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Governor's Justice Commission - 2

Moy 17 , 1974

City of Eoston

Subgront No . N E- 104-71A/72A

Amount of Federol Funds

1971 - $300,000
1972 - $228,094

Aword Dote - September II, 1972

This wos cr proiect for the construction ond equipment of o new office building for
the Police Deportment of the City of Eoston, Pennsylvonio.

A check of this file reflects thot subsequent to the owording dofe to the grontee on

September I I , 1972, o memorondum wos prepored by KARL W. BOYES, Director of
Operotions, to E. DREXEL GODFREY, Executive Director ("opy ottoched). This

memorondum refers to the qwording of this controct ond stotes it is Boyes'belief thot
it is im rotive thot the o licont(s) be notif ied immediotel thot olthough o roved

r funding e m ssion, ocfuo unding connot e coming unti o n n

eve omendment oPProvrn oc ern revtse UN tn eve S orfo

ompre ensrve on smo commen ts sw requ reoro er
rogrqm cotegories to rom co T4

-i

The file conroins o lefter, doted September 27, 1972, to CHARLES RINKEVICH,
Region lll Administrotor, LEAA , 928 Morket Street, Philodelphio, Pennsylvqnio 19107 ,
from E. DREXEL GODFREY, Executive Director, Governor's Justice Commission.
( Copy of letter ottoched to this memorondum. )

This letterseh forth o request to omend Pennsylvonio's 1971 Comprehensive Plon

ond ollocotion of Federol support for specific progrom cotegories of the onnuol oction
progrom. The letter, on Poge 7, requests o prompt reply to fhis omendment since
two proiects included in the request from Eoston ond Wright Township ore bosed on

bids which con be held only to October 5, 1972.

With reference to the obove correspondence, THOMAS BERARD, Director of Adminis-
trotion, odvised thot this is not on uncommon request to hove LEAA omend the
Comprehensive Plon due to the constont reodiusting of the different types of funding
in the vorious field regions where they hove not expended their funds. ln order to
keep from returning ollotted funds by LEAA, odiustments ore mode with the opprovol
of the LEAA stoff .

t;qdrt
d.l

-'*--)



Governor's Justice Commission - 3

Moy 17 , 1974

The file reflects o letter from Chorles F. Rinkevich, Regionol Administrotor, LEAA,
fo E. Drexel Godfrey, doted October 10, 1972 ("opy ottoched), *hich opproved
fhe request fo omend Pennsylvonio's 1971 Comprehensive Plon for the lmprovement
of Criminol Justice. The third porogroph on Poge I of this letter stotes:

Our bosis for opproving this request is the generol rotionole which
you provided for increosing or decreosing eoch progrom oreo. Our
opprovol does not omount to q specific opprovol of the Eoston ond
Wright Township proiects or the two proiects you suggested would be
funded under progrom i-1. lgftgJ, if our review hod been concerned
with the specific defoils of the proiects you referenced, we would
hove re ted odditionol doto before moki ng o finol decision.

The proiec t informofion provided in your iustif icotion wos cursory

-

ond roise questions such os:

I. Do the Eoston ond Wright Township proiects reolly effect sub-
stqntiol consolidotion? Are there firm commitments, controcts
or plons evidencing the suggested consolidotion?

2. ln connection with progrom I

unit to uphold the civil rights of
tmpoc t on crime reduction or the
it,is proiect sotisfy the obiectives of the progrom ption ?esc r

Responsibility for insuring thot proiects sotisfy progrom requirements ond
obiectives rests with the Governor's Justice Commission.

lndeed, we urge thqt you corefully exomine the proiects mentioned obove
to insure fheir compotobility with youplonr os omended, ond the ob-
iectives of the Sofe Streets Progrom.

The file olso contoins o lefter to FRED L. ASTON, Moyor of Eoston, Pennsylvonio,
doted October 3, 1972, from E. Drexel Godfrey, odvising thotr oh October 2, 1972,
the Governor's Justice Commission oworded the following subgront:

Proiect: "lmplementotion of Eosfon's Comprehensive Plon for Low
Enforcement" in the qmounf of $2281094.

( The first gront wos for $3001000.)



Governor's Justice Commission - 4
Moy 17 , 1974

The file wos very corefully checked relotive to ony informotion ovoiloble which
might reflect ony unusuol qctivities in connection with this porticulor gront
inosmuch os it is the type of gront referred to os "bricks ond mortorr" which is
the expl
such o g

onotion used in funding consfruction-type proiects. UUd-e-r Ihe rules for
rqnt to be oworded, if must be shown thot the g rontee will be

render services of o conso lidoti nous police ogencies in o
porticulor oreo, occording to THOMAS BERARD, Director of Administrotion.

The file contoins o memorondum, dote believed to be August 21, 1972, showing
the stoff comments concerning this proiect:

F11"- t+F*

Although the stoff oppreciotes the opplicont's need to erect o new
police focility to house its police operotions, ge concur with the
recommendotion of disopprovol set iqrth by thgffihlori RLgioriol

ffi"Couhcil.Thel971ComprehensivePlonsupportstheowording
of federol dollors for construc
indicotes some mu lti-iurisdict

ob le to

tion purposes only if the construction
ionol consoliffin effort. Also, stofflt*[

wishes to odvise the Commission thof ihii proiect hos not been identified
within the revised 1971 input for the 1971 Comprehensive Plon. There-
forer ho money is ovoiloble to support the implementotion of this progrom.

lnosmuch os this proiect does not meet the specificotions of the Com-
prehensive Plqn, stoff t""ort ffiff8f"ct disopprovoI.

