HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
COMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

)
MEMORANDUM { ""\

FILE:

By Dale S. Thbmpson

Date_ May 23, 1974

Governor's Justice Commission

During the course of the investigation concerning the Governor's Justice Commis-
sion, correspondence was obtained from many outside sources which indicated that
at some point during the course of the various grants, the Governor's Justice
Commission had asked for refunds after the grants have been completed. Efforts
were made to determine that these refunds were indeed returned to the Commission
and, in turn, properly accounted for to LEAA.

The first schedule and related correspondence (attached) list 14 refunds which were
made by the grantees to the Governor's Justice Commission. These refunds were
traced into the State of Pennsylvania cash account as maintained by the State
Treasurer. In addition, they were traced to the respective ledger accounts main-
tained at the Governor's Justice Commission. [t was further determined that these
refunds were credited to the proper year's appropriation and subsequently returned
to LEAA as lapsed funds. o

The second attached schedule and related correspondence reflect that, although at
one point during the course of the grant a refund was requested, subsequent ap-
propriate actions determine that refunds were not due from the grants.

Generally, the records at the Governor's Justice Commission are well documented
and maintained. [t is concluded, based on this limited but independent check,
that refunds are properly deposited into the General Fund account of the state and,
in turn, properly accounted for to LEAA.

At the Commission, a so-called "refund ledger" is maintained. This identifies
potential refunds even though at some point in time it may be determined that in
fact no refund is due.
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An examination of this ledger indicates that collection efforts in connection with
four potential refunds have been less than vigorous. There is attached a listing

of three grants for which there have been no documented follow-up collection
efforts since July 1973. In addition, the correspondence pertaining to Grant

No. PH-005-70A, as reflected in the above referred to second schedule, indicates
that no documented evidence of collection of a $17,800 refund has been made
since July 27, 1973.

In discussing collection efforts with THOMAS BERARD and HAROLD BRESSLER

of the Commission, they indicated that all collection efforts are not documented
and, in fact, efforts have been made to collect all refunds, including the above;
however, their comments were not specific and it is believed that probably no
collection efforts have been made since July 1973 on these grants because they
temporarily fell between the crack. It is likely, based upon the system employed
at the Commission (listing all potential refunds), collection efforts would have
been subsequently followed up.
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