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BERARD: Chairman. //ﬂ

GENERAL CREAMER: 1IMr.

ME.

Berard.

fact that the Regions were not effectively coming up with

award 1970 and 1971 funds as regards their input. It

3q

$8,000,000 from lansing to

tent of the Sennett Resolution has

provide benefits to municipalities

this time,

various Regional sub-awards to units of local government.
.You mention that proper recognition will be

Councils, and I would request that 1£ the fihdings of the

appoint to review Mr. Thornburgh's cHarqes reflect crednt

——— e ——

this 2lso be reported out of committee,
" ernor's Justice Commiss
- for all State and Federal funds handled by the ‘Commission

dates are bureaucratically imposed by LEAA as regards,70,

I Please take this into the total picture for consideration

Councils understand that this is taxpéyers'

awarded by aAétate agency but

held liable to the State and Federal government for those

our Commission and

regaid. ) ‘ o : 2 : .

CDYFhAL CREAMER: Thank you, Mr. Berard.

1
masa

the Federal government.

and units cof local government.
»

since various meﬂbers Of

money received,

we have no recourse in escaping our liability in

e =
sure {ae

(@]
(U5}

Sennett Resolution had to happen due to the

applicaticns to

was necessary in order

The true in-

not been violated and has continued to

As of

A

78% of those funds available to Pennsylvania have gone through

given to the

Commission you

on the Staff, that

the Gov—

ion are mandated by law as liable and responsible

and the. lapse
71 and 72 funds.

and have the

allocaied, and

the final governing body and the actual entity

tax dollars is

n

this

we do have to keep in mind the fact that one of thke

-
Federa

=Lt



wr
(O8]
o2

money here to build the justice system in syivania.  And we had to wmake

an all out effort through the Sennett Ressin

-
S

'y

¢ to save those funds so that

jab}

" we could allocate them throughout the state

keep the

flowing.



STATEMENT OF RICHARD L. THORNBURGH

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

I have today submitted my resignatioh, effective
immediately, as Chairman and as a member of the Ailegheny
'egional Planning Council for the Governor's Justice
Commission. | ‘

I do so because of my féeling that it will be exX- -
tremely difficult for the Counéil td continue to work fori
much-needed reforms in the Allegheny County criminal justice

EE

system within the partisan political atmosphere presently

being fostered by the Governor and his patronage boss in |

e

"
cooperation locally with the Democratic Party Pnalrman of

Alleéheny_gggggj,

I am proud of the fact that my service as Chairman of
this Council since its creation in May of 1969 has been with-
out regard to partisan political considerations. Men angd
women of good will -- Democrats, Republicans and Independents
alike -- have worked together in the effort to provide our
citlzens wiﬁh a safer community and a more just system of

prolice, courts and corrections.

] “4




Much has been accomplished during these three-and-one-
half years through the efforts of the good citizens of
Allegheny County who have served on our Council. Among
other ﬁhings, the Council has provided Allegheny County
with the first comprehensive in-depth look at its criminal
Jjustice system through extensive public hearings and the
report "Toward a Safer Community.'" Federal funds havebalso
provided '

-~A comprehensive drug treatment and rehabili-
tation "pilot program" devised in cooperation
with.the Allegheny County MH/MR Program and
local foundations. |

~--The first full-time attorneys in both the
prosecutorts and public defender's offices.

--The beginnings of a desperately—needed
county-wide police communications system.

;mA significant contribution to a new Juvenile
Court detention hone. A{

~-The first anti-organized crime unit in the “/ﬁ
history of the City of Pitfsburgh.

--A comprehensive reform of the pernicious
bail-bond system which saw accused persons
forced to "buy their way out" of jail beforse
being convicted or even formally charged.

-0
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Much more remains to be accomplished, to be sure. But
nearly $5 million in Federal funds distributed among E
communities and governmental departments of Allegheny
County during this time haé sown the seéds of an improved
systen.

My cdncerns about the future do not arise on the épur
of the moment. 1In October of last year, after months of
unsuccessful private talks, I was obliged to appeal publicly
to the entire Governor's Justice,Commiésion in Harrisburg
over the diversion of nearly $1.4 million originally earmarked
for much-needed projects in Alleghéﬁy County to other areas of
the state for what appeared to me tb be political reasbns.

Although I was promised then that a special committee would

investigate these grievances no such action has been taken in
the intervehing three months to date and these questions remain
unresolved. - ;
Instead within the last month, a series of actions have |
been undertaken which are clearly intended to silence this
Council and its chairman and to, in effect, take over our
operations.
efore I left the country for a two-week visit in
Japan last month, I was strenuously advised to meset withv

A

|
N

l..l

r. Begler, the Governor's patronage boss, to "fix thinss up" -

joy
(=}

‘______-.—-————-—-—-—--

J

I
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so that, among other things, I might remain as Council
Chairman, I declinedrto do so feeling that such a meeting
would De inappropriate and unnecessary.

However, during my absence (and, incidentally, during
the absence of the Governor himself from the country) the
wholechmposition of the membership of our Couhcil wa.s
suddenly and precipitously altered in a painfully obvious
direction. This was done without prior notice to, or
consultation with, either the Chairman of the Commission or
myself’és had been the practice in pfior years under this
Goverﬁof and his predecessor as well.

This move was so obviously a partisan political one
designed to "pack"” the Council and make it responsive to
certain quarters in Harrisburg, that I feel the Council is
no longer free to independently assess and expiess the needs
of Allegheny County as was contemplated by the original
framework of the Governor's Justice Commission and its regional
planning councils.

In my view, there i1s simply no room for such partisan

e

politics in programs dealing with the administration of

justice. DNot in this Commonwealth, nor in Allegheny County

e,
/ b
IR -+ 1 S Yoy £ A £+ » 3 ~T 5 4+ PEiaa o
wnere Tthe Chalrman of one of the major political parties also .
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Stylas>himself>as the County's chief law enforcement official.
As I‘have stated previously, it is my opinion that his holding
these two positions at the same time creates utterly incom-
patible loyalties and should not be tolerated.

Because I choose not to be part of a "rubber stamp”
council, because I believe that Allegheny County's problems
.can best be assessed by those who live and WOrk here and not
by bureaucrats in Harrisburg, and becauée of the obvious
partisan attémpt at takeover of this Council's functions, I
can no longer serve as its Chairmanf |

I further suggest that the Go%ernor, having abandoned

the framework within which the regional planning councils

were originally intended to operate, might well conSJder the
abandonment of tne councils themselves so that the entlre
program could be run from Harrisburg_gi_igzg as well as de
Tacto. »

It is obvious that a crisis exists within the law
enforcement strucfure in Pennsylvania today. The latest
purge in Harrisburg has cost us the services of an out-
standing Attorney General who had the poor judgment to

remain non-political within a political administration.

This 1s regrettable and a blow to the effort to reform our



The integrity of programs under the Safe Streets Act
and their future in Allegheny County and throughout the
state are matters of gfeat concern. For this reason, I
fully intend to discuss all of the foregoing with the
‘appropriate officials of the Law Enforgement Assistance
AdministraﬁionVWithin the United States Department of
Justice at their earliest convenience.

I have pursued these matters to date and shall do sd
hereafter in my belief that improvement of our criminal
juétice system is simply too impprtant_ﬁo be compromised'
by the patronage grabs and political empire building which
regreftablyjseéﬁ-today to be the norm in Pennsylvania

government.