A request wos mode for o copy of the minutes of the heoring concerning the Eoston

gront held by the executive stoff. A xerocopy of the remorks mode ot this heoring
were obtoined ond ore ottoched to this memorondum os on exhibit. The remorks

include comments of vorious officiols ond S Senotor Jeonette RE I N ond
resulted in the proiect being opproved by f executive sto e ce Commis-
slon.

The file then shows o memorondum-similor to the one doted August 2l , 1972-in
which the stoff recommended opprovol of this opplicotion ond shows thot the
executive stoff strongly concurs in recommending opprovol of this ougmentotion.
It is noted thot on "x" hos been ploced in the box fo "D[sopploye" by the Regionol
Council (Recommendotion). (Copy of this memorqndrrHffiched os on 

""hJbit.)

From the moteriol ovoiloble in the file, it is not possible to determine thot there
wos ony unusuol influence exerted in obtoining the opprovol of this oword.
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Governor's Justice Commission - 5

Moy 17 , 1974

It is noted thot the file did not reflect o copy of o memorondum which wos mode
ovoiloble to the sfoff , doteiJeptember 5, 1972, by Korl W. Boyes to E. Drexet
Godfrey, in which he set forth questions ond obiections fhot he hod previously
discussed with Godfrey relqtive to the Eoston gront.

It is recolled thot when testimony wos token ot o heoring held on Jonuory 25, 1974
by the Committee to lnvestigote the Administrotion of Justice, RICHARD L.
THORNBURG testified relotive to the foct thot opproximotely $2 million in proiects
owqrded to the Allegheny Regionol Council hod been recolled by the Governor's
Justice Commission ond subsequently $2 *illion in funds wos oworded over in the
Eoston, Pennsylvonio oreo, opporently for the Eoston ioil proiect.

While discussing the Eoston oword with THOMAS BERARD, o generol discussion
wos hod os fo whether or not the Governor's Jusfice Commissionr oh occosion,
would request vorious regionol councils fo refund money thot hod been ollotted to
them ond then use these funds in other regions or, more specificollyr oh owords
ollotted by the Justice Commission executive stoff.

Berord odvised thot eoch region wos ollotted o certoin omount of funds in the vorious
cotegories for different type profects. A regulor check wos mointoined with the
regions to determine the extenf to which they were moking use of their funds prior
to the deodline dote, ot which time fhe funds would hove to be returned to LEAA.
He qdvised thot if commitments hod not been mode for vorious proiects, such
notificotion would be mode to the region thot their funds were being reduced in
order to moke proper use of them in other chonnels throughout the stote.

Berord wos then questioned specificolly relotive to the testimony of Thornburg
before this Committee relofive to the $2 million omount os set forth obove.
Berord immediotely become somewhot incensed ond stoted thot he felt it wos
only o mofter of time thot this motter of Thornburg ond the Allegheny County
Regionol Council would come up. He stoted thot Thornburg wos full of
ond thot he could prove it without ony problem.



Governor's Justice Commission - 6
Moy 17, 1974

Berurd then produced o book contoining finonciol reports for oll of the regions.
He olso produced o report, doted April 30, 1974 ("opy ottoched). This reporf shows

thot the Allegheny County region - with regord to 1972 Action Monies - wos qllotted
$4r310,169. As of April 30, 1974, this region hod committed to vorious proiects
thqt were underwoy $3,318,187, which left o totol of $991,982 thot hod not been
committed for some porticulor proiect. Berord sqid this omount wos recolled to the
Governor's Justice Commission heodquorters for proper use. Subsequently, os

reflected on the April 30, 1974 report, ofher qwords were mode in the omount of
$411,051, leoving opproximotely $SS0,000 thot wos left in the Allegheny County
region.

Berord odvised thot there wos no woy thot Thornburg could possibly substontiote
thqt $2 million in vorious owqrd proiects hod been token owoy from the Allegheny
Counfy region ond he would defy him to do so.

Mr. Berord exploined the recqlling of funds ond utilizing them for other purposes
by referring to o resolution thot wos outhored by WILLIAM SENNETT ond wos
mode to the Choirmon ond Members of the Supervisory Boord of the Governor's
Justice Commission on Febrvory 4, 1972. The resolution deolt with the "Time
Limif for Sub-owording Regionol Allocotion of Acfion Funds" - copy ottoched.
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
COMMITTEE TO INVESTTGATE THE ADMTNISTRATION OF JUSTICE

Commonweo I th of Pennsy I von io
Horrisburg, Pennsylvonio

MEMORANDUM

By e S. Thompson

Dore Moy 29, 1974

FILE: Governor's Justice Commission

Mrc. MADELINE MATHIAS, Eoston Express , 233 McCortney Street, Ecston,
Pennsylvonio, telephone No . 215:25,8-7171 , wos telephonicolly contocted on
Moy 29 ond furnished the following informqtion.

At the recent meeting in Horrisburg concerning the Governor's Justice Commission,
IEAA ond press relotions, she questioned the role of newspopers in reporting
sensotionql criminql octs qs controsfed to reporting in depth stories obout owords
by LEAA qnd similor "more importonf motters." ln this discussion, she used the
LEAA oword of opproximqtely $t million to Eoston for the contruction of o new
policedeportment.building{,mexpenditureofthismuch
money for o populqfion of 301000 wos poor iudgment qnd did not meet the prior-
ities of the originol progrom to combot crime in the streets.

She soid she hod not reolly investigoted this cose behind the scenes ond there
might hove been some undu'e pressures, however, she is not owore of onything
crooked in connection with the oword or expendifure. She thought on expenditure
of $1/2million would hove been more prudent ond thqf such "gold plotiftg," os
contoined in the present building, wos not oppropriote. She sdidT6fEii-ding
hos o lot of bulletproof loss in it , T ing into the building,
ond simil or ngs. elieves the entire cost wos obout $980 ,000, of which
fhe greoter portion wos federol funds.

F--{,


