, but we

can wait no longer.

With this tetter today, I am asking members of the staff to serve the

subpoena which was initially authorized on August 19 t i974. lt is
returnable Monday, September 1 6, 197 4 .

The Committee, of course, remains willing to act on the [:asis of the
compromise which was voted on September 5, 1974 and which was

discussed with your attorneys on August 29, 1974. So tl'rat there may

be no misunderstanding about the terms of that compromise, I shall

-restate it here. tt calls for "review, by Committee members and designated
staff of your personal copies of your Federal and Statq income tax returns
for the years indicated at a place and tirne to be settled by mutual agreement.
Under this compromise, the Committee would not take physical possession,
custody or control of your copies of your returns, bg[ Wguld have access
to them as indicated for as long as necessary.'f

q
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ln addition, t believe that our Committee will siri"iport a :,.;Ugestion that
Committee members to be invotved in an exarnination of tl'rese materials
be timited to the Chairman and Vice Chairrnan with each designating
a restricted number of professional staff persons to assist them.

I must admit that t am deeply disturbed that your letter today attempts

once more to delay this Committee and to misstate its position. While

we have every wish to protect your right of privacy in the context of
this investigation - as evidenced by our compromise proposal not to
take actual possession of your tax returns - l cannot help but be appalled
as a citizen and as a fettow politician by your continued unwillingness to
be candid and open with the Public.

IVloreover, you do us att a disservice--most especially the attorneys from

the Comrnittee and from your staff who met on August 29th--when you

attude in the fourth paragraph on page two of your letter to a suggestion
which has atready been rejected as if it had not been. 

,

You go on, in the next paragraph, to reference additional rrmutually

agreed upon questions. " You either do not yet unclerstand or are
deliberately misstating this Committee's clear caveat to you that
it is and shatl continue to be the Committee through its Chairman
which wilt be the sole judge of what is relevant to its inguiry.
lf we were to propound ontv 'rmutually agreed upon questions,'r
your attorneys have made it quite clear that virtually every
question of importance to the Committee wculd have to go unasked

t state once more that as far as this Committee is concerned your tax

returns are not an end in themselves, but only one snlall step, one

investigative toot among many, that we wish to utilize in our investigation
of the matters concerning you which we currently have underway.

I woutd very much appreciate it, incidentalty, if you would cease in
your continuing effonts to imply that this Comrnittee did not or does not

wish to have your testimony under oath on a whole range of matters.
You have had my personal assurance from the outset that you would be

called before the etection as you wished, and that is, in fact, the case.

)
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Finally, please be assured that lwill be happ), i!) prci. r,ti with the
Committeers authorized compromise at any tinre l-retwetrt-r yriur receipt
of this letter and the return date of the subpoena which accompanies it.

Patrick A. CleaEon
Chairman
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

HARRISBURG

July 31, 1974

''' Belytng on your as$urances to me that there is 'no t.ssson of cny ttme to
'',:i,::;*','aubpoeno rGcordg rneloting to my Adrntntglratfon or to rlty pffsontl affatraro '

:,,r: i as expr€ssed tn your lettir o/.truna 8,'1,974, f noul ccll upon you lo rnake ,

availobla ts thfs Ca,mrnittee copiet of all booka, documents, cccounts,
racords, indfces, tapes, logs, Icdgers, cl{crfes, apptrfcetton farw1r,
finencing stetements, profit stoternents ond cny and all other del,Ja

pertclning to loan c6rrseme nts between the Contincntnl Bcnk, the

Fideltty Bsnk cnd IyS Bank and any poliliccl comnrilteae operattng
on beha tt sf or outhorired by you {n your copcci{y os fi condfdcte for ''
publtc ffice or between theee three bantrcs ond 6ny eowfit{rttee orr ot}w,r

organ{ectlon ertabltshed tn furthersncs of ar actfng in eupport of your
candidacy far publfc offtce during the period Januory J, 1966 to the
preaent.

I would be nost opprsciutfve ff thie tnforrnatfon could be tn my hands by
It {rdnes dny,,4ugust f , N74, at .IIl 00 a.m, .*

In sdditfon, the Comnrttte* urf ll requiro all pertlnent inforrtation concernlng
the monnar In rphich ony euch loana wars repaid, Thfs tnformatton chould
tnclude all clcta pertcin{ng to cny personal locn taken out for thfe purpase,
ony personal or politicat J'und rats{ng undertaken for fhfs pury?ose, cncl ony
ond all other actttr{tiee ln{ttated, Dy you, or" atyour dtractlan,- ar with your'
approa,al to repay such locns

.7.,rii:.: . ;r:.

.-,,.*, ^,',.. fhs Comralttes.pould alco apprucfol. on.€i"?l4natlon of tha fo oraring aant€nce
i " :":i"i=r.': uhlch opp€ors In lho /inonclal statament nf,da publlo Dy'you ond Nrai shappl

,.-;i".,... tloled DscemDer.!I. I9I3. Tlrut s€nteneo r*sda, ., 
ocertlflcolee o/depotlpf..

