
TO: Lester K. Fryer, Choirmon, Locol Government Committee

FROM: John H. Brouios, Counsel

SUBJECT: House Bill 1640, Printer's No. 2035 -- Filing of Ordinonces of Muncipolities
in Coun ty Court

REF: Generol Municipol Low, Volume 53 of Purdon's Stqtutes

LAW AND MUNICIPALITIES AFFECTED: Generol Municipol Low; Cities of third closs, boroughs,
towns, ond fownships.

PROVISIONS:

Purpose: To provide for Centrol Recording of Ordinonces in the cle* of court office for the County.

Section l: This section requires o copy of every ordinonce possed by City of the Third Closs, Borough,
6ifii7township to be filed within thirty doys by rhe Secretory or Clerk in the office of the
Clerk of Courh of the Court of the Common Pleos.

--Section 2: Existing ordinonces sholl be filed within six months of the oct.

Section 3: Effective dote is Jonuory , l,963.

COMMENTS: This is o highly desiruble procedure. With the significonf increose in municipol
octivity in oreos such os sewer ond wofer, plonning ond zoning, solid wostes, ond regulotion of
vorious octivities, o multitude of legol questions orise in which porties require legol counsel.
The process of locofing o port-time secretory who is working in o foctory during the doy ond
obtoining copies of ordinonces of which there moy be only one copy, resulfs in o wosteful expenditure
of time ond money. Every ottorney hos occess to the County Courthouse in his work ond con
conveniently peruse the ordinonces in the County Courthouse.

COMMENTS: The Committee moy consider thot counties should be included so thot their
ordinonces con olso be reviewed in the County Courthouse in the some locotion. The Committee
moy olso consider whether Municipol Home Rule Govemments should be included.

COMMENTS: To be effective, perhops the Commiftee would wont to require the secretory fo
oct under penolfy of o summory offense.

COMMENTS: A legol issue moy orise os to whether on ordinonce is legolly effecfive or volid
if it is nof filed. Becouse of the risk of loss, foulty filing, or foilure of o secretory to file
wifhin thirty doys on extensive ordinonce of mony poges such os o zoning ordinonce, the
Committee mqy not wont fo penolize o township by hoving its ordinonce declored involid becouse

-of o foilure to file. The filing moy be considered o motter of convenience. The criticol ploce
for filing is the municipolify's ordinonce book.


