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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
COMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE

Commonweo I th of Pennsylvon io
Horrisburg, Pennsyl vonio

MEMORANDUM

By Dole S Thompson

Dote June II, 1974

F ILE: Governor's Justice Commission

On June I l, 1974, Mrs. MARTHA KUNKEL wos interviewed of her home,
1330 Crums Mill Rood, Horris-SfiflEnnsylvonio, telephone No. 652-2440.
She furnished the following informotion.

Mr. MITCH RIGEL wos employed os Executive Direcfor of Yoke Crest somefime
in 1971 ond remoined in thot position until Jonuory 8, 1974. Mrs. Kunkel ot
one time wos on the Boord of Direcfors of Yoke Crest; however, she wos not o
member ot the time Rigel wos first employed ond she does not know how he

come to be with Yoke Crest. She wos elected to the Boqrd in September 1973
ond is presently Choirmon of the Boord.

Mrs. Kunkel sfoted fhot she hqd leqrned thqt during 1972 or 1973, Mrs. Rigel
ond others formed o Pennsylvonio corporotion by the nome of Alternofives, lnc.
They were involved in two controch let by the Governor's Justice Commission.
The first wos to operote o progrqm reloting to drug ond olcohol obuse within
the Stote Correctionol System; the second wos to set up o stotewide progrom

similor to Yoke Crest. This lotter controct wos received obout December 1973.

It wos obout December 1973 thot Mrs. Kunkel leor.ned thot LARRY BIENEMANN
ond MARCIA TEMPKE, ond moybe other employees of Yoke Crest, hod been
used during the summer of 1973 to devetop q pioposed progrom for Alternotives,
lnc. for which funding hod been requested from the Governor's Justice Commis-
sion. Rigel, reportedly, wos not officiolly o porf of Alfernotives, lnc. in thot
he wos not on the Boord of Directors ond he wos not on officer or employee.

Reportedly, Bienemonn wos foken off the Yoke Crest poyroll in December 1973,
ond Rigel wqs employed by Yoke Crest through Jonuory 8, 1974.

wos opporently o

Remov i ng

iniloterolthese individuols from the of Yoke Crest
oction el . The Boord of Directors ond Mrs. Kunkel did not leorn of this
unt oter. Accor,ding ly, ot o meeting of the Boord of Director:s of Yoke Crest
on Februory II, the Boord of Directors occepted his resignotion effective

lt Jonuory 8, 1974.
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Mr. Rigel hod proposed o so-colled merger between Alternotives, lnc. ond Yoke
Crest. Alternotives, lnc. would operote with qutonomy the Yoke Crest progroms.
Mrc. Kunkel stoted thot she oppointed o committee fo study this ond olso to hove
it considered by the ottorney for Yoke Crest, Mr. SPITZER. Mrs. Kunkel soid
this orrongemenf did not moke sense, it wos not o rofionol proposition, ond she

wcrs opposed to if. However, the moiority of the Boord felt thqt ot leost it
ought fo be explored further even though they did not necessorily subsequently
occept it. She soid thot this proposol wos discussed with Dr. GODFREY ond
the ottorney for the Governor's Justice Commission who indicoted they were not
too enthused obout the proposol .

JERRY JAFFE becqme the Proiect Director ot Yoke Crest since Jonuory I, 1974.
JIM LEAKE wos Director of the Whife Hill Proiect, Deportment of Corrections.
LARRY BIENEMANN wos olso on employee of Yoke Crest ond did o lot of the
finqnciol qnd controcting work.

She reported thqt Joffe, Leoke ond Bienemonn come to her ond reported thot
they hod heord Mitch Rigel wos gqmbling ond this wos offecting his iob perform-
once. She soid she would prefer to hove one of the three report the detoils
of Rigel's gombling offoirs.

Jerry Joffe wos hired in effect to reploce Bienemonn becouse it hod been indicoted
he wos leoving to work on Alternotives, lnc. proiects.

She soid thqt DONALD STEPHENSON wos o member of the Boord of Directors of
Yoke Crest, but resigned in December 1973 becouse of on overburdened schedule.
She will furnish o copy of his letter of resignotion. He did lofer return os o
member of the Boord of Yoke Crest.

I

Mrs. Kunkel odvised thof fhe mokeup of the Yoke Crest Boord of Directors hod
chonged over the yeors. At one time fhere were l5 members on the Boord; fhen
the Boord consisted of 35 members with on Executive Committee. Loter the Boord
consisted of 9 members, three of them being stoff members; nomely, Rigel,
Forrodoy ond Bienemqnn. This type of on orrongement wos not occeptoble to
Mrs. Kunkel becouse she believed the Boord should be independent of the stoff
employees. lt wos subsequently chonged.
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Mrs. Kunkel odvised thot Alternotives, Inc. wos reimbursing Yoke Crest for
the time of some of the Yoke Crest employees working on Alternotives, lnc.
proiects. With this exception, she never knew nor wos she ever odvised of
ony of the finonciql qctions pertoining to Alternotives, lnc. occounts.

She knew thot Rigel wos oppointed to the Southcentrol Regionol Council of
the Governor's Justice Commission, but she does not know ony of the detoils
reloting thereto. She olso knows thot he wos o member of the Governor's
Council on Drug ond Alcohol Abuse qt one fime, but does not know ony of
the detoils conceming thot oppointment.

ln regord to finoncing of Yoke Crest, Mrs. Kunkel odvised thot their lorgest
income comes from per diem poid for young odult first offenders who hove
been ploced in the Yoke Crest focility upon order of the vorious courts through-
out the Stsfe of Pennsylvonio. They olso receive funds from vorious churches
ond other sources, os well os federol funds under LEAA progrqms.

She knows thot Morcio Tempke wos on employee of Yoke Crest who lofer
tronsferred to Alternotives, lnc. However, when gronts to thot compony were
cqncelled, Ms. Tempke left ond her whereobouts ore unknown. Mrs. Kunkel
does not know why Rigel fired Bienemonn from employment with Alternotives,
lnc.