$033,000 ore plortgcd oe collateral /or loons ll'om a bank lo 4 ahlrd pffty
,, 7 ugoln8t $,hlch $625, OO0 ho8 De€n provlded ,or possibt€ uneollectlblllty. r

'_t

ri

l,:l,' , lll.tl,fotn Cap{tol Butldfng
{ ' IJorr{s}ur g, Pennsylvani a 17fiA
{

LJ Deor Governor shapp;

I

1
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F REPRESENTATIVES

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
?"hese rcqu€s ts for lnfor"nrnflon corirs, fA{#&6H€s you cre nwflre, os a reCIult

of on inqufry undertaken hy the Comrnftfee {nto thu eontrtstuol relalfonshipe
befuieen theae three b#nks and the Cornnnonwe*lth, thrrcugh tphich fhe bcnles

ssy1re as elther actjt,c cr inect{ve deposttortee for rtate monies or rrs trcnsier
nds qnd tar cntlcfPc tlon not@$.

determine tf the bcnks {n

plecss be sssured thqt the Comnr{ttee opprec{stes your attent{on to these

requests.

Very truly yours I

Ch<rfrrnan

',.

.*

&gents far

received ony preferenliel {reatraent or favared rlotue as

lendtng procticea. :' 
. ' i ' '' '}, ':'',, " ' 'r' '"': 

"
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PATRICK A. GLEASON
CHAIRMAN OFFICE OF APEGIAL COUNAEL

HOUSE OF REPRES ENTATIVES
COMMONWEALTH OF PEN N SYLVAN IA

HARRISBURG

SELECT COMMITTEE ON STATE CONTRACT PRACTICES

July 26 , L97 4

Honorable Milton J. Shapp, Governor
Commonwealt.h of Pennsylvania
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

Dear Governor:

Because of your many public assurances that your Administration is the
most "open" in the history of the Comnonwealth, and. because of your ex--
plicit assurances to me in your letter of ,June 5, L974 that there is "no
reason at any time to subpoena records relating to my Administration or
to my personal affairs, " I now urge you to direct your State Democratic
Chairman, Harvey Thiemann, to'turn over to this Corunittee the campaign
contribution records and other data which has been requested from him.

You are undoubtedly aware that Chairman Thiemann has not only irresponsi-
bIy taken it upon himself to edit the materials which he offered in re-
sponse to this Committee's subpoeha, but aJ-so has declined this Committeets
invitation to appear before it on ,lu1y 16, 1974 and then refused to answer
questions concerning his fail-ure to comply with the original subpoena
duces tecum when subpoenaed to testify personally on iluly 24, L974.

I cannot, imagine r,7hat it is that Chairman Thiemann is attempting to hide
or cover-up. I can only hope that you will exercise your influence as
the man who selected Mr. Thiemann for his post and as your partyrs high-
est ranking elected State official , to convince Chairman Thiemann that
his attempt to stonevrall this Committee is illegal and irresponsible as
well as a disservice to your party and the many fine Pennsylvanians who
look to him as their political leader

Very truly yours,

Yr**;rt-4.fu rc)
Patrick A. Gleason, Chairman
Se1ect Committee on State
Contract Practices

PAG : JMW: bb
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PATRICK A. GLEASoN. HEUBGR
63C IIAIX STREET

JO'{T{3TOIYN. PENNSYLVANIA I6EOI

COMMITTEEB

CAHE AND FIAHERIE!
IIILI?ARY AHD VETENANS AFF'AIR.T

HOySE OF REPRES ENTATTVES
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVAN IA

HAR RI S BU RG

June 6, 1974

,uT

wfir
orl '

,L l,{'*Honorob le Mi lton J , S hopp
Governor, Commonweo lth of Pennsylvonio
Horrisburg, Pennsylvonio

Deor Governor:

!,fi1
(,t

? fl a F*rt
^tl 2b'
,r

I enclose on exchonge of correspondence between myself ond Generol
Pockel on the motter of your use of bonk money to goin nominotion ond etection"
The response, which I presume wos mode with your j"rronol knowledge, is entirety
u.nsotisfoctory_ to me. By no stretch of the imoginotion witl either th; Legislofure or
the people of Pennsylvonio bry the orgument thot the low wos meont to contoi no loophole for the weotthy few who con estoblish o tine of credit ot o bonk.

I find the existing low to be totolly binding ogoinsf such o tronsoction,
ond see no need for chonge. I believe the use of bonk loons wcrs in violotion of
both the spirit ond the letter of the LowT ond thot the oct of vio,lorion directty
resulted in o distortion of the lgTo Democrotic porty primory.

lf your loons were in foct in occordonce with low, then the iow must
be chonged forthwith. lsuggest thot, if you insist thot the present tow inctudes o
rich-mon loophole, you immediotely instruct your Attorney Generol to provide me
with corrective longuoge,

Unti I I heor from you r I shol I be fu lly licensed to remoi n omong the
growing number of skeptics ond critics on the motter.

Sincerely,

Pof rick A. G leoson, Member
House of Representotives

PAGhls


