
TO: Lester K . Fryer, Choirmon, Loco I Government Committee

FROM: John H. Brouios, Counsel

SUBJECT: House Bill 213, Printer's No.234 - Boroughs--lntegrotion of Fire ond Police Force

REF: 53 PS 46|,95.1 (new section)

LAW AND MUN IC IPALI ry ,AF FECTED:
(new section ) .

Borough Code, Act of Februory l, 1966 (P. L. 1656), Section 1195. !

SIMILAR BILLS: House Bill 2173, Session of 1970, confoined similor proposed omendment, except thot it
colled only for limitotion ogoinst consolidotion within o borough since if omended Borough Code, ond not
coun\, cily, borough, town, or township, os in the present bill.

House Bill 1230, Session of 1970, contqined identicol proposol fo House Sill 2ln.

PROVISIONS:

PurPose: To require o referendum for consolidotion, integrotion, ond reorgonizotion of poid fire force
ond poid police force into one force.

Section ! (Section ll95.l): This section stotes thot no coun ty, cilyt borough, town, or township shol!
excepi6y referendum consolidote, integrote, or reorgonize poid fire force ond poid police force into
one force.

'- COMMENT: Genenolly, the some observotions conceming o referendum ond the requirement of specifying
substonce ond procedure fherein, qs set forth in memo on House Bill 212, pertoin to this bill.

COMMENT: I hove not oscertoined ony section of the Borough Code outhorizing creotion of o fire force
or fire deportment. Section ll7l, 53 PS 46171, refers to "soloried operotors of fire opporofus', ond to
volunfeet fire componies or deportmenfs. Section ll72 olso refers only to "poid fire opporotus operotors.,l
Section ll95 refers only to "fire opporotus operotors.tr ln oll three of the obove sections, the poid fire
opporotus operctorc ore discussed in coniunction with the borough police force with respect fo civil service.
The sections ore under subdivision (i) entitled "Civil Service for Police ond Firemen." The Civil Service
Commission creoted in eoch borough is for police force ond poid fire opporotus operotors. Consequently,
effecfively, the only oPPorent outhorized fire force consisfs of poid fire opporotus operotors who ore in''
focf consolidoted for civil service purposes under one commission.

CONCLUSION: Unless there is some section of the Election Code setting forth provisions for referendum
wherever cqlled for under some other low, their mere reference to o referendum is insufficient to set up
the mochinery required.

RECOMMENDATION: A redroft to comply with constitutionol ond ofher legol provisions.
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