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RULES OF PR,OCEDURE FOR THE COMMITTEE
AS ADCPTED ON AUCUST 1 5, 1973

AND AMENDED ON 'MARCH 25, 1974

AND AMENDED ON AUGUST I4, 1974

ln additon to, and not in cierogaticn tlrereof, of the House Rutes, particularly Rule #51

relating to investigations, the foltowing Rules o'f Procedure are adopted:

l. No pubiic hearing connected with an invest'igation sha'll be helcl

without approval of a majority of ,the Cornnrittee. Each member shall','be apprised of

investiEations and hearings.- Preiiminary inquiries may be initiated by the staff

with the approvat of.the ctrair.and witnesses may,be subpoenaed for attendance at'

such preliminarY inquirieso '

Z. Sulopoenas for attendance of Witnesses and the production of 
'

memoran6a, documents and reconds shallbe issued by the Chairnran or by any

other Menrber of the Comnrittee designated by hinr. Notice of issuance of 'said

subpoenas lha ll be furnished to each Menrbe rr promptly .

3. The Chairman shall have the authority to call nreetings' This

authority may be detegated by the Chairman to any other Member of the Committee

when necessary. The chairman shall not schedule any hearings or, series.of hearings

withoutgivingatleast43hoursnoticethereoftotheMembers.oftheGommittee'

4. Fo.r" public or executive sessions, any two lJlembers of tlre Cbmmittee

shallconstituteaquorumfortheadministeringofoathsandthetakingoftestimonyin
any given case or subject rnatter. with the permission of the ehairman and the ranking

rninoiity Member, one Me-mber of the.corr;miitee shall constitute aq"::"T for the admin-

istering of oaths ancl tlae taking of tes-tiftrony in any given. case or,subject matter in public

or executive sessions.

5' All witnesses- at.plrblic or executive hearings who testify to matters
'of fact shall be sworn.
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6. Counsel retained by any witness and accompanying such witness
shall be permitted to be present during the testimony of such witness at any public or
exectitive hearing, and to advise such rnritness while he is testifying of his legal rights.
Provided, however. that any Conrmonwealth officer or employee being interrogated by
the staff or testifying before the Committee and electing to have his personal counsel
present shall nct be permitted to select such counsel from the employees or officers
of any commonwealth agency. This rule shall not be construed to excuse a witness
from testifying in the'event hi.s counsel 'is ejected for contumacy or disorderly
conduct; nor shall this rule be construed as authorizing counsel to coach the
witness, ansv/er for the witness, or put words in the witness' mouth, The failure
of any witness to secure counsel shall not excuse such witness from attendance
in response to subpcena .

7. Any witness desiring to read prepareC or written statement in

executive or public hearings shall file a copy of such statement with the counsel or

Chairman of the Committee 48 hours in advance of the hearings at which the statement

is to be presented unless the chairman and the ranking.minority Member waive this
requirement. The committee shall'determine whether such statement may be read or
placed in the record of the hearing

B. A uritness may request, on grounds of distraction. harassment, or
physical discomfort, that cluring his testimony, television, motion picture, and o.ther

cameras ancl lights shall not be directecl at hirn, such request to be ruled on by the

Committee I\4embers present at the hearing.

g.Anaccuratestenographicrecordshallbekeptofthetestirnonyof
all witnesses in executive and public hearings. The record of his testimony vrhether

in public or executive session shall be rnacle available for inspection by witness or his

counsei under committee supervision; a copy of any testimony given in public session

or that part of the testimony given by the witness in executive session and'subsequently
quotecl or made part of the record in a public session shall be made available to any

*ritn"r, at his expense if he so requests, Records of public sessions shall be made

available to any Person at his expense if he so requests'

.|0. lnterroEation of vyitnesses at Committee hearings shall be conducted

on behalf of the conrmittee by Members and majority and.minority committee counsel
.only, 

L

ll.Anypbrsonwhoistlresubjectofaninvestiga}ioninpublichearings
may submit to the cha;rman of the Conrmittee questions in writing for the cross-exam ination
,of other witnesses called by the committee, v/ith the conient of a nrajority of the Members

of the Committee present and voting, these questions shail be put to the witness by the

Chairman, by a Member of the Committee, or by Counsel of the Committee'
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12. Any person whose name is mentioned or who is specifically identified,
and who believes that testimony or other eviclence presented at a public hearing. or
comment made by a committee lt4ember or counsel tends to defame him or otherwise
adversely affect his reputation, nray (a) request to appear personally before the
committee to testify in his own behalf, or, in the alternative, (b) file a sworn statement
of facts relevant to the testimony or other evidence or comment complained of. Such
request and such statement shall be submitted to the Committie for its consideratibn
and action.

