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H.B. 1616, P.N. 1997 - Counties of the Third through Eighth Closs - Appropriotions
for legol oid services

16 PS 1998. I

MUNICIPALITY AND LAW AFFECTED: Counfies of Four through Eighth Closs; the County Code
Act of Augusf 9, 1955, P.L.323, Section 1998.1

BACKGROUND: Legol oid services ore of two types colled - criminol ossistonce ond civil ossisfonce.
Motters of o criminol noture ore hqndled by Public Defenders oppointed under other provisions of low
ond required under cose low. Legol oid services ore on outg rowth of the legol oid committees which
mosf bor ossociotions hod estoblished in the post ond which were hondled by offorneys oppointed os o
committee. These ottomeys generolly did not hove extensive sfoff or odvertising of there services or
o seporcte office. The resulf wos thot persons requiring legol ossistonce who were indigent did not
qvoil fhemselves of legol did committee services.

RELATED LEGISLATION: There is no known reloted legislotion. Philodelphio os o Home Rule Chorter
Govemment hos the outhority to outhorize oid for legol services; ofhenvise other municipolities ore
not outhorized directly. Some counties hove mode oppropriofions, bosed on unconfirmed informotion.
lv'lost funding is by OEO on o 4 fo I motching bosis, fedenol fo locol, ond HEW funds through Stofe
Deportmenf of Welfore, 3 to I motching.

\v 
RELATED BILLS: None.

PROVIS IO NS

I Purpose. To permit o county to qppropriote money'for legol oid services.

2. Section I (Sec. 1998. I ) Authorizes Boord of Commissioners of ony county to oppropriote monies
for poyment to non-Pro t ego oid groups, bor ossociotions, ond individuols to provide legol services.

COMMENT: The bill outhorizes poyment to individuol ottorneys ot low. This moy be odvisoble ond
necessory in very smoll counties, where the formotion of o non-profit corporotion would involve more
costs lhon refum. lf oppropriotions were limifed only to legol oid non-profit corpomtion, the smoll
county would nof hove the flexibility of simply compensofing on individuql ottorney.

COMMENT: A legislofive concerrl will be control of funds poidft the Boord considers thot the
Commissioners con exercise this control, then they moy be outhorized to oppropriote monies subiect
fo their own limitotions ond restrictions os to use ond stondqrds. A question of defini4g on indigenf
is foced by every municipolity providing such services. There is usuolly o reference to the federol
scole ot obout $3200 to $3600, with o modificotion for children ond dependents.

COMMENT: The County Code specificolly excludes Counties of the First Closs, Second Closs,
qnd Second Closs A from ifs coveroge, meoning thot this bill refers only to Counties of the Third
through Eighth Closses.
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