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PRIVATE, DETECTIVE, ACT OF 1953

$ 1 1. srrort titte '1

This act 1 shall be knorvn and may be cited as "The Private De-

tective Act of L953". 1953, Aug. 2l,P.L. 1773, $ 1.

r Sections 11-30 of this title'

Ilistorical Note
Title of Act:

An Act to regulate the business ot
private deteetives, investigators and
watch, guard, or Patrol aS,encies, and
the licensing thereof in each county;
providing penalties. 1953, Aug. 21, P,

L. L273.

Seetion 21 of the aet of 1953 repealed
sections 1 to 3 of this title, and repealed
all other acts and. parts of acts in so

far as inconsistenl
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1. ValiditY

The act of 188?, lllay 23, P.L. L73, rl'as
nnno*i*.rrtienf!. Arrlnrrr's AnnlieatiOn, 1

I)ist. 6?0, 1?92.

$ 12. nefinitions

(a) "Private detective business" shall mean and include the

business of private detectifilflfrffiate detective business, the busi-

ness of investigator, of the business of wglch, gt3lq, or patrol

SS3tli'- 
,i,nre ,err iness" shall; *; rrr;(b) "Private detective business" sha

separately or collectively, the making, for hire, relvar.l, or for any

consi,Ceration whatsoever, of any investigation or investigations for

the ptlrpose of obtainitrg information rvith reference to any of the

f ollowi"S matters, notrvithstanding the fact that other f unctions

ancl services may also be perforrned for fee, hire, or relvard:

(1) Crime or wrongs done or threatened against the government

of the United States*of America or any state or territory of the

United States of America.

(?) The iclentity, habits, con,Cuct, movements, whereabouts, a{fili-

ations, associatiols, transactions, reputation, or character, of all\'

person, grorrp of persons, association, organizatian, society, other

groups of persons, partnershiP, or corporation.

(3) Ttrre cre{ibility of witllesses or other persons.

(4) The rvhereabouts of missing persons.

(5) The location or recovery of lost or stolen property.
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(6) The causes.and origin of, or Igipgr:ibilily {gr, &es, or ribels,

*r Iosses, or T:9:nts, or dlgse, or @.$ t{:S&, personal

'"f;?;e affitiation, corlnection, or rerati;, 
", 

,"; person, p"r.,,.r-
ship, or corporation, lvith any union, org'anization, society, or as-
sociation, or with any official member or representative thereof.

(S) lvith reference to any person or persons seeking employment
in the place of any person or persons who have quit work Uy i."son
of any strike. - r

(9) With reference to the conduct, honesty, efficiency, Ioyalt,., or
ectivities, of employes, agents, contractors and subcontractors.

(10) The securing of evidence to be used before any autho rized,
investigating committee, board. of award,, board of arbitration, or
in the trial of civil or criminal cases.

or priva
The furnishin for hire or reward, of rvatchme 11, or guar{s,

or S, to or prop-
ertv.
-.1 

' wares
and or conceal-
@ds, urares or merchandise, money, bonds, stocks, choses
in action, notes, or other valuable documents, papers, and articles
of value, or to procure the return thereof, or the performing of the
scrvice of such guard or other person, or any of said purposes.
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16.a--- *- \*.t\,v \r\.rrll*
pantes, nor persons in the exclusive employment of common car-
riers subject to regulation by the interstate commerce comrnission
or the Public lJtility Commission of the Commonwealth of penn-
sylvania, or investigators in the employrnent of credit bureaus.

(c) The terms "the business of detective agenc y,,, the ,.business
of investigator", the "business of watch, grnid ot. patrol ag.enc y,,,and the terms "private detectiye" or ',investigator,, lholi ;; andinclude any person, parttrership, association, or corporation, engagedin the private detective business, as defined in ,rlr..tions (a) and
1b) of this section, rvith or without the assistance of any employe
or employes.

(d) The term ".oryS$roner" shall mean thq. Cornmissioner ofthe Pennsylvania Stilte Police. 1953, Aug .Zl, p.L. lZZ3, $ Z.

$ 13. Licenses

association or corporation, shall en-
te detective, or the businerilfE
watch, guard or patrol for3r

preven
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,.the purpose of furnishing guards or patrolmen or other persons to
protect persons or property, or to prevent the theft or the unlalvful
taking of goods, wares and merchandise, or to prevent !h. misap-

. propriation or concealment of goods, wares, merchandise, money,

boncls, .stocks,.documents, and other articles of value, for hire or

re.,vard, or advertise his or their business to be that of detective, or

of a detective agency, or investigator, or rvatch, gttard or patrol

agency, notwithstancling the name or title used in describing'such
' agency, or notrvithstanding the fact that other functiotts and serv-

ices may also be perforrned for fee, hire or reward, wi$out having
.::first,obtaineda"1icenSesotodoashereinafterprovidedT

b) No 'person, PartnershiP, association, or corporation, shall

engage in ttre business of fur,nishing or supplying for fee, hire, or

'any con sideration or reward, information as to the personal char-

acter or activities of any persotl, partnership, corporation, society,

or association, or any person or grottp of persons, or as to the char-

acter or kind of the business and occupation of any person, partner-

ship, association, or corporation, or own or conduct or maintain a

" bureau or agency for the'above rnentioned purposes, except exclu-

sively as to the financial r4ting, standi*g, and credit responsibility
of oersons. part.nerships, associations, or corporations, or as to the

