
, PATRICK A.
CHAIN['AN

HOLISE OF RtrPRES HNTATIVES
COT4 TdONWEALTH OF PEN N SYLVAN IA

HAFIRISFURG

SELECT CO$JIMI TEE ON STATE CONTRACT PRACTICES

September 11, 1974

l-lonorable lsrael Pacl<el
Atto rney Cenera I

Cornrnonwea lth of Pcnnsy lvan ia
Delrartrnent of Justice Building
Calrital Annex Old Museum Building
Harrisburg, Fennsylvania

Dea r Cene ra I Packe I :

The Committee firrds it necessary to request that you make available
to'it the following:

(a) Any opinions, advisory or formal, which you
have renclered as Attorney Ceneral concerning
cable television or any related matters

(b) Any investigative files ancl/or reports pr.epared
b)/ your Departrnent concerninq allegatiotrs that
Donald Altoff and/or Roger Fischer initiatecl or
participated in an operation designed to Eenerate
payments of money f ronr i nd i vidua ls and/or
corporations leasing property to the State in
Erie County; one of the chief complainants in
this case was J . Robert Baldwin .

Very truly yo
S

ur

Patricl< A. 6leason
Cha irman
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PATRICK A. GLEAAON. IIEXBER
636 IIAIN STFEET

JOHXATOIYN. PENNTYLVANIA IIEOT

COMMITTEES

GAIIE ANO FISHERIEt
}IILI?ARY AND VETERANS AFFAIRg

HOUSE OF REPRES ENTATIVES
COMMONWEALTH OF PEN NSYLVAN IA

HAR RI S BU RG

June 25, 1973

Honoroble lsroel Pockel
Attorney Generol
Justice Deportment
Moin Copitol Annex
Horrisburg, Pennsylvonio 17120

Deqr Genero I Pockel:

I om writing to demonstrote my supporf for fhe recently expressed interest in election reform
by the Administrotion. I hove sponsored H,B. 746, which the Administrotion hos odopted

- .:s its own, dlspite the Governor's sfotement thot 746 hos un-nomed "loopholes". The Gov-
-.-o. hos indicoted he will submit omendments to correcf these "loopholes".

However, there is one oreo in porticulor in which I hod dfficulties in drofting odequote
loriguoge ond which the Administrotion oppeors to hove 6verlookid oltogether. I speok of
the possible defects in our stotute intended to prohibit loons to politicol condidotes from
corporotions ond/or bonks.

This low is intended to minimize the potentiol influence of powerful corporote ond bonking
inferests on elected public officiols specificolly, ond to prohibit corruption of the election
PrcCeSS.

I will cite o disturbing focfuol illustrotion which roises the possibility there moy be o goping
loophole in 25 P. S. 3225 which is intended to prevent such corruption.

The Shopp for Governor Committee of 1970 received o totol of $750,000 in loons from the
Fidel@nfortheDemocrolicgubernotoriolnbminotionogoinst
,Auditor Genero I Robert P. Cosey.

The lodns the Primory Committee received from the Fidelity Bonk breok down os follows:
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Honoroble lsroel Pockel
June 25, 1973
Poge 2

Morch 24, 1970
Apri I 6, 1970
Apri I 14, 1970
April 29, 1973
Moy 4, 1970
Moy 7, 1970
Moy 11,1970
Moy 14 , 1970
Moy 15, 1970

000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
000

,
,

50
50

I00
r50
50

100
t50
50
50

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

t

TOTAL

It is opporenf thot the decisive foctor in Mr. Shopp's norrow primory victory over Mr. Cosey
urcs the infusion of $7501000 of bonk money into politics. But for these loons of questionoblq
legolity, it is entirely proboble thot Robert P. Cosey would be Governor of Pennsylvonio todoy.
The Bonk money, in effect, oltered the future of on entire stote.

Loons from bonking i nterest olso hod o dominont role in the generol election gubernotoriol
compoign ogoinst Roymond Broderick.

The Shopp for Governor Committee received o loon of $75,000 from Fidelity Bonk ond

,000 from Continento I bonk. ln oddition, the Shopp- K li ne Commi ttee recei ved o

toto I of $550,000 from the Conti nento I Bqnk . These [oons bieok down os fo I lows:

sm.

(Fidelity) June 12, 1970 $
(Conti nento l) August 5 , 1970 $rr August 14, 1970 S

Shopp for Governor I' September 8, 1970 $

(Conti nento l) October I , 1970
October 23, 1970
October 29, 1970
October 30, 1970

75

r00

50
50

000
000
000
000

t

t

,
,

Sho Kline

Fidelity Bonk ond Continentol Bonk oppeor to hove looned for politicol purposes o cumulotive
totol of $1 ,675,000 to the Governor's primory ond generol election compoigns for Governor
in 1970.

Pennsylvonio low, ot leost in ils intenf, oppeors to forbid, wifhout quolificotion, corporotions
from inoking ony gifts or loons to ony politicol committee or condidote. The Act of June 3, 1967
P.L. 1333, Art. XVI , Section 1605 os omended June 3, 1943, P.L. 851, Section l: (25P,5, 3225).

$300,000
$ 7 5,000
$ I 25, 000
$ 50,000



a

' 
Honoroble lsroel Pockel
June 25, 1973
Pqge 3

(b) No corporotion or unincorporoted ossociotion or officer or ogent
therfficorporotedororgonizedunderthelowsofthis
or ony other stote or ony foreign countryl €Xc,

for politicol purposes or o politicol commitfee,
ept those formed primorilY

sholl po , give or lend

or outhorize to be poid, given or lent, either d-i rec t Yor n rect Yor
through ony other personr ony money or ofher voluoble thing belonging
to such corporotion or unincorporoted ossociot ion or in its custory or
control, to on condidote or politicol committee forlhe ent of onyo

p mory or e ect on expenses w tever. emP r s suPP re

You, os Governor Shopp,s personol lowyer during the 1970 compoign, could significontly
contribute to our mutuol desi re for election reform by informing me ond the public how you

moneuvered the Governor's compoign oround the opporently flot stotutory prohibition ogoinst

such bonk loons. Our House legol stoff, to dote, hos foi led to uncover the loophole in
exi sti ng low.

As you know, the Wotergote incident with its shody compoign fund roising octivities ond

loundered dollors hos heightened public concern over the purity of the electoriol process.

Remediol legislotion is needed ot both fhe federol ond the sfote level.

.-ivould oppr-eciote it if you could provide me with informotion on this loophole, which
Irusfrotes the expressed stotutory intent, in order thot I might prepore oppropriofe corrective
legislotion. ln this vein it is my intention to press for public heorings on legislotion to
correbt such obuses in our election process.

I urge your cooperotion ond ossistonce to remedy this situotibn.

Sinc 'el

Potrick A. G I eoson, l\1em ber

House of Representotives
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bcc: Croig Truox

\


