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HOUSE OF REPRESENTAT IVES
COMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE

Commonweo I th of Pennsy I von io
Horrisburg, Pennsyl vonio

MEMORANDUM

By Jomes R. Molley

Dote June 5, 1974

FILE: Governor's Justice Commission

MITCHELL KENNETH RIGEL
Yoke Crest, lnc.

Alternotives, Inc.

A source in Horrisburg odvised thot MITCHELL KENNETH RIGEL, FBl Tll 672 A,
wos sentenced in the U. S. Court, Northern District of Ohio, on December 14,
I95l fo serye 15 yeors in prison on o chorge of bonk robbery qnd ITSMV ( lnter-
stote Tronsportofion Stolen Motor Vehicle ). He wos sent to the Federol Peniten-
tiory of Terre Houte, lndiono.

He wqs poroled on April 9, 1957 / He violoted his porole (noture of violotion not
immediotely qvoiloble). He wos re-qrrested ond returned to the penitentiory on
Februory 21 , 1966. He wqs ogcrin poroled on June 15, 1970, qt which time he

hod been trqnsferred to the U. S. Penitentiory of Lewisburg, Pennsylvonis.

When poroled, he wos to be'employed ot Yoke Fellow Holf-Woy House, Horris-
burg, Pennsylvonio. Rigel is under the supervision of U. S. Federol Porole Boord
in Horrisburg ond will remoin under supervision until October 27, 1975.

€
lnformotion wos furnished thot Rigel, when he cqme to Horrisburg, wos morried ond
hod two ch i I dren . He wos subsequently d ivorced ond remo rried VALE R lE PAU L
on Februory 19, 1972.

We were odvised thot in connection with the bonk robbery Rigel wos involved in
(exoct nome of bqnk ond locotion nof known) Rigel wos occomponied by WILLIAM
D. METZGER ond thot both Metzger ond Rigel hod pistols in their possession while
committing the bonk robbery.

The FBI identificotion sheef wos not reodily ovoiloble ond the source wos unowore
whether Rigel hod prior convicfions to the bonk robbery for which he served time.
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Another source in the Federol Building, Horrisburg, odvised thot Rigel wos orrested
on suspicion of robbery in the Stote of Colifornio in 1964, which chorge wos dis-
missed. Loter, he wqs orrested for selling mortgqged property ond robbery. On
Augrst !!, 19i5, thi, cqse wos heord in in" ffi#'t"urt,'Los Angeles, Colifornio.
Rigel wos given o 20-yeor suspended sentence ond wos given five yeors probotion. I t ,
The chergc invo'vcd ion. ) ltuf

rrwos nored rhis wos in re65 ond *,n",0,J# nlkllii ,k*0"ffi;*.,lrW',
until 1961 Questions were osked ,.lotiu" to fhis motter, ond it wos determined LL[u"'&l I
thot ollegedly onother FBI worront wos ploced ogoinst Rigel. The indicqtion wqs ]wq ll'*
thot it wos for o robbery chorge, which does nof seem consislent with on FBI

wqrront, however, no detsils were ovoiloble. The source odvised thqt bosed on " i,,l
the qbove mentioied 2}-yeor suspended sentence ond fiveryeor probotion, the P- Pb*
Federol Porole Boord revoked Rigel's porole ond he wos retumed to the Federol
Penitentiory.

While the dotes ore not cleor, if is noted thot in oddition to serving time in the
U. S. Penifentiory ot Terre Houte, Rigel wqs ot one time confined to the Chillicotte,
Ohio U. S. Penitentiory. ln 1968, he went to the Allenwood, Pennsylvonio
lnstitution, which is o port of fhe Lewisburg Penitentiory. He opporently wos
releosed ogoin on porole in 1970 from Lewisburg.

lf is understood thot DONALD STEPHENSON, U, S. Probotion Officer, is quite
interested in Rigel's cose inosmuch os thot office is supervising his porole. lt is

possible thot Stephenson mqy be in touch with this office by telephone for ony
odditionol detqils thot would be of qssistonce to him in hondling Rigel's porole.

ADDENDUM: - Mr. Rice

Stephenson, on June 10, soid thot the offense thot ultimofely resulted in revocotion
of Rigel's porole wos the robbery of o federolly insured sovings ond loon bonk on
August 19, 1965 in Colifomio. lt wos not o stote chorge ond did not involve on
outomobile. He wos orrested on August 20, 1965. When the cose wos heord before
the Federol Court (not Superior Court) in Los Angeles, Rigel wos given o 2}-yeor
suspEmiGntence ond S-yeqr probotion. He wos returned to ioil on Feb ruo-ry 21 ,
1966. He wos sent to Terminol lslond Federol Penitentiory, then to Lewisburg,
Allenwood ond Terre Houte. On June I5, 1970, he wos re-poroled from Terre
Houte ond come to Horrisburg os he hod olreody esfoblished some connection with
Yoke Crest.

(''ls'7 0

/r,-)f
tw

I



Governor's Justice Commission - 2

Originolly Yoke Crest wos o holf-woy house; but under Rigel's guidonce os

Executive Director, it become o ploce where violotors could be sent directly
from court rother thon coming from prison. Some sources believe thot the
Yoke Crest formot os cr ploce for first-time losers hos some merit ond it is

currently being used by the Federol iudges in the Middle District of Penn-
sylvonio.