Dcrsoiial i.abits ancj. tinancial responsrbiiity oi appiicanrs fcr insur-

ance, ipdemnity bonds, or commercial credit, or of claimants under

insurance policies: Provided, That the business so exernpted does

" not ernbrace other activities described in subsections (a), (b) ancl

(c) of section two of this act 1, w'ithout having first obtained, as

hereaf ter provided, a license so to do, for each such bureau or agency,

-.and for .each and every sub-agency, office and branch office'to be

orvn.ed, conducted, managed, or maintained by such persons, part'

nership, association, or corporation, for the conduct of such busi-

,ness. Irlothiog contained in this section shall be deemed to include
" the business of investigators for or adjusters for insurance coln-

panies, nor persons in the exclusive employment of comnlon car'

ii*rr subject to regulation by the interstate conlmerce commissiorr

" or the Public Utility Commission of the Commonrvealth of Penn-
' syt,rania, or investigators in the employrnent of credit bureaus.

1953, Aug.2l, P.L. L273, $ 3'
'' ; r Section 12(a), (b), (c) of this tltle.

.*'r1

Notes of llecisiorrs

1. Construction and aPPlication
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PRTVATE DtrTECTIVE ACT OT 1953 Z2 $ 14

$ 14, Application for Iicenses I

Any person, psrtnership, association, or corporation, intending to
r,rnduct a private detective business, the business of investigator,
{,,r the busirress of \l'atch, $uard or patrol ag'ency, or the business
*f a detective agency, and any person, partnership, aisociation, or
q;,rporation, intendirg to conduct the business of furlishirrg or sup-
r,i,ving .information as to the personal character of any person, or
ss to the character or kind of the business and occnpation of any
i,rrson, partnership, corporation, society, or associatioir, or any pei.
$oll or group of persons, or intending to olvn, concluct, *nrrug. or
r:rintain a bureau or agency for the above mentioned purposes,
*r, u'hile engaged in other larvful business activities, also intenclilg
t,) engage in any one or more of the activities set forth in subr*.]
tions (a), (b) and (c) of section two of this act 1, except exclusively
:is to the firancial rating, standing and credit responsibility of pei-
t{:}ns, partnerships, associations, or corporations, shall, for each such

ls a and verifi AS

,l
I
I
j

(a) If the applicant is a Derson, the apf,li.ntion "hall he "igned
'rn't ,q'ifie4 b;' suci: pcrson. ancl if the a.,.,1;ra;rt. is ii pr, i,,e,-ol-.,i,1
ffir association, the application shall be signed and verified by each
iadividual cornposing or intending to .orripor. such partnership or
r'ssociation. The application shall state the full name, &Se , resi-
tlence, present and previous occupations, of each person or individ-
url so signing the same, that he is a cttizen of the United States, ancl
r'hall also specify the name of the city, borough, torvnship, or in-
torporated town, stating the street and number lt the prerrises have
.t street and number, and otheru-ise such apt description as rvill
rtasonably irrdicate the location thereof, where is to be located the
I'rincipal place of business, and the bureau, agency, sub-agency,
r.itice or branch oflice forr,r,hich the license is clesired, &nJ s,,chf;rther facts as may be reqllired by the,court of quarter ses*sions, toqi:otv the goocl character, competency and. integrity of each person
r'r individual so signing such applicatio,n" Each p.rcon or individual
ulilrring such application shall, iogether with *,r.t, application, sub-
::':it to the court of'quarter sessions his p&lsggeph, i; duplicate, in
f issport size, and also finger-prints of hiilrvo l*nds, G?ded inr -ll.t,:hmanneraSmaybesptofquarterseSsions.
I:rfore approvirg such ,ppti.ation, it shall be the duty of the court

325
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,. ritrecr irr the case of a person or irrdividual member of a partner-

.,:i,or assoc.iation. In the event of the death, resignatiorr or remov-

;. ,,,i suc* officer, due notice of that fact shalt f orthu'ith be given

,,ri r*;ritirrg to the*court of quarter sessions, together r'ith a copy of

,..* rrli*tttes of aiy meeting or the board of directors of said corpo-

{.eriirr}, ccrtrfiecl by the secret&r}rr inclicating the death' resignation

,{ rt,r,orritl of ,,r.h officer, *"tl the electio]r or desig,ation of the

. .ir.rcssor of sucrr deceas*.I, ,esignecl or rernove'd officer' 1"953' Aug'

;i , l'.L. 127 3, $ 4'
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$ 15. Enforcernent of acti investigaticns

of the various courrties shall have the