13. All testimony taken in executive session shalt be kept secret
and will not be released for public information without the approvat of a majority
of the committee

14. No Cornmittee report shall be reteased to the pubtic without the
approva I of a majority o[ the Committee.

15. All staff members shal be confirmed by a majority of the committee.
such staff members a;e authorized to serve subpoenas as well as the sergeant-at-A rms
of the Legislature or other person designated by the committee or chairman.

16. All witnesses shall testify before the Committee on oath or affirmation
in hearings which shall be opened to the public and the news media. provided, however,
that the Chairman shall have the authority to direct that the testinlony of a particular
witness on oath or affirmation be received in an executive meeting in the first instance,
if the Committee would otherwise be unable to ascertain whether the witness possesses
information relevant to the matters the committee is authorized to investigate,

I7. All still photcaraphy willbe completed before a witness actually
testifies and no photographing shall occur while the witness is testifying. The testimony
of a witness in public session, however, may be broadcast by television or radio with
the permission of the Chairnran, provjdecl that such coverage is orderly and unobstrtrsive,
The coverage of any hearing of the committee by television, .radio, or still photography
shdll be under the direct supervision ofthe chairman, who may for good cause terminate
such media coverage in whole or in pa.rt, or take such other ,"iion "I the circurnstances
may warrant.

I8. The oral presentation by a witness of any opening statement which
has been authorized,by.the committee pursuant to Rule 7 shall be macle uncler oath or
affirmation ancl shall not exceed five minutes unless an extcnsion of time is authorizecl
by the Chairnran. The statement shali be relevant to thc subject matter of the Conrmittee's
inquiry. Statements or portions of statements which take the form of personal attacks by
the witness upon the motives or character of the committee, any nrember the'reof, or
committee staff, and statements which are lntemperate, are not deemed to be relevant
or germane, shall not be made, and may be stricken from the recorfl of the proceedings
on the authority of the Chairman.
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' r9. At the concrusion of the interrogation of his crient, counser sha[ bepermitted to make such reasonable and pertinent requests upon the Committee, inclucling
the testimony of other witnesses or other evidence, as he shall deem necessaiy to protecthis client's rights. rn the discretion of the chairhan, such requests ,t; irr.i ,ponimmediately by the Committee members present or taken uhder advisement for futureconsideration by the Committee.

20. counser for a witness may not examin6 his'own crient, counser maysubmit to the chairman in writing any questions he wishes propounded to his crienl orto any other witness. such questions, subject to changes in form, shal be put to thewitness by the committee chairman, by another member of the committ"", o" uy
committee counser desighated by the chairman, unress a majority or flre Co.miitee
rules that the questions are objectionable ort ihe gfounds of rerevancy, form or forother proper reason.

21. lf the lawyer who accompanies the witness before the Committeeadvises the witness to craim a pr.ivirege against giving any testimony rir:proiucing
documents sought by the committee, the commitiee sriaI permit *.," i"*y"rlo present
his views on the matter for the information of the committee, and thd c#m.ittee shathereupon rule on the validity of the claim or its application to the pu.ti"rrur circumstancesinvolved and require the witness to give the testimony or produce ir,. ao.rr"n,, ,;rda---in the.event jts ruling on the claim is adverse to the witness. Neither the witness nofany other officer or person shall be permitted to claim a privileEe against the witnesl,s 'testifying or producing recordirprior to the appearance of the *itnu", before the
committee, ancl the committee.sha[ not rure in respect to the craim that testimony isprivileged or properly withherd't ntir the question by which the testimony i. 

"oughi 
i"put to the witness,

' 22. Questioning of witnesses shi[ be conducted in the forlowing order:majority counsel, minority counser, chairman, Vice-chairman, members of the majority
ancl minority in alternation, nrinority counsel, and majority coun.sel , euestioning bymajority and minority couhsel shall be unlimited. No more than two.oun".t representingthe majority and minority respectivery may interrog:ite any particurar witness. The
chairman and Vice-Chairman shall be permitted fifteen minutes at a time to question eachwitness; otherwise Committee members ahall be permitted ten minutes at'a time to question,
each witness.

23. rn furfilment of the requiiements of Rute 51, of the Rures'of the Houseof Representatives, the committee sha[ notity any person wh6, in ttre opinion oi il; 
----

Conrmittee, has been defanred, degrirded or'incriminated by any evidence o" ,".ii,nonyreceived by the committee, of the substance.of the accusation. such person'shall alsobe invited votuntarily before the committee and to request trr"t aoaltiilar-;;,;;;;;; ;;
summoned.

24. ln the absence of the Chairman, the ranking majority membef of thecommittee sharr be the acting chairman or any member ctesignited Ly tr,e c*ir,.nun 
" -

shall be the acting Chailman,
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